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 Council-Clinmber at- Whitchall, 6n Wedneſday : 
the 14th, and continued by ſeveral Adjourn- , 
ments to Tueſday the 2oth of December 
15757, upon the Trial of Lieutenant-Gene- | 
ral Sir JOHN MORDAUNT, by Virtue . 
_ of hs! Majrsry's V Warrant, bearing Date 
hs > 3d Day of the ſame Month. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


igth of Jan. . 
MAP of the BAsqvE Roa and the ad- 

jacent Coaſt, agreeable to the Draught 
. at the Tryal by Lieutenant Colonel 
Murray, as taken upon the Spot by a Gentle- 


man on the Expedition, and which Lieutenant 


Colonel Murray from his ewn Obſervations 


without retarding the Publication of the Tryal, 


the ſaid Map. will be delivered on T weſtay 7 
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thinks'to be juſt, was intended to have been 
annexcd ; but, that heing found impraticable, 
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into by a General 


H E R] EAS Lieutenant General Sir 
Jobn  Mordaunt was appointed by us 
Commander 3 in Chief of our Forces ſent on an 
Expedition to the Coat of France, and received 
Orders and Funn en relative thereto from 
us, under our Royal 8i 157 Manual, and alſo by | 
one of our principal Secretaries of State : : 
And whereas the ſaid Lieutenant General 18 
now in Arreſt by our Command, for diſobey- 


ing our ſaid Orders and Inſtructions, which 


Charge we have Dog fit ſhould he inquired 

ourt Martial : Our Will 
and Pleaſure is, that a General Court Martial 
be forthwith held upon this Occaſion, which is 


to conſiſt of our right Truſty and well be- 


loved James Lord T1 'yrgivly, Lieutenant Gene- 
ral of our Forces, whom we do appoint to be 
Preſident thereof, and of our right Truſty and 
well beloved Charles Lord Cadegan, our truſty 
and well beloved Jabn Guiſe, Richard Onſſow, 


Henry Pulteney, Sir Charles Hvward, Knight of 


the Bath, John Huske, our right truſty and well 


beloved C n Jobn Lord De Lawarr, our 
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truſty and well beloved James Cholmondoley, Lieu- 
tenant Generals; our truſty and well beloved 
Maurice Bocland, our right truſty and well be- 
loved Couſin William Earl of Panmure, our 
truſty and well beloved - Kerr, com- 
monly called Earl of Aucram, our right truſty 
and well beloved Couſins William Earl of Har- 
rington, and George Earl of Albermarle, our 
truſty and well beloved Henry Holmes, Alexan- 


der Dury, Jobn Mo oftyn, Edward Carr, Major 
Generals of our Forces; our truſty and well be- 


loved Colonels William Kingſley, Alexander Du- 
roure, and Bennet Noel; all of whom, or the 


faid Preſident together with any Twelve, or 


more, of the ſaid other Officers, may conſti- 
tute the ſaid General Court Martial: And you 
are to order the Provoſt Martial General, or 
his Deputy, to give Notice to the ſaid Preſi- 
dent and Officers, and all others whom it may 
concern, when and where the ſaid Court Mar- 
tial is to be held, and to ſummon ſuch Wit- 


neſſes, as ſhall be able to give Teſtimony in 


this Matter; the ſaid Provoſt Martial General 


* and his Deputy being hereby directed to obey 


your Orders, and give Attendance, where it 
ſhall be requiſite : And we do further autho- 
rize and empower the ſaid Court Martial to 
hear and examine all ſuch Matters and In- 
formations as ſhall be brought before them, 
touching the Charge aforeſaid, and proceed 
in the = jd of the faid Lieutenant General 


"our 
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Sir Jobn Mordaunt, and in giving of Sen- 


tence according to the Rules of Military Diſ- 
cipline; which ſaid Sentence you are to return 


to our Secretary at War, to be laid before 
us for our Conſideration. And, for ſo doing, 


this ſhall be, as well to you, as to the ſaid Court 
Martial, and all others concerned, a ſufficient 


Warrant. Given at our Court at St. James's 


this Third Day of December 1757, in the Thir- 
op Firſt Year of our Reign. 


By his Ma JE sTY's Command, 
HOLDERNESSE, | 

To our Trufty and well beloved 
Thomas Morgan, Eſq; Judge 


Advocate General of our For- : 1 
ces, or his Deputy. | 
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At a GENERAL COURT MARTIAL, 
held in the Council Chamber at JPbiteball 
on Weraneſday the 14th, and continued by 
ſeveral Adjournments to Tueſday the 2oth 
December 1757, by virtue of his Majeſty's 
ſpecial Warrant, bearing Date the 3d mY 
of the fame Month, 


Lirur. Gen. Jamzs Lonb TraawLy, Preſident. 
CHARLES LoxD Capocan, 
ou Gvuise, = 
ICHARD OWsSLOW, 
HENRY PuLTENEY, 
Sir CMARLES Howary, 
1 Joun Husxe, - 
Joun Lorry DELAwARR, 
L James CHoLmonDELEY. 


 (Maverce Boct an, 

| WilLLtaM EARL or PanMURE, 

i Wittiam EARL or AnNcraM, | 
WILLIaM EARL or HarnrinGTON, 
Grorce EARL or ALBEMARLE, | 
| Henay Holmes, 

ALEXANDER Do v, 

| Joun Mosrvs, 


LEDwaARD CaRR. 


Coloner WILLIAM KIxOsLEV, 
Coroner ALEXANDER DuROURE, 
Cor ox RL Bennet Noz. 

Cura. GouLD DzevTY Jvpox ApvocaTe GENERAL, 


HE Members being f wet and duly ſwarn, 


th Advocate being alſo 3 and 
ſhe in his a | 


Liv. GEN ZzRA. 


Majon GENERAL 
BY Y 


Linde 


0 8 5 
Lixurzxaur General Sis Jon MorpaunT 
came Priſoner before the Court, and the following 
Charge was exhibited againſt him, via. That he 
„ being appointed by the King Commander in Chief 
Jof his Majeſty's Forces, ſent on an Expedition to 
de the Coaſt of France, and having received Orders 
be and Inſtructions relative thereto . om his Maj jefty, 
, under his Royal Sign Manual, and alſo by one of 
his principal Secretaries of State, hath diſobeyed 
his Majeſty's ſaid Orders and Inſtructions.” —— 


Ax Ex TRY! in a Book of Mr. Secretary Pitt's Office 
being proved upon Oath by Robert Wood, Eſq; ap- 
pointing the ſaid Lieutenant General Sir John Mor- 
daunt General and Commander in Chief of all and 
ſingular his Majeſty's Troo Py, and Land Forces a 
ointed or to be appointed for 2 ſecret Expedition 4 | 
is Majeſty's Service, bearing Date the 3d of Auguſt, 
1737, was read. 
The Rickr Hoxopn ABLE 1 "LMI Eſq; 
one of his Ma jeſty's Principal Secretaries of State be- 
ing ſworn, 3 queſtioned touching his Majeſty s In- 
j\,>ftions to Lieutenant General Sir Jobn Mordaunt 
relative to the ſaid Expedition, ſaid, That he had 
the Honour of receiving ſuch Inſtructions from his 
Majeſty under his Royal Sign Manual, which he 
gave to Mr, Wood his under Secretary, in order to 
his delivering them to Sir John Mordaunt. 

A PapER, purporting to be a Letter, dated Lon- 
don, July the 15th 1757, from Captain (now Lieu- 
tenant Colonel) Clerk, was ſhewn to Mr. Secretary 
Pitt, and he being defired to inform the Court; whe- 
ther he knew the ſaid Letter to have been at any 
Time communicated to Sir John Mordaunt, anſwered, 
That the fame is the original Letter,' which was de- 
livered to him by Sir John (now Lord) Ligonier, and 
produced by him before the Lords of the Cabinet, 
und that the Matter-of this Letter afterwards made 
he Subject of two Night's Converſation; Sir Joby 
Merdauut and Major General Gonwey examining, and 

moſt crols examining Mr Clerk, goncerning every 
Het SE ni Matter 


that the Letter led to. 


Lol 
Matter contained therein, and a great deal more, 


AxorHER PaPzR, purporting to be a Minute, taken 
in Arlington-ſtreet in Auguſt 1757, containing an Ex- 
amination of Joſeph Thierry, a French Pilot, was ſhewn 


to Mr. Secretary Pitt, who was deſired to inform 


the Court, whether he remembers ſuch Examina- 
tion, and whether the ſeveral. Perſons were preſent, 
who. appear upon the Face of the ſaid Minute to 
have been at that Meeting; to which be anſwered, 
That the Meeting being at Lord Holderneſſe's Houſe; 
his . Lordſhip held the Pen, and not be; that the 

. him is an exact Tranſcript of what 


e ASE SIM os ad 
A Parts entitled Memoire ſur la Force actuelle de 


Sir John Mordaunt : — He thereupon informed. the 


i 


Court, that the Paper came th rough Lord Holderneſſe's 


a Meeting, where Sir. John Mordaunt and Major Ge. 


neral Conway, were preſent. It was a Paper, on which 


much Reliance was had by the King's Servants, , as 
coming from one of their moſt. contidential Tor re- 
ſpondents, and was then. produced as a Piece of In- 
telligence, to which, they gave much Credit; and a 


ſubſequent Proof of e is, chat Adyice 


has fince been recerved'g? the Toure; a6 pave paring 


4 7 71 1 been 


TH = : T7 
been obliged, upon the Alarm beit ; taken, to march 
her Horſe and Foot Guards from Paril. He added, 
that he remembers one, of both of thoſe Gentlemen, 
(viz, Sir John Mordaunt and Major General Conway) 
| toe tw ef looked at the Paper more than once, 
h Pen and Ink noted down ſeveral Facts from 

1. a good deal of Time was engaged in Dif- 
courſe upon the Subject. 
© Mr. Secretary Pitt being aſted, whether Copies of 
either of the three laſt mentioned Papers were de- 
liveted to Sir Jobs - Mordatint# 

Auſwered, he cannot tecollet, whether Copies 
of them were put into his Hands; from his Memory, 
he rather thinks not. 

Two other „ the one porporting to be 
% Minutes of a Duneil of War held on Board the 
& Neprone the 2 fth of September 155, and the 
other, * Mimites 6f'a Council of War held 1 
e Board the Romilics 28th September 1557,” 
ſhewn to Mr Pitt, who informed the Court, — 
theſe two Papers were delivered to him by Sir Jobn 
Mordunm in the firſt Viſit, as he thinks, afar his Re- 

turn; being to the fame Effect, as thoſe before tranſ: | 
| mitte to Mich by Sir Edward Hatoke. 

Mr. Secretary Pit being aſked, by Sir Jh Ar- 
daunt's Defire, whether he, Sir J Mordanmt, did 
2 Fler; 1 eirher Lieutenant Oolonel Clerk, or the 
Anfwered, At this Diſtante & Time, and, as he 

ou had no Thoughts 6f being examined on this 
_ Uiſagreeable Occafion, he — oa; yoda 
. " poſitively to ſay, by whom in particular the Queſtions 

were aſked ; but he knows a thorough Croſs Exami- 
nation was made by ſome Military Gentlemen,. 


de cannot ſay poſitively by Sir Jobs, — in order to 
| get at the Certainty, Particularly as to the State of 


ochefort. 
"Being aſked alfo, Whether the Pilot mentioned at 


the Cobgcil, that the taking of Fort Fuuras by a 
Ship Was —— 
| ; Anſwered, 


y 


wt 
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cr 


un Plate by 

ſwet chat led him to believe; that à Ship could 8 
_— envugh | ts Trat to batrer the Fort; be 
* 


of the great and import 


1114. f 
Anſwered to this Effect: That he retnembers the 
ban of Fort Fuurut by Sea was mentioned; but 
that he went away from the Meeting with this * 
Preſſien, that nothing was clear ãtwöt the Spaces, i 
Sea, but JI # ix; he found 


He had. 
A Cavy ef InfleuRiths was tha tad; Ivins Art 
proved on Oath by Ryberl Wood, Eq; te bes. a true 
Evpy df the Inſtructions, which he teetived. from 


Mr. Secretary Pi, under the Sigh 2 and 
which he afterwards delivered to 8 Mardiint, 


who read them i in his ory Mg, VIZ. | 


1 TEORGE R. 


gSeeret IaſtriRtions 1 3 our rruſty ard well- 
beloved Sir hn Morlaunt, Knight of the 
Bath, Lieutenant General of our — whom 
we have appointed General and Commander 
ain Chief of all and ſingular our Troops anti 
Land Forces appointed or co be appointed for 
2 ſecret Expedition / for our Service, or for 
4 ſuch other Officer, on whom the Command 
- © in chief of our ſaid Troops and Land Forces 
may devolve. Given at our Court at Ken- 
_ © Fagthn. the 5th Day of Auguſt, 1957, in the 
« Thirty-firſt Year of Our Reign. 
_ © Having by Our Commiſſion,. bearing Date the 
third Day of this Inftant ap nted You to be Ge- 
25 neral and 2 oY ef. 1 285 
lar Our Fo ed or to be appointe 
« Br a fecret Expedition : For your better Diſchar 
am Truſt thereby wore 
in. you, We have judged i it + ng give you the 


following Inſtructions. 


2 . Tou thall immediately, upon the Receipt. bf 


_ © theſe Our Inſtructions, D Ille of et, 


© where We have 


inted Ships to convey You 
Sud the Forces 


r your Command to the * 


1 
$ 12 Frances 4 2 4 5 as the * Forces my be 


LS Tow" 


| © co-operate with you, and to de HS and ſing 


in all ſuch Enterprizes, as by theſe Our. Inſtructions 
+ you ſhall be directed to undertake for aur Ser- 
E vice. | 


II. Whereas We have as. with the 
Bleſſing of God, to proſecute the juſt War in which 
we are engaged againſt the French King with the 
utmoſt Vigour; and it being highly expedient and 
of urgent Neceſſity to make ſome Expedition, that 
may cauſe a Diverſion, and engage the Enemy to 
employ in their own defence, a conſiderable Part 
of their Forces, deſtined to iavade and oppreſs 
the Liberties of the Empire, and to:ſubvert the In- 
'£, dependency; of Europe: And, if poſſible, to make 
ſome effectual Impreſſion on the Ene emy, which by 
-* diſturbing and ſhaking the Credit, of their publick 
Loans, impairing. the Strength and Reſources of 
« their Navy, as well as; diſconcerting, and in part 
fruſtrating their, dangerous and extenſive Operations 
of War, may reflect Luſtre on our Arms, and add 
Life and Strength to the Cauſe: And 
whereas we are, perſuaded,” chat nothing, in the 

+. preſent | Situation; of Affairs, can ſo ſpeedily and 
80 « eſſentially. annoy land diſtreſs France, as a ſucceſs- 
ful Enterprize againſt Rochefort Our Will and 
»Pleaſure is, That you da attempt, as far as ſhall 


K > Ic 4 i * 5 Py 


be found, practicable, a Daſcent, with the. Forces 


under your Command, on the French Coaſt, at or 


4 * 


16 near Rochefort, in order to attack] if practicable, 


and 


and. by a vigorous Impreiſion, force that: Place; 


; 2% 
1 * 
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and to burn and deſtroy, to the utmoſt of your Power, 


all Docks, Magazines, Arſenals, and Shipping, 
that ſhall be found there, and exert ſuch other Ef- 
forts, as you ſhall Judge moſt Proper for annoying 


the Enemy. 


HI. '* After the Attempt on Rochefort ſhall either 
have ſucceeded. or failed; and in Caſe the Circum- 


ſtances of our Forces and Fleet ſhall, with Proſpect 
of Succeſs, ſtill admit of further Operations ; you 


are next to conſider Port Orient and Bourdtaus, 
as the moſt important Objects of Our Arms, on 
the Coaſt' of France: And Our Will and Pleaſure 


accordingly is, That you do proceed, ſucceſſively, . 


to an Attempt on both, or either of thoſe Places, 


as ſhall be judged practicable; or on any other 


Place, that ſhall be thought moſt adviſeable, from 


' Bourdeaux homewards to Havre, in order to carry 


and ſpread with as much Rapidity, as may be, a 


warm Alarm along the Maritime Provinces of 


France, 
IV. In Caſe, by the Bleſſing of God upon Our 
Arms, you ſhould make yourſelf Maſter of any 


Place on the Coaſt of France; Our Will and Plea- 


ſure is, That you do not keep Poſſeſſion thereof; 

but that after demoliſhing and deſtroying, as far as 
may be, all Works, Defences, Magazines, Arſe- 
nals, Shipping, and Naval Stores, you do proceed, 

ſucceſſively, on the ulterior Operations of this Ex- 
pedition, according as any of them ſhall be judged 
adviſeable, and may be performed within ſuch Tims, 
as ſhall be conſiſtent with your Return with the 


Troops under your Command, ſo as to be in Eng- 


land at, or about, as near as may be, the End 
of Sertember, unleſs the Circumſtances of Our 
Forces and Fleet ſhall neceſſarily require their Re- 
turn ſooner: And you are to land the Troops at 
Portſmonth, 6r ſuch other of Our Ports, as the Exi- 
* gency of the Caſe may ſuggeſt. 

V. © Whereas it is neceſſary, that upon certain Oc- 


: calions you ſhould have the Alliſtance of a Coun- 


3 


you may call a Cour 
+ Officers of Our 4 
* proper:) And all 
the fevera 


+ ſhall be called I gn you, or by the Com- 


our Squadron for 


* lutians thereof ; and it | Ce 
pen to be equal, the Preſident ſhall have the caſt- 


ing Vote. 


C1 | | 
6 Teſtandiog and Agreement, and to order, that the 


© teries; co 4 
« barkation of the Troops; and ſuch other Seryices 
at Land, as may be conſiſtent wich the Baſe. of 


— 


thought gt to appoint ſuch. 
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Our Fleet. And in order to eſtabliſn the ſtricteſt 
Union, that may be, between you and the Com- 
mander in Chief of our Ships, you are hereby re- 


quired to communicate theſe Inſtructions to him, 


+ and he will be directed to communicate thoſe, he 


„ ve, to you. 
« VU. You ſhall, from Time to Time, and as you 


© hall have Opportunity, ſend conſtant Accounts of 

* your Proceedings, in the Execution af theſe Our 
* Inſtructions, to one of Our principal Secretaries of 
« State z from whom you will receive ſuch farther 
Orders 2 as We ann proper to 


"ue _ | 
. 3 6 RF 


Tux Jupor Advocate rh informed the Court, 


that he 1s not inſtructed to give up any Paint, wherein 
Lieumanant General Sir Fobn Mardaunt ſhquld appear 


to thom, from the Evidence, to have diſobeyed his 
Orders and Inſtructions; but the Matter 
which he thinks it is his Duty chiefly to inſiſt upon, 
us being the principal Object of the, ition, is a 
Difobedience-of — ſecond Article of che Inſtructions 
juſt now read relative to the attempting, as far 
« as ſhould:be found practicable, a Deſcent, with 
the Forces under bis Command, an the French 
* Coaſt, at, or near, Ragbefort, in order to attack, 
f practicable, and, by a vigorous Impreſſion, force 
« that Place, and to burn and deſtroy, to the ut- 
„ moſt of his Power, all Docks, Magazines, Ar- 


* ſenals, and Shipping, that ſhould he found there, 


and -exert. ſuch other Efforts, as he ſhould judge 
* moſt proper for annoying the Enemy; and that 


the Evidence intended to be laid before them was 
principally applicable to that Paint. 


The fallowing Papers were then laid befote the 


Court by the Judge Advocate, and read ;—ſome of 
them as referring to the above Inſtructions, and being 


in the Nature of ſubſequent Orders confirming, 


rangly enforcing,. and in qart- — the _ 


t 16 1 
Inſtructions, and the others, either a8 daddy 


to the former, 1 as r e me INI of | 


: tem; a 


A bene bn Sir Joby Rara to Mr. Sec 
itt, dated Je of Migbt, Irth Auguſt 17 55, ten 
16 AN, ight (proved upon Oath to have been received 
| by Mr: Wood, and docketted by Mr. Rivers, and) 

Fig admitted by Sir * Mordaunt, 8 


272368, en, 

Being honoured with his Majeſty's Sa to 
correſpond with you, I think it my Duty to ac- 
quaint you, that on my Arrival here on Monday 
laſt, I was diſappointed in finding none of the Tranſ- 


. Py 


at a Moment's Warning. 
Having, on the Peruſal of my Commiſſion, 1 


r 


for immediate Trial. | 
< I muſt alſo beg Leave to trouble you further, 
on a Matter which occurs to me relative to the Ser- 


Nature of the Navigation to Rochefort, the Fleet 
may be detained even in Sight of >the Coaſt of 


3 


8 9 


1 


ports were come round, and more fo in that I have 
not yet been able to hear any poſitive Account of 
them: I have however employed this Interval in 
giving ſuch Orders, as I thought neceſſary to have 
the Troops here in Readineſs for their Embarkation | 


vice I am going upon; which is, that having 
fince my Arrival here converſed with Sir Edward 
Hawke and Vice Admiral Knowles, who both | 
ſeem of Opinion, that it is poſſible, from the 


_ for a Week or ten Days, without be- 
ing able to get into the Road, or off the Iſle 


* D' Aix, * which Time an Alarm will ne- 


Doubt, how far I am impowered to carry the Sen- 
tences of Courts Martial in Capital Caſes into Exe- 
cution, during my abode within his Majeſty s Do- 
minions, I ſhould be glad, as ſoon as may be, to 
know what is his Majeſty's Intention on that Head, : 
as there are now ' many — with us ordered : 


deliver it ſafely. Iam, &c. 


a 


| R 3 


Fn 
e ceſfarily be given in thoſe Parts ; this Conjune 
« ture and Situation, if it ſhould happen, appears to 
me ſo very delicate, and equally to the other Ge- 
© neral Officers on the Expedition, who may, by Ac- 
© cident to the firſt in Command, come to be under 
the ſame, Difficulty (the Succeſs of our Undertak- 


_— ing depending, as I apprehend, on the Suddenneſs 


« of its Execution) that I ſhould be glad, if it is 


thought proper, to have a Direction, how I am to 


act in that Caſe. 
I I fend this by an Officer, who will take Care to 
F. Mordautt. 
Right Hon. William Pitt, : 
Secretary of State. 


; A true Copy of a. Letter from Mr. a Pitt 


to Sir John Mordaunt, dated Whitehall, 19th Au- 
_ guſt, 1757 (proved by Mr. Mood) * ViZ, 


"B30; - 
I] immediately laid your Letter of the 11th Int. at 
Night before the King; and am commanded by his 
Majeſty to let you know, that his Royal Intentions 


are, that you ſhould, by Virtue of your Commiſ- 


© fon, carry the Sentences of Courts Martial in ca- 
pital Caſes into Execution, during your Abode 
within his Majeſty's Dominions, ſo long as the 
© Troops under your Command ſhall continue under 
their preſent Deſtination, according to the King' 8 
Orders and Inſtructions. 

With regard to the ſuppoſed Caſe, as ſtated in 
your Letter, and arifing from Converſation had 
with Sir Edward Hawke and Vice-Admiral Knowles, 
namely, that it is poſſible the Fleet may be de- 
tained in Sight of the Coaſt of France for a Week 
or ten Days, without being able to get into the 
Road of Rochefort, or off the Ifle of Aix, during 
which Time an Alarm will neceffarily be given in 
thoſe Parts; in which Caſe you expreſs a Deſire, 
if thought roger: to have a particular Direction, 
how to at; am commanded thereupon by the 
: King. 
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Though I have ſince heard nothing from the 
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King, to Ggnify to you his Majeſty's ties. that 
< you, or ſuch other Officer, on whom the Command 
may devolve, do, in conformity to the Latitude 
ven by his Majeſty's Inſtructions, Judge of the 
racticability of the Service, on the Spot, according 


. < * Events, and particular Circumſtances 


< may require : The King judging it highly prejudi- 


_ © cial to the Good of his Service to give particular 
Orders and Directions with Regard to poſſible con- 


en —— * may ariſe. 


5 Jam, Sc. 
Sir Jobs Mordount 7% : SORT Os: 


ue 


5 A Letter from Sir John Ae to „Mr. Secretary 


Piti, dated Head-Quarters, Newport, zoth Au- 
guſt 19757. (the Receipt: thereof being proved by 
Mr. Mood, and admitted by Sir ale Mordaunt ) 


8 


5 . ; 
have the Honour of your Commands dated 
Auguſt 13th,. and you may depend upon it, that his 
« Majeſty's Orders ſhall be moſt punctually obſerved. 
Mr. Thames, who has long been, and now is, 
Agent for the Tranſports, came here the 17th from 
Porti ſu outh; he ſaid, he came over on Purpoſe from 
thinking it his Duty to inform me, the Tranſports 
were not ſufficient for the Number of Troops; ; 
I own his Converſation much - puzzled me, as 1: 
knew our Expedition ſhould meet with no Delay on 


"0... 0 8: 0-0 


© one Hand, and that the Preſervation of the Soldiers 


Healths ought, on the other, to be thought on. Ar. 
length | recollefted two of the Commiſſioner of the 
« Admiralty were at Portſmouth, to whom I ſent a 
Letter. a Copy of which I now incloſe to ou: 

om- 


* miſlioners, or Mr. Thames, J thought i it my Duty to 


mention this Circumſtance to you, being informed 


< lat N ight, by a Letter from Sir Band Hawke, 
8 that 


Pl 4 
\ 


1 197] 


. that an Expreſs i is ent to the Navy Board pts this 


_ © Occaſion. 
The Troops are in ik Spirits, and wait. icapa- | 
» * riently for. the Tyaniſports. 


& Ri ght Hon. um. Pitt, his 


bo 1 am, &c. 8 755 'S 
Fo Morden? : 
I Majeſty's principal Se. 5 


cretary of State.“ 


Copy of a Letter from Sir John Mordaunt to 7. Fomas 
 Orby Hunter and Gilbert Eliott, Efqrs. Lords Com- 


miſſioners of the er 1 I mouth, dated 
Head-Quarters, Newport 17 5 1737, Wed- 
neſday Night (being incloſed in 75 aft mentioned 


Letter to Mr. Pitt, and as ſuch defired to be read 


by Sir John Mordaunt, though not inſiſted upon as 


material to the preſent Queſtion) VL. 


— 


& 
C 


* 


© GENTLEMEN, 

* Mr. Thames, Agent for the 3 be . 
v0 with us, and ſays, he thinks it his Duty to 
mention, that the Tranſports are not ſufficient to 
carry the Number of Troops. 

We ſend him with this Letter, that he may ex- 
plain his Reaſons for the Opinion he gives, and, 
if you find them ſatis factory, we Aarter- ourſelves 


« ſome Method may be found, without ep 27 
C lay, to redreſs the Grievance. 


"i I am, Gentlemen, Se. 
; (Signed) 15 Ee ant. 


98 To 2 * Orly Hunter and 
Gilbert Eliott, Eſqrs. Lords 

© Commiſſioners of the Ad- A 
© miralty; at Portſmouth.” oo 


A Letter from Mr: Secretary Pin to | Six Jew? Mor- 


daunt, dated Mpiteball, sth Sept. 1737 Four 


8 o Clock in the Afternoon the like being af the 
ſame Time wrote to Sir Edꝛouri Hawke, nutatis 
vnttandis. proved by Mr. Wood). vi: | 


„ W 


r ˙Ü 
P Be 5o* 7 FEW on rn ——— 


. 
81% | 


© The Wind having been fair for the Tranſports 
going to Spithead, ever ſince Friday Morning, lam | 
to acquaint you, that his Majeſty expects, with Im- 
© patience, to hear, that the Troops are embarked ; 
© but, if by any Delay the Embarkation ſhould not 
© be compleated, when this Letter reaches you, Iam 
_ © to ſignify to you the King's Pleaſure, that the moſt 
particular Diligence be employed in getting the 
© Troops on Board, and proceeding, without the 
© Loſs of a Moment, to the Execution of your Or- 
ders and Inſtructions with regard to the Expedi- 
tion under your Care. 6 5 

His Majeſty being informed, that ten Battalions 

under the Orders of Sir John Ligonier, were all 

compleatly embarked at Williamſtadt within the 
' © Courſe of the twenty four Hours, in which they 
© arrived at that Place, the King expects to hear, by 
© the Return of this Meſſenger, that the Fleet with 
© the Troops under your Command on board have 
< proceeded to Sea, in caſe the Wind permits, agree- 
© able to your Orders and Inſtrudtions. 

5 a %% ! 
A 5 W. Pitt. 

PHP. §. The Meſſenger that carries this has my Or- 
© ders to ſtay to bring an Account of the Fleet's ſailing.? 


A Letter from Sir John Mordaunt to Mr. Secretary 

Pitt, dated Portſmouth, 6th September, nine at 

Night (the Receipt being proved by Mr. Wood, 
and admitted by Sir John Mordaunt) viz, 

We 9 „ 2 | 
»I had this Morning the Honour of yours of the 
« 5th Inſtant, and can aſſure you, that not a Minute's 
Time has been loſt in embarking the Troops. 

Though the firſt of the Tranſports did not ar- 
c rive at Comes, till Sunday Evening, we began the 
Embarkation at Day-break the next Morning, and 
continued putting the Troops on board, till after it 
Mt, — 008 

& 


: tan} | 

* was dark. We have followed the 4 Meth 
day, and by that Means [ have now the Pleaſure = 
*- acquaint you, that I finiſhed the Embarkation of 
the laſt Regiment at about ſix this Evening, 
' beg you will do me the Favour to mention to 
his Majeſty, that we were obliged to march the 
Troops and Baggage five Miles to the Place of 
s Embarkation, and that we were then forced to put 
* the Men in ſmall Boats, in which they were rowed 
© above a Mile, before they could embark in the 
* Tranſports: Whereas at Williamſtadt the Troops . 
«. marched directly from the Quay into the Tranſ- 
* ſports without the leaſt Poſſibility of a Delay. 

It is both my Duty, and the Pride of my Heart, 


to execute with the utmoſt Diſpatch and Diligence 
| © the Orders his Majeſty has honoured me with, and 
I flatter myſelf a very ſhort Time will now ſhew it. 


„ T'am;,' S.. 


Fe Mordaunt.' 
The Right Hon. Vm. Pitt. 


A true Copy of a Letter from Mr. 3 Pitt to Sir 
John Mordaunt, dated Whitehall, i 5th September 1757 


(the like being at the ſame Time wrote to Sir Edward 
Hawke, mutatis mutandis, being proved by M . n 


and admitted by Sir Jobn. Mordaunt.) 


SIX, t 
His Majeſty, by his ſecret Inſtructions, dated 
< the zth Day of Auguſt laſt, having directed the 
Return of the Troops under your Command, to- - 
* gether with the Fleet *ſoas to be in England " __ 
<« or about, as near as may be, the End of Septem- 
* a unleſs the Circumſtances of the Forces and 
" Ships ſhall neceſſarily require their Return ſooner,” 


"Mm I am now to ſignify to you the King's Pleaſure, that 


* you do not conſider the above-mentioned Time, 
limited for your Return, as intended, in any Man- 


ner, to affect or interfere with the full — of 


the firſt and principal Object of the Expedition, 
, © namely, attempting, as far as ſhal] be found 
te prafticable, a Deſcent on the French Coaſt at or 
B 3 « near 


— — — —ę3 


1.221 


$5: near Reber, in order to EY if prafticable, 


and, by a vigorous Impreſſion, force that Place, 
and to burn and deſtroy, to the utmoſt of your 
„Power, all Shippirg, Docks, Magazines, and Ar- 


ſenals, that ſhall be found there, and exert ſuch 


< other Efforts,” as ſhall be judged moſt proper for 
annoying the Enemy.” And with regard to any 
< other. particular Attempt, which, agreeably to your 
ce Orders, you ſhall have commenced, and in the 
Execution whereof. you fhail be actually. engaged, 

it is aHo his Majeſty's Picaſa, tha: you do net 
« deſiſt from, or break up the ſame, merely and 
* ſolely on Account of the Time limited for your 
* Return by the Iaſtructions above- mentioned; — but 
* that, notwickſtanding the ſame, you do continue with 
* the Troops. during ſuch a farther Number of Days, 


as may afford a competent Time for the Completion 


* of any Operation under the above Circumſtances ; 


after which you are to take Care to return with the 


Forces under your Command, and the Fleet, in the 
6. Manner directed by your former Inſtructions. 


A Paragraph. of a Letter from Sir John Merdaunt ta 
Mr. Secretary Pit, dated Ramilies, Rade de 
* Baſque, zoth September 1757, acknowledging the 
| Receipt of the laſt mentioned Letter (the Receipt 
being proved by Mr. ar? and admitted by. Sir 


- John Mordaunt) dix. 


01 ,$ SIR. } x4; 

aer Laft 7. n had the Honour of yours of the 
«15th. Inſtant; and, am pleaſed: with thinking, that 
5. before. the Receipt of it we had judged right in 


_ "HP to attack: Z 1fle D' Aix, tho? it could not 


bly be done, without breaking in ſome Mea- 
— into his Majeſty's Orders in _ iN) the 


0m ime of our returning to England. 


Tunger of the Yapers « above · mentioned (as © contain- 


ing, Intelligence proyed b 5 Mr. Secretary Pitt to have 


18 Mordaunt. at ſeveral 
Miet- 


% \ | { 


.been. -communicated + to 


* 0 
4 514 


a 
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| Meetings, before he went upon the Expedition) were 


then read, viz. „„ TER 
I. A Letter from Captain, now Lieuteniant-Colonel: - 
Clerk to Sir Jobn Ligonier, dated, London, July 
1 | 


3 nie" oa a = 2 4 ' : 
Lou have defired me to put down in writing, what 


©] mentioned to your Excellency in regard of Rocheforr. 


In returning from Gibraltar in 1754, I went along 


Part of the weſtern Coaſt of France to ſee the Con- 
* ditions of ſome of their Fortifications of their Pla- 


ces of Importance, on purpoſe to jodge, if an 


Attempt could be made with a Probability of Suc- 
< ceſs, in caſe of a Rupture, and of the French 
drawing away their N to Flanders, - Italy, and 
© Germany, in the ſame 


fa anner as they did in the 
laſt War. I had heard that Rochefort, tho a Place 
of the utmoſt Importance, had been very much 
neglected. I went there, and waited upon the, Go- 
vernor in my Regimentals, told him, that I was 
upon my Way to England N and that 
I came on purpoſe to ſee the Place, the Dock, and 
the Men of War. He was very polite; I was 
ſhewed every Thing, went on board ten Ships of 
the Line new built, and an Engineer attended me 

in going round the Place, „ 
I was ſurpriſed to find, that tho? there was a 
ood Rampart with a Revetement, the greateſt Part 
of it was not flank'd but with Redans; that there 
were no Out-Works, no Covert - Way, and in ma- 
ny Places no Ditch, ſo that the Bottom of the 
Wall was ſeen at a Diſtance; that in other Places, 
where the Earth had been taken out to form the 
Rampart, there was left about them a good Height 
of Ground, which was a Diſadvantage to the Place; 
that for above the Length of a Front there was no 
| Rampart, or even Iutrenchment, but as the Ground 
was low and marſhy at that Place, being next the 
River, there were ſome ſmall Ditches, which were 
1 Ba .. 7 


on 


— — a 
4 : 
1 
' 


* 
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5 . 24 1 
6 dry 3 at low Water, yet the Bottom remain · 
© ed muddy and ſlimy. 
Towards the River, there was no Rampart. no 
s Parapet, no Batteries on either Side. Towards the 
Land- ſide, there was ſome high Ground very nigh 
the Place, perhaps at the Diſtance of about 1500 or 
200 Yards. 
Ihe Engineer told me, that the Place had re- 
© mained in that Condition for above 50 or 80 Years, - 
* I got no Plan of the Place, and put nothing 
down in writing, for I found that the whole Town 
© had been talking of me, and thought it very extra- 
0 ordinary, that I ſhould be allowe to go about and 
© ſee every Thing. 
II T burnt even ſome Sketches and Remarks I had by 
me upon other Places, that they might have no 
Fold of me, in caſe they ſearched my Baggage; 
and therefore could only expoſe themſelves, as I 
nad done nothing, but what was Opens aboye board, 
and with Permifſion. 
„However, as to Utility, e eh ſatisfied, 
as if 1 had got a Plan. In regard of the Profil in- 
deed, I have thought ſince, that it would not have 
been amiſs, if 1 had known for certain the exact 
Height of the Rampart: I think that it could not 
well exceed 25 Feet, In Martinitre's Geographical 
Dictionary it is called only 20 Feet high. e 
the Parapet is not included. 
* "9 I wild your Excellency, that T had never ſeen 
any Plan of the Place; but as there had been no 
-* Afteration in the Works for ſo many Years, 1 made 
no Queſtion, but that ſome old Plan of it might 
be found, which would cortefpond exactly with 
what I ſaid; In the Forces de 4 * Europe, which I 
have, there is no Plan of Rochefort, but I found 
bone in the Duke of Argyle's Edition, which I bar- 
r rowed and ſhewed to your, Excellency. It agrees 
2 exactly with what I faid, and with the Sketch J 


5 ey of * before you | from. N Memory, except 


[ 25 ] 
© that a regular Ditch is repreſented every where, 

+ which is not the Caſe. _. 

The River may be about 1 30 Yards broad. The 
Entrance is defended by two or three ſmall Re- 
« doubts, which I did not fee, nor could I venture 
even to go down, and examine the Coaſt. _ 

What JI mentioned to your Excellency of the 
Method of inſulting the Place, conſidering it upon 
the Footing of an immediate Aſſault, I have not 

« put down; for tho' it may be reaſoned upon in a 
general View, yet many Things can only be fixed 
and determined immediately upon the, Spot. I was - 
told, that there are never any Troops at Rochefort, 
but the Marines. T here might be about ooo at 
* that Time. 

By the Expedition to Port Lone in 1746, it 
appeared to me, that the Country People in Arms 
© are very little better than our own, and that an 
Officer, who poſſeſſes himſelf, might march ſafely 


from one End of a Provinez to another with only 


five Companies of Grenadiers, where there are no 


regular Troops. They imagine at firſt they can fight, 


© and their Intentions are good, till it comes to the 
« Point, when every Body gives Way, almoſt before 
the firing of a Platoon. 
* In writing this I have obeyed with Pleas. as [ 
£ have always done, your Excellency's Commands, 
Ian, Oe. Rolert rl. , 
To Sir Joby Ligonier. 


OY 
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U. A TRANS I. A. 
TION of the Paper, 


Intituled © Memoire | 


2 fur la Force actuelle 


« de la France, et les 
Services, auxquels 
Elle eſt em ployee 
dans LP Anne 1757, 


| ie fame being pro- 
ved by Mr. Hod to be 
a faithful Tranflation 4 
and the Original being 


at the r Tire laid 
defore the Court for 


their Satisfaction.) vir. | 


| MEMORIAL 


9 of the actual Force of | 
© France by Land, and | 


97 the Services on Which 


Tear 1757, 


| HE French Army, | 
at the Beginning 


of the preſent Troubles, 

* conſiſted only of 1 57,347 
Men, not including the 
Màilitia and the Invalids. 
© Tt was compoſed in the 
6 following Manner, 


French 


MEMOIRE. 


Sur Ia Force aZaelle de ls 
France par Terre, et les 


3 * 


emplqee dans P annie 

1457% 

L Arme Fr ran * an 
, Commencement des 

Troubles preſentes, ne con- 


Aſtcit quien 157,347 
Hommes, non compriſe la 


etoit compoſee de la Maniere 
ſuivante; 3 
In- 


| Services auxquels elle oft 
© it is employed in the | 


Milice et les Invalides. Elle 


0 
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ee 8,330 | Infanterie Francoiſe 330 
Artillery 3 Artillerie * — 
Foreign Foot 25.589 Infanterie Etrangere 25, 589 
« King's Houſd. Horſe 3, 210 Maiſon du Roy, Caval. 3, 210 
French Horſe 14.5 20 Cavalerie Francoiſe 14.5 20 

* Foreign Horſe 960 Cavalerie Etrangere 960 
18 Dra goons + 7,680 Dragons — 7,080 
_ 5 Huffars - 800 Huſſars $8oa 
* Light Troops 2, 158 Troupes Legeres, 2,158 
157.347 157,347 
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* king in all 2560 Men. 


The Royal Volunteers | 
and Fiſcher*s Corps were 


K KX „ 6 


guſt 1755, an Augmen- 
Companies of 45 Men 


an Augmentation was 


Regiment four Squa- 


Horſe of 10 Men a 


not know exactly to 


In the Month of Au- 
tion was made of four 


each, in every Battalion 
of the King's Regiment, 
and of four Companies 
of 40 Men each, in eve- 
ry common Battalion of 
French Foot, which made 
in all 29, 620 Men. 

About the ſame Time 


made in the Dragoons, 
which made up every 


drons of 640 Men, ma- 
In the Month of De- 
cember, of the ſame Year 


1755, an Augmentation 
was alſo made in the 


Company, 'in all 5560 
Men. | 4 : 1 | 


alſo augmented 3 we do 


Au Mois d Aout 1155, 
on fit une Augmentation de 


| 4 Compagnies de 45 Hem- 


mes ' chacune dans chaque 
Bataillon du Regiment du 


chaque Bataillon ordinaire 


| de 1'Infamerie Frangoiſe : 


ce qui faiſoit en tout 29,620 
Hommes. . 
Environ le meme Tems, 
une Augmentation ſe fit dans 
les Dragons, qui porta 


drons de 640 Hommes mon- 


tant en tout 4 2,560 


Der a 


de la mime Anne 17655, 
une Augmentation ſe fit pa- 


de 10 Hommes par Com- 
pagnie, en lout 3, 560 
n A 

Les Volontaires Royaux, 


rent auſſi augmentes; nous 
ne ſavons pas au juſte de 


cording! g 


what Number; but, ac- | 


combien, mais, ſelon nos 
| Avis, 


Ney, et de 4 Compagmies de + 
40 Hommes chacune, dans 


chaque Regiment a 4 Eſca- 


An Mois de Decembre | 


reillement dans la Cavalerie, 


29 les corps de Fiſcher, fu- | 


Garriſon at Toulon, Mar- 
ſeilles, Gette, Antibes, &c. 


1261 


cording to our Advices, 
this Augmentation came 
to 680 Men, or therea- | 


Augmentations amount 


conſequently, the French 
Army (without reck- 


auer which I put at 


poſed —_— 196,000 Men. 
They have, it 1s. true, 
raiſed two new Regi- 
ments in the Country of 
Liege; but notwithſtan- 
ding that, their regular 
Troops are Ander 
20, ooo Men. 
The Iſlands of Mi. 

norca and Corſi ca, with 
the Colonies in America, 
take up 25,000 Men at 
leaſt ; they embarked in 
the Spring, 3,' Or 4000 
Men for different Servi- 
ces in the two Iudies; 


Ig NN KM RX RM A G K A W a «© a c «a 
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were compleat, would 
amount to 92, ooo Men; 
Marſhal Ricbelieu's is 
32,606; a Body of 6 
or 7,000 Men muſt alſo 
be reckoned, which they 
are obliged to keep in 


W @ 


'A 


=. 


« at Hand far that Part of 
« the Coaſt, 
2 Ac- 


-s 


bouts. Theſe ſeveral | 


to. 38,420 Men; -and 


oning the Militia and the | 


Marſhal. d' Etree's Ar- 
my, if. the Regiments 


Avis, cetie Augmentation 
alloit a 680 Hommes, ou 
environ. 

Toules ces differentes Aug- 
mentationsmontent a 38, 420 
Hommes ; et par conſequent 
P Armie Frangoiſe ( ſans 
compter la Milice et les In- 
valides, que je mets au dela 
de 67, ooo) eſt compoſer de 


ooo) is com- 196,000. Hommes. Ils ont, 
a la verite, leve deux Nau: 


veaux: Regiments dans le 
Pais de Liege; mais mal- 
gre tout cela, leurs T roupes 
reglies ſont au deſſous de 
deux Cent Mille reren 


ö 


Fax Ies de Mivarguy 0 ef 
de Corſe avec les Colonies 
en Amerique, occupent - an 
Moins 25,000 Hommes ; 
Is ont fait embarquer, ar 
Printems, E: 2 4000 Hom- 
mes pour differens Services 
aur deux Indes; I Arme 
de Monfieur le Martchal 


d'Eſtrees, ſi les Regimen 


* 


eloient complets, iroit a 
92,000 Hommes; celle du 
Martchal de Richelieu ef 


compter une Corps de 6 on 


7000 Hommes, qu' ils ſont 


obliges de tenir en Garniſon 
4. Toulon, Marſeilles, Cer- 
te, Antibes, Ec. d portee 
de cette Partie de leur Cite. 


. 


de 32,665. faut auſt 


f m o TTT. . ĩᷣ wo” Were HR. * 


al 


17 
a 
2 
t 
2 ; 
* 
2 
2 
* 
* 
. 


and the Coaſt. 


mine, dit—Qu'll a ex- 


N "Os! 4 

According to this] Selon ce Calcul, 4 
« Calculation then, there v9/# 1 60,000 Hommes fe 
© are 160,000 regular Troupes regltes employees ; 
« Troopsemployed; there | II reftera environ 40,000 


© will remain about 40,000 | Hommes pour tous les Gar- 


Men for all the Garri- niſons depuis Sedan juſ- 
« ſons from Sedan to the | qu aux Frontiersde la Suiſſe, 
Frontiers of Swifſerland ; | de meme que pour celles du 
cas alſo for thoſe of Rou- | Rouſillon er de la Guienne, 
* fillou and Guienne, with- | ſans parler de la F landres 
out ſpeaking of Flanders | et de la Cote. 


We reckon about Nous comptons environ 
© 20,000 Men placed | 20,000 Hammes places de- 


from St. Valery toBergue; | puis St. Valery ju/qu* 2Ber- 


ſo that we have all the gue, de fagonque nous avons 
© Reaſon to believe that tout lieu de croire, qu'il ne 
there cannot be 10, ooo peut pas y avoir 10,000 
Men more from St. Va- | Hommes de plus, depuis St. 


« lery to Bourdeane. Valery. jaſau a Bourdenux. | 


III. Taz Minure taken in Arlington-ſtreet, 


1757, containing the Examination of 7o/eph Tierry, 


a French Pilot, (a Tranſlation being at the ſame 
Time laid before the Court, but not offcred to 
them as authentick) viz. 

£4 . Arlington- ſtreer, Augu I 7 5 7. 


e Preſent, | 
6 Lord Anſon,, Mr. Secretary Pitt, 
Sir Ed. Hawke, Gen. Ligonier, 


Lit. Gen. Sir J. Mordaunt, Adm. Knowles, 


Major Gen. Conway, Capt. Clarke. 


Lord Holderneſſe.“ 


J LE nommẽ Joſepb T1- 
4 erry Pilote Francois, 


| TRANSLATION. 
Tak. Tierry @ French 
Pilot, born © | 


Natif de f the Proteſ: | 


1 * Þ roteſtant de tant Religion, having been 
Religion, aiant ẽtẽ exa- 
Be. Has been for above 20 
Years in the Employ- 

| | ment 


s Erce le metier de Pilote 
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examined, ſaith,—— That 
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e fut bs Cotes de France 
au de la de vingt ans, 
qu'il a ſervi comme pre- 
mier Pilote a bord de di- 
vers vaiſſeaux du Roi de 
France, & nommement 
du Magnanime, fur. le 
quel il a ſervi pendant 
P eſpece de vingt et deux 
Mois; qu'il a conduit 
le dit vaiſſeaux le Mag- 
nanime pluſieurs Fois a 
Rade de Pl/le de Aix, 
et qu'il connoit bien len- 
trẽe & la ſortie de la dite 
Rade; que le chennel 
entre les Iſles D' Oleron, 
& de Rb4 a trois lieues 


voiè ſur le Magnanime; 
que les Bancs qu il faut 
eviter ſont prẽs de la ter- 
re; qu'on en peut diſ- 
tinguer les Briſans a une 
diſtance 
qu'il y a une Banc nom- 
mee le Boiard, dont on 
me courre pas grand 
riſque, moiennant les 
Briſans,qui annoncent ſa 
ſituation; Que pour en- 
trer a la Rade d Aix, il 
n' y a pas de telles diffi- 
. cultes, qu'il · ſoit neceſ- 
' faire d'avoir un Pilote 
pour y conduire des 
grands vaiſſeaux; qu'il y 
2 bon moulliage tant en 
* dedans la Rade qu'en 
de- 
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de large; qu il y a lou- 


conſiderable; v 


Coaſts of France, and has 
| ſerved as firſt Pilot on 


| Board ſeveral of theFrench 


King's Ships, having been 
for twenty-iwo Months on 
Board the Magnanime, 
which ſaid Ship he has ſe- 
veral Times brought into the 


Road of the Iſle d' Aix, and 
very well how to g 


knows 
in and out of the ſaid Road; 
that the Channel between 


ron is 3 Leagues broad, and 
that he has turned it in 
and out in the Magna+ 
nime. That the Shoals, 


near the Land, and the 
Breakers are to diſtinguiſhed 
at a confiderable Diſtance 5 
that there is a Shoal called 
the Boiard, which is not 

' dangerous, as the 


that the Entrance into the 
Road of Aix, is not ſo dif- 
ficult as to-require a Pilot 
| to bring in great Ships ; that 
there is good Anchorage 
both within the Road, and 
out at Sea, in 12 and 14 
Fathom Water, "quite ts 
Bayon ne. | 


| 
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„ Ne, * the 


the Iſlands of Rhe and Ole- 


which are to be avoided art 


Breaters ſhew its Situation; 
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Que le plus gros vaiſ- 


S „ K A „ 


miles Anglciſes, 


dehors en Mer a 12 & 
14 Braſſes d' eau juſqu'a 
Bayonne. 


viron ſept Miles d' An- 


gleterre de circuit, & 


une quarantaine de Ca- 
banes, ou Maiſons, raſ- 
ſemblẽs dans une eſpece 
de village; qu'il y a une 


Batterie de vingt quatre 


a vingt ſix canons de 24 
lb. de Bale, mais qu'il 
n'y a point de Fortifica- 


tion; que les plus gros 


vaiſſeaux peuvent en ap- 


procher de bien prẽs, & 


que le vaiſſeau le Mag- 


. 


Que i Iſie de dix a - That the Iſle PAix 2 
about ſeven. Epgliſh Miles 


in Circumference; there are 

about 40 Huts or Houſes 
together in a kind of Vil- 
lage; that there is a Bat- 
tery of 24, or 26 Guns, 24 
Paunders, but that there 
is no Fortification; that the 
largeſt Ships may came very 
near it, and that the Mag- 
nanime, alone, might de- 
troy the ſaid Battery in a 
' very ſhort Time. 


nanime ſeul pourroit en- 


peu de temps deſtruire 
la dite Batterie. 


eaux peuvent monterJuſ- 


qu'a Vergerot, a deux 


miles Anglo ſes de Pem- 
bouchure de la Riviere 


avec leurs Canons, & E- 
quipage; que la Riviere | 


eſt fort etroite. 


Que Pon peut mettre 
du Monde a terre au nord 
d'une Batterie nommèe de 


Fourras ſans etre vu du 
Fort, dans une praierie, 
ou le terrain eſt ferme et 
uni, a la grande Porte 
des Canons des Vaiſſeaux. 


Que de PFendroit, ou 
l'on met pied a terre, juſ- 


qu'a Rochefort il J a cinq 
e Che- 


min 


That the largeſt Ships 
can go up as far as Verge- 
rot, /wo Engliſh Miles 
from the Mouth of the Ri- 
ver, with their Guns and 


« 


narrow. . 


at Men may be land- 
ed to the North of a Bat- 
tery called de Fourras, ont 


Mea 
is firm and level, and with- 
in Rendom-Shot of the, 
S Ou, Eo 

That from the Landing- 
Place to Rochefort, is frog 


| Engliſh Miles, the Raad 


dry, and not interſecled ei: 
iber 


Men, that the River is very 
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of Sight of the Fort, on a, 
dew where the Graund 
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© min ſec, & n'eſt point | cher by Ditches, er Moraſs. 


© © coupe par des foſſes, ny R 
3 5 : | | og fo 
Que la villeeſt preſqſue That the City is almoſt W 
© entourree par un ram-'| /urrounded with a Ram- D 
part, mais que Pendroit, | Part, But that on both Sides, ſp 
© qui aboutit a la Riviere | in that Place which ends at th 
des deux cotes, il n'y a | the River there is no Wall Ge 
point de mur Peſpace de | for the Length of fixty Pa- 8¹ 

« ſoixante pas, quin eſt fer- ¶ ces, the Tncloſure being only th. 

© me ſimplement que par | Bar or Paliſade, and the St 
une Barriere ou Paliſade, | Ground to come up to the wl 
et que le terrain pour | Pakſade is not inter ſected Sk 
© aborder les dites Pali- | by any Foſſe. "© © © 11 
© ſades n'eſt coupẽ d' au- 5 | thi 
J oe A aſk 
q | | to 
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LiIzuTEN ANT CoLowner RoperT CLERK - who 


was employed as principal Engineer on the Ex- 5 
pedition, being ſworn and queſtioned, Whether he — 
was at any Time at Rochefort? 1 

Anſwered, Yes, in the Year 1754. | Gil 


| 15 Whether he at any Time wrote a Letter to 

Sir John Ligonier touching the State or Strength of C. 
Rochefort? 8 | þ 
Al. He did in the Month of Fuly laſt. Mo 
The Letter before read, which bears date the 13th hag 

of July 1757, being ſhewn to him, he ſaid, that the : 
ſame is of his Writing, and is the Letter he now re- 75 
or ages the Contents of which he remembers per- k _ 

Bri ig deſired to diſcloſe to the Court any Matter, WU > 
other ian contained in the ſaid Letter, which he 70 
judges material for the Information of the Court, as = 
tending to ſhew the Practicability or Impracticability 
of an Attack upon Rochefort, ſo far as the ſame was Cre 
communicated to Sir John Mordaunt;  _. = | 
He depoſed, that on the 26th of September laſt 
he went to the Ifle of Ais to examine ſome of the 
principal Officers of the Fort, te ſee if he could 
procure from- them any Information in Regard to 


J. 
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Rochefort. He examined two or three at firſt, buf 
found they would give him no diftinft Anſwer, or 
which he*reſolved io dine with them, and paſs the 
Day. After Dinner, he told them, that he. bad 
ſpoke to two or three of the Company in Regard to 
the Strength of Rechefort' and other Places on the 
Coaſt, but that they ſeemed wy much afraid of 
giving him the ſmalleſt Degree of Information, but 
that their Caution was needleſs, as he knew the 
State of thoſe Places as well as any of them: On 
which he took out his Pencil, and drew a' ſlight 
Sketch firſt of Rochelle, deſcribing its weak Parts, 
and then began. and. deſcribed in the ſame. Manner 
the Town of Rochefort, He did not immediately 
alk their Opinions to confirm what he had ſaid, but 
took the Engineer with him, who was one of tlie 
Company, and walked: round the Fort; and in the 
Way told him, that there had been a Diſpute between 
him and one of his Acquaintance, who khew nothing 
of the Place, but by Hearſay, whether Water cauld 
be thrown round the Town of Rocthefurt, and the Ditch 
filled: The Engineer anſwered, it was impoſſible, 
upon Account of the Heighth of ſome Parts of the 
Ground: The Engineer added, that he had oſten 
been at Rochefort, but that he could not give ſo par- 
ticular an Account of it, as he had done; for he 


had not examined it with the greateſt Attention, hav- 


ing always Conſidered it, as an open Place. Phis 
Circumſtance, he (Lieut, Col. Clert) communicated 
to Sir Jobn Mordaunt the next — (being the 257th) 
at 9 O Clock in the Morning, and like wiſe to Major 
General Conway, as they were walking together on the 
Top of the Donjeon-over the Gateway! of the Fort at 
the Ifle of Aix. The Anſwer Sir Fobn Mordaunt gave 
him at the Time was, that he was of Opinion, no 
Credit could be given to what a French Engineer ſaitli 
on ſych a Subject, and aſked the Deponent, if he 

was in the French Engineer's Situation, whether :he - 
would have given any Informatibn of that kind: He 
e CE 
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L 341 | 
replied, * Different Men have different Characters; 
for my Part I believe him. 

Being aſked, Whether he was ſent by Sir John 
Mordaunt to the Ilſle of Aix at this Time to get In- 
formation? i | | 
-» Anſwered, No; not at this Time. 


+ Aſked, Whether he had any Recommendation to 


the Governor of Rochefort, which procured him the 
Civility he met with in being permitted to view 
ons Thing? 2 ff 7 155, = 
Anſwered, No; that he appeared in his Regimen- 
tals openly ; that he has travelled a great deal in 
France, and always in his Regimentals, and never 
was refuſed ſeeing any Place, but once at Cette, and 
that by a very particular Man, who refuſed the La- 
dies Permiſſion to walk in the Gardens. 
Being queſtioned (at the Deſire of Sir John Mor- 
daunt) What is meant by the Expreſſion of © a Front“ 
uſed in his Letter? „„ 
Anſwered, He reckons it at a common Medium; 
thinks 320 or 300 Yards.  ' FEW ohee: 
2, If an able French Engineer had as many Work- 
men as he wanted at Rochefort, how long it would 
take to throw 'up ſuch an Entrenchment, 'as would 
make it equally fecure, againſt a Coup de Main, with 
She reſt;of the Work? 
A. Every Body knows the Difficulty of anſwering 
a Queſtion. of this Kind, as it depends much on the 
Nature of the Ground; likewiſe, what may be the 
— of a very able Engineer, much ſuperior to 
what he pretends to be, might not entirely agree with 
his Sentiments; for his Part, he reckons, that Ram- 
part was conſtructed in fo abſurd a Manner, and the 
Circumftance of the Ditch ſuch, that he imagines it 
not impoſſible, that ſuch an Entrenchment might be 
thrown up, ſo as to put it on a Footing with the 
reſt of > 4 Place in. a few Days Time; he cannot 
anſwer the Queſtion with more Preciſion, 
It being Three o'Clock, Adjourned till Tomorrow 
Morning 10 o'Clock, _ 5 
1 Thurſday, 


/ 
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EN Tuunxspav, DzcemrR 1 5, 1757. 
THE COURT being met purſuant to Adjournment, 
Lieutenant Colonel Clerk was again called in, and 
queſtioned, as mention is made in his Evidence of 


the Heighth of ſome Part of the Ground, — Whether 
the Inequality of the Ground at Rochefort is ſuch, that 


any part of the Ditch muſt be conſiderably above High 


Water Mk! ÞÞ RES — 8 
Aiſwered, He conceives, the upper Part is conſi- 
derabiy higher, than the High- Water Mark; though 
it is very difficult to judge of the Level of Ground 
with the Eye. 5 2 
9. Whether he made any Enquiry into the State of 
Rochefort, after their Arrival in the Baſque Road, be- 
fore the 25th of September) 
A. On the 24th, he was ſent by Sir John Mordaunt 


from the Ramilies, which was lying in the Road of 


Baſque, to the Iſle of Aix, to examine what Priſoners 
he could find, who had been at Rochefort; and, at 
the ſame Time to reconnoitre the Point, which runs 
out from Fouras : He went to the Iſland, where he 
found Captain Hamilton, Aid de Camp to Major Ge- 
neral Conway; who told him, that Major General 
Comway had taken ſuch Priſoners, as he found capa- 
ble of iving any ſatisfactory Account, on Board 
Ship with him; upon which, after ſpeaking to ſome 
of the Priſoners, and not receiving any Satisfaction, 
and giving himſelf the leſs Trouble, as Major Gene- 
ral Conway had done that Part already, he went on 


Board a Ship; and, after Dinner, aſked Captain How 
to go along with him to.reconnoitre the Point of Fou- 


ras; and propoſed to tim to go on Shore, which was 
agreed to: They went accordingly, as did alſo Mr. 


Boyd and Mr. Williams; and after walking a Couple 


of Miles over a ſpongy Neck of Land, which is 
overflowed at High- Water, they came upon the ſo- 
lid Continent, I he thought it not proper to pro- 
eced any farther; leſt, if they ventured beyond the 
. | __ n 
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Neck of Land, they might be ſurrounded, or cut 

off. They ſaw Fouras Giftinfy, that is to ay, the 

Walls; they could not ſee the Fortifications, as they 
viewed it by Moon-light, and believes, upwards of 
an Engliſh Mile diſtant; they alſo ſaw a Fire, like 
the Plaſh of a Pan, about 4 Mite off, which made 
him propoſe to return on Board Ship: Mr. Boyd ſaid, 
lie heard a Fuzee go off; but the Deponent cannot 

ſay, he did: I hey heard afterwards, from a Bat- 
tery or Redoubt, (which is called Fort d Aguille) a 
Beating to Arms; they heard it very diſtinCly ; ; but 
he cannot ſay at what Diſtance. 

2: If he can recollect, how the Wind was at chat 
| Ti ime ? 

A. It was perſectly calm. 


2. Did he make any Obfectvations in chi Walk! 


A. He don't remember any thing of Conſequence; 
he reported it next Morning to Sir Jobn Mor daunt. 
5 'V Whereabouts he went on Shore? 
A. At the Point of Land called Ille Denis, by runs 
out from Fort Fouras. 
2. Did he land immediately on the Shore? 
A. They landed on a Rock, between which Rock 
and the ſolid Continent is the ſpongy Ground he has 
Lot _ 

2. When did he leave Gibraltar ls WD 

A. In September 1753. 

© ©, As he mentions in his Peer having Bate at 
-RocÞfor in the Year 1754; Whether he has at any 
Time in the Interval of three Years, between that 

and 1757, mentioned the Obſervations he made there? 
A. He has ſpoke of them to one or two People, 
who, he believes, may have mentioned them; and 
indeed, he ſpoke of them with an Intention they 
ſhould be Webel The Letter to Sir Jobn Ligo- 
nier was wrote by Sir Fobr's Order, and aroſe from 
ſome Converfation, which had before paſſed on the 
Subject, Sir Fob! ape. —=_ to o put his Obſervations 
in Writing. . 


2 Whe⸗ 


| gonter, in relation to Rochefort, before 


oh 1370 
* Whether he had any Diſcourſe with Sir Fobn Ls. 
1 5 
being the Month, in which his Letter is dated? Re 

A. He does not know, that he mentioned any 
Thing of Rochefort to Sir Fobn Ligonier in JI 
before July 1757. 

2: (By Deſire of Sir- John Mordaunt) Cou'd he 
obſer ve any Bank or Dyke at Kecbefort, which d 
rated the dry Foſſẽ from the wet one? 

A. He remembers none; he is abſolttely clear in 
his inion, it was impoſſible to let the” Water | in- all 
round. 115 

I {by the Court.) Whether if he had been in 
Rochefort, and the Defence of the Place had been leſt 
to him, as an Engineer, and he had had ten Days Notice 
of a Force marching up, he could have put it in a ſuf- 
ficient Poſture of Defence againſt a de Main? 

A. No; but that depends areatly upon che Num- 


ber of the Garriſon. He expl ned, that, what he un- 


derſtands by a Coup de Main is taking a Place in one, 
— e « or four Days Thins without a On _ 
tac 

2; Could it have been arrucked wichour opening 
Frenches? 5 ; 

N | „ N 

9. Had they Kaliog: Ladders * Le 

A. They hugh ſcaling Ladders 30 Feet highs and 


the Ramparts at Roc _ were but 25 Feet at the 
higheſt, raking in the 
Sir Joby 1 he . An vous thing at the 


arapet; for in his Letter to 


higheſt. : 

9, If Rochefort could not have been taken unider h 
three or four Days, whether Artillery would not 
have been neceſſary to facilitate” the taking of the 


Place? 


A. Undoubtellly; . Arier 5 — hive been pro 
per ; but perhaps 3 neceſſary. * 01: 
Had they ſuch Artillery! 


4 They had Artillery for” chat Pavpoſez es as 


cy as he jargon r . Six" 24 Pounders, 


and 
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Fe four 12 Pounders, together with ſpare Catriages. 

Does he think the Artillery could have been 
landed with tolerable Eaſe? _ 

A. He thinks, very eaſily, at Chatelaillon By. 

5 W 8 that is on theRochefortSide of theCharente? 

es 

How near could the Tranſports « come, in order 
to land the Troops? 

A. The Report of the Rear-Admiral and Captains 
of Men of War anſwers that Queſtion. 

2: (At Sir Jobn Mordaunt's Deſire) What Day he 
made himſelf Maſter of the Nature of the Coaſt? 

A. The firſt he heard of the Report of the Rear- 
Admiral and Captains was from Captain Buckle on 
the 25th; and he was afterwards more fully informed 
on the 28th, and in the Way home, 

2. Does what he ſays, in regard to landiog the 
Artillery, ariſe from an Opinion he formed _ the 
Spot, or what he has heard ſince? 

A. He formed that Opinion on the Spot; on any 
andy. Beach, he imagines, wherever Troops can 
land, Artillery can be landed. 

2 Was he ever preſent and afliſtiog at the At- 
Sack of any Place ? 

A. He was at the Siege of 3 a Vo- 
Junteer, and taken Priſoner the Day of the Aſſault; 
he was alſo at Port POrient, Engineer in Ordinary, 
which now gives the Rank of Captain; and went a 


Volunteer with Sir John Mordaunt to Oftend, but they 


did not arrive, till after the Siege; he ſaw the EET, 
yu was afterwards i in the Trenches, ney 


- COLONEL FAMES WOLFE, 3 as 
Quarter. Maſter· General on the Expedition) being 
ſworn, and defired to declare whatever he knows ma- 

terial for the Information of the Court, tending to 
ſhew the Practicability, or Impracticability, of a De- 
ſcent on the French Coaſt, in Order to an. Attack up- 
on Rochefort at any Time while the Expeditiqn was 


7 5 12 * That Sir; Jobn Mordaunt ſept 
Colonel 


" ©) Dep mm mw wk a /// ES d ˙ EE oo OR 


8. 
en 


turning to England? . 


EE 
Colonel Howard, Lieutenant-Colonel: Murray, and 
himſelf, on the 29th of September, to view the Bay of 
Chatelaillon. They went firſt on board the Viper 
Sloop, which anchored neareſt to the Land, and had 
but a very imperfect View of the Land from thence ; 


Colonel Howard in particular had a good deal of Con- 
verſation with the Captain of the Sloop, with regard 
to the Obſervations he had made. Not thinking they 
ſaw any thing diſtinctly enough from thence to make 
a Report upon, they went in a Boat, and rowed with- 
in the great Bay of Chatelaillon, within a Mile and a 
half ofthe Coaſt, being as near as they could venture 
with Safety; and the Report they made to Sir Fohn 
Mordaunt, when they returned was, that they had not 


ſeen any Entrenchments, Redoubts, Batteries, or 


Troops, to prevent their landing in the great Bay of 
Chatelaillon : That they had ſeen fix Pieces of Artil- 


| lery upon the Point of Chatelaillon, and that the 


Sand Hills on the Shore were high enough to conceal 


the Motions of any Troops behind them (even Horſe 
he believes) from Boats rowing to the Shore. They 


further reported, what Information they had received 
from the Captain of the Viper, namely, That ſome 


Days before that, he had ſeen a Number of Men on 


the Coaſt with Colours (but the Captain could not 
aſcertain the Number)- marching from the Side of 
Rochelle to the great Bay of Chatelaillon, down to the 


left of the Point, and that thoſe Men had been work- 

ing in the Sand Hills three or four Days, he is not 
ſure which, and had c 
added, that before they went out of the Viper, they 
ſaw ſome Guards, or Poſts, upon the Shore of the leſſer 
Bay, juſt upon the Edge of the Coaſt. *' 


hanged the Form of them. He 


Being aſked, Whether their Report was made pre- 


. 


vious, or ſubſequent, to the Reſolution taken of re- 


Anſwered, It was made about Five o'Clock in the 


Evening of the 29th; he cannot ſay, whether before 
or after that Reſolution, as he does not know at what 
Time of the Day that Reſolution was taken: 


4 oy Being 
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Being aſked, Whether ever he was ſent wut to re 
connoitre before the 29th ?. 

Anſwered, That he was not em aut to reconnoitre 
before; but went 9 by Sir John Mordaunt's Leave 
rather than being ſent, about one O'Clock of the 2 2d, 
during the 7 Vs. of the Iſle of Aix, and came to the 
Fort a 2 little while after it furrendered... He landed, 
and got upon the Ramparts, and from thence viewed 
| Fourgs, and the Land about it; he ſtayed as little 
while as he.could, and then returned immediately to 
the Ramilies, which was anchored at a conſiderable 
- Diſtance from the Iſle of Aix, andl made a Sort of a 
| Report, of what he had Se to Sir Edward Hawke 
and Sir Jobn Mordaunt. He mentioned the Situation 
of Fouras, as it appeared to him, and took Notice of 
what he thought to be the Strength of it, to the Ad- 
miral and the General, which he was induced to do, 
as nobody elſe within his Knowledge had done it, 
and 2427 bf the Liberty of ſaying to Sir Edward Hawke, 
that he believed, if the Depth of Water would allow 
of coming near enough, a Ship would batter it down 


very 2 or at leaſt would ſo far take the Fire of 


rt pon the Ship, that the Troops might very 

Riel land round —— it: hat he ſpoke of the 
Land on the other Side of the Fort was from Conjec- 
ture Oply. Sir Edward Harde at that Time feemed 
to embrace the >:apoſal with a great deal of Warmth, 
and Sir Joby Mardauut ſo far approved of it, that he 
vg Wd told, Has Sir Jahn —1 the other Generals 
5 ade the Prapoſal, in a more formal 
lag - Officers. The Deponent be- 


Poſed, the Pilot of the Magtanime could very well 
inform him of the Depth of Water; and as the Ad- 
murals and Generals did not appear to diſapprove of 
his ſpeaking upon that Point, he juſt hinted to Sir 
rd Hate, that it might not be amiſs to cauſe 
ſome Diverſion on che Side of Rachelle, to divide the 
Enemy 8 Attention, which he apprehended might be 
1 3 means of the rag he mentions 


this 
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We he ſaid to Sir Edward Hawke, that, as he ſup- 
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this particularly, as Sir Edward had ſo far agreed to 
it, that he ſent both for the Pilot and the Bomb- 
ketches up from the Iſle of Ax that Night, as he be- 
lieves, the Deponent having ſuggeſted to him his 
Opinion, that there was not a Moment's Time to be 
joſt.— The next Morning the Deponent, not having 
been able himſelf to ſee the Ground on the other Side 
Fourus, ſpoke to the Pilot, and? aſked him ſome 
Queſtions concerning that Ground, articularly, 
whether a Body of Men, being | vehed 1 in Boats or 
Cutters, could be landed during the ſuppoſed Attack 
by Sea, between Fouras and Fort Ja Pointe, fo as to 
cut off the Communication from Rochefort. The Pi- 


lot ſeemed clearly to underſtand his-Notion of the 


Attack, and of landing at the ſame Time on both 
Sides the Fort, and told the Deponent he could, or 
believed he could, (he cannot fay poſitively which) 
take the Magnanime up to batter the Fort; as alſo, 
that the landing between Foiiras and la Pointe was 
very practicable, ſuppoſing the Fort to be attacked, 
as propoſed, at the ſame Time. 

Being aſked, at the Deſire of Sir Joby Mordaunt, 
whether, on the Evening of the 23d, Sir Edward 
Hawke did not tell him, that he intended the next 
Morning to ſend up a Ship to batter Fouras ? 

Anſwered, He underſtood | Sir Edward Hawke's 


Intentions to be ſuch. 


Aſked, (by the Court) What Number of Men bu | 
apprehends could have been landed in the Boats? 

Anſwered, In all the Boats of the Fleet he con- 
ceives 22 or 23 Hundred Men; he means, Infantry. 

Aﬀeed, (by Deſire of Sir Jobn Mordaunt )* What 


Number of Troops, under a good Officer, might 


have been ſufficient to prevent their Tg] in a. 
telaillon Bay out of Roats? . © # 
Anſwered, This is only Matter of Opinion, and 
depends intirely on the Goodneſs of the Officer; but 
according to his Notions, he ſhould imagine a thou- 
_ regular good Foor, and two or three hundred 
"My 


- 
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Horſe, excluſive of Artillery, would ER it very 
difficult for 22 or 23 Hundred Men to land there. 

Aſked, (by the Court) when the Men were in the 
Boats, how far had they to row to Land? 

. Anſwered, The Tranſports were anchored at dif- 

ferent Diſtances ; ; they were, one with another, about 

four or five Miles from the Shore. 

_ - Aſked, In what Boats the Men were intended to be 
landed ? 

- Anſwered, In the Long- boats of the Men of War 
and Tranſports, which muſt have been towed by the 
Row- boats and Pinnaces, as the Wind was off Shore, 
on the 28th. When the Wind was fair, he believes 
it might be paſſible to ſet Sail for the Purpoſe of 
—.— —The Tranſports had each of them a Long- 
boar, and moſt of them two or three rowing Boats. 

Aſked, How near he was at any Time to Fort 
Feuras ? 

Anſwered, The neareſt Diſtance he ever was to 

Fort Fouras was on the Donjeon at the Iſle of Aix, 

which is about five Miles from the Fort, as he 
8. 

Aſxed, How near che Sand Hills were to the 
Water ? 

Anſwered, They ſcemed to be pretty n near at High 
Water; they are, as they ſay, about Fifty Yards 
from High-Water Mark. 

Aſked, At what Diſtance the landing could be 
made from the Six Pieces. of a mentioned i in 
his Evidence? | 

Anſwered, That it depends on the navigating of the 
Boats; but he conceives it* poſſible to dg intirely 
out of the Reach of that Artillery. 

Aſked, How does he compute the 22 or 23 hun- 
dred Men, which - ſuppoſes could have been landed 
at once ? 

Anfwered, Sir John Merdaunt, by. his Orders on 
the 28th, had provided, that the Boats ſhould not be 
x00 much crowded ; and the Deponent took ſome 


W to enquire, how * Men had been * 
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ed, and how many were intended to be embarked ; 
and from thence he made this e e but can- 
not pretend to be exact. | 


REAR-ADMIRAL 7. HOMAS B BRODRICK be. 


ing ſworn, was aſked, What Day the Fleet, fent out 


upon the Expedition, arrived off the Coaſt of France? 
Anſwered, T 1 the _ _ * 
2. What Day t y got within the Baſque oad?* 
4. The 22d or 23d; thinks the 23d; the Attack 
of — Iſle of Aix was made the ſame Day. | 


2; Whether he was at any Time ſentout to recon- Z 


noitre, and make Soundings ? 

A. He was ſent out the 23d in the Afternoon by 
Sir Edward Hawke, and was upon that Service all 
Night, and continued upon it, he thinks, till 3 or 4 

9 Clock the Afternoon following, when he returned, 


and immediately made his Report to Sir Edvbard | 
Hawke. 
© APAPER, purporting to be a Copy of the ſaid Re- 


port, being produced and ſhewn to Rear-Admiral 


Brodrick, he peruſed and conſidered the ſame, and 


informed the Court, that he believes it to be an exact 
Copy. of the Report made by him to Sir Edward 


- Hawke, jointly with the three Captains ſent with him 


upon that Service, which was then read in Words 

following: g 

« In Purkmace of an Onder FI Sir Edward Hawke, 
Knight of the Bath, Admiral of the blue Squa- 
©. dron of his Majefty's Fleet, &c. Dated the 23d 
n of September, 17 1 

NIE the under written went and ſounded the 

1 French Shore from Rochelle to Fort Fouras, 

and find as follows. 

From the ſouth Point of the Entrance of Rethelle, 


l (on which Point there are 27 Guns mounted on Bar- 
bet) to the Point of the Augolin, we find it a rocky 


Shore, and ſteep Clitts, with Shoals near two Miles 


J off; from Angolin to n we find a fair, hard, 


ſandy, 
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© ſandy Beach, with a Flat lying eff near two. Miles, | 


e having but thres Fathom at High Water at that 
HPiſtance, but clear Ground, along which Beach 
are Sand Hills about F ifty Yards from the Top of 
High Water. On the Point of Cbatelaillon are two 
8. Gunz on Barbet, which can nd Ways annoy the 
landing of the Troops in the Bays of either Side of 
© itz and off which Point runs a Riff of Rocks Weſt 
two Miles, which; are dry at low: 
round the ſaid Point, about half a Mile to the 
< Faſtward, there is a ſmall ſandy, Bay near half a 
< Mile long. and the Land over» the faid Bay riſes 
with an eaſy Aſcent about a Quarter of a Mile to a 
Church or Convent, with a Houſes near it; 
© from the ſandy Bay, along to > aſquate Fort on the 
< ſouth Part of the Bay, lies a long flat Mud, which 
is dry near two Miles at low Water. | 
It is our general Opinion, the Tranſports cannot 
© come nearer to either of the foreſaid Bays (in order 
to land Troops) than a Mile and an half, as we 
_ © found three Fathoms only at that Diſtance at 4 
s. Wes... .; 
F be ſquare Fort on the ſouth Side of the thay we 
< could only ſee two Sides of; the Face to the North- 
© Weſt had nine Embrazures, * that to the North- 
-* Eaſt only two. '; 
Given 5 5 our Hola, on board his Maj * 
© ty's Ship Ramilies in Baſque Road, this 24th 
564 16 rs beg 1767. ; 
22 10 F Tabus BRoODRICK. 
Jus DoveLags. 
< Per. Dux is. 
* err. Buenr x. = 


. „ Brodrick beings Ad, as the Report 
only mentions- Tranſports, how near the Men of 
. could come to the Sore? 
eee 15 BY e not nearer chan Two 


+: 


2. What 


ater; and 


fort? 
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Q. What Sort of landing there was for Boats, in the 


great Bay of 'Chatelaillon ? 


A. It was a fair ſandy Bayy* hard Ground, and a 


landing. might have been made with Eaſe, in his 


Opinion. 
9, Whether he a any Troops to obſtruct the 


landing, had ãt bon-attewpted ſoon after bis Return 
from the Soundin | 
A. When he was we Wow bis did OF Troops | 


to the Northward of the Bay of Chatelaillon,. t 
beſt. of his Judgment, about four or five hundred 
Foot drawn up on a Hill, and in the Bottom, to-the 


| Northward ot the Hill, were about one hundred and 


fifty Horſe; as near as he could judge. 
2, How far, according to the beſt Information he 
received, is the * Bay of Chateleillon from Roche- 


A. It is 2 Miles, as he was told, from 
Rochefort, Miles from Rochelle; but cannot 
take upon vimſeſ to ſay, it is ſo. 

9. (B (By Deſire of Sir Jobn Mordaunt) Could the 
Men * War have covered the Landing and the Re- 
treat ? 

A. He don't think they could do either che one, o or 
the other. | 


2. Does he think, ſeparated as the F Jeet then was, 
_ conſidering! the Wind and Tide, (of which Circum- 


ſtances he is'the moſt proper Judge). that. all the ne- 


_ ceffary Preparations could have been made, ſo as to 


have effected the landing that Night? 

A. He does not think, they could. | 

9. (By the Court) Could he, by the delp of a 
Glafs, obſerve how the Troops were cloath"d, whe- 
ther i in Regimentals, or otherwiſe ?. 

A. They were at cob great a Diſtance to leerer 


that. 
What Number of Men, in his Opinion, not 


crowding the Boats, could have been landed. 4 te- 
gether? Fn | 


. * 
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A. It was generally thought, in all the Boats, they 
could have landed from fifteen taeighteen hundred Men; 
they put but very few in the Boats, that were to tow 


the Long · boats; but this is only Matter of Opinion; 


he cannot poſſibly aſcertain the dire Number. 
2. Incaſe 1800 Men were put on board the Boats; 
whether he does not imagine there would be a conſi- 
derable Diſtance of Time between the diſembarking 
the firſt Men, and the laſt of the ſame Embarkation ? 
A. He ſhould have thought it his Duty to have 
contrived fo, as that all the Boats ſhould have landed 
together. 


2 Suppoſing 1 moderate Weather, (upon the 


25th of September for Inſtance, if that was ſuch Wea- 


ther) what would have been the Diſtance of Time be- 


tween the firſt and ſecond: Diſembarkation? 
A. He cannot pretend to ſay; he never conſidered 
it in moderate Weather; and as to the 25th of Septem- 


Ber, he cannot particularly recollect, how the Weather 


was that Day. —On. the Night of the 28th, in which 
Preparation was made for landing, it would have 
taken at leaſt ſix Hours; but not near ſo much in 
good Weather. | e 


THE EVIDENCE in Support of the Charge being 
reſted here, Sir FOHN MORDAUNT was told it 
was now Time to make his Defence; who inform- 
ed the Court, that he had cauſed ſome Thoughts 
do be put in Writing, which, as he had an Heſi- 
| tation in his Voice, he prayed the Court would 
permit to be read; and the ſame were read acoord- 
ingly, as follows, viz. 755 
% My Lox pd, 


4 


His Majeſty was pleaſed to confer upon me the 
4 Command of the Land-Forces appointed to co- 
operate with a Squadron of Ships of War, com- 
“ manded by Sir Edward Hawke, to be employed 

<« upon the late Expedition: The Enterprize proved 
< ineffectual. Soon after my Return I was ſum- 
y moned 


121 
« moned to appear before a Board of General Of- 


* ficers, whom his Majeſty had appointed to enquire 


« into the Cauſes of the Failure of the Expedition. 

appeared upon the Enquiry, and was con- 
&« ſidered as a Perſon accuſed, and from whom a De- 
« fence was expected. 

« The Enquiry had all the Appititnvce of a Pub- 
«lick Trial, except in two Circumſtances, —The 
« Witneſſes were not examined upon Oath, and J, 
« who ſtood accuſed, was examined; which Exami: 
« nation might, in its Tendency, produce, if the 
* Caſe would bear it, a Charge againſt myſelf. 

I am now called upon in a Court-Martial to an- 
„ ſwer to a general Charge of Diſobedience of his 


„„ Majeſty's Orders. No Intimation was given me, 


% to what particular Inſtances of Diſobedience it 
e would be applied. 

„ do not complain of theſe Proceedings ; z my 
** own Conduct gives me nothing to 3 and 
« his Majeſty's Government is incapab 
— —_— 

I am not ſenſible, that any Error, I am ſure, no 


Act of Diſobedience will be found in my Share of 


«< the Tranſaction, 

J am now accuſed of Diſobediecits. of the ſecrer 
c Inſtructions. It is a criminal Diſobedience that is 
“ imputed to me, and a criminal Diſobedience 1 im- 
e plies a poſitive Direction. 


« Tt is upon this Ground, that the Profecurny has 


e proceeded; and in order to make out the Charge, 


< there have been produced certain Papers and Wit- 
* neſſes, which ought to be conſidered in two Lights. 


6 iſt. Some relating to a Tranſaction previous to 


2 the Expedition, as Colonel Clert's Letter, the 


« Pilot's Examination, the Paper relating to the 
cc —_ Forces, and the Evidence of Mr. Secretary 

n 
* Theſe are only introductory, and the Ground of 
*« the Equipment, and prior to the Inſtructions; and 
>, as altbovgh fy are ſufficient to ſhew the 
«© Reaſons 


e of Oppreſ- 
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< Reaſons, why the Adminiſtration * out the F * 
« and Forces, yet ſuch Evidence can never be ap- 

S plied to prove a ſubſequent Diſobedience to poſte- 

* Hor Orders: and that this Reaſoning is juſt, ap- 

ars from the very Article on which the Charge 
<« is founded. 

For notwithſtanding the Miniſters were poſſeſſed 
« of all this Evidence, and acted upon it, yet my 
<« Inftructions were not poſitive ; but the Operations 
<« were expreſsly left to what fhould be diſcovered of 
<« the Practicability of the Attemp to 

e The ſecond Sort of Evidence was by ſome Wit- 
<« neſſes to prove, That in Fact there was ſufficient 

« Ground newly diſcovered, after the Fleet got into 
< the Rade de Baſques, to ſhew that the Attempt 
<« upon Rochefort, mentioned i in the Inſtructions, was 

« practieable. 

c This Sort of Evidence has been carried down to 
<« the Morning of the 29th of September, and no 
4 
The Evidence under this ſecond Head is the 
< only Evidence, that can legally and juſtly de _ 
„ plied to prove the Charge againſt me. 

"Thar vidence confilts. of Colonel Clerk's 
. count of a Converſation with a French — 

«© upon the 26th of September in the Afternoon. 
Whether the Evidence of this ſingle French En- 
ce gineer deſerved the Weight, which the Proſecutor 
ſeems to lay on it, will appear very clearly when 
I have opened my Defence, and the Court is fully 
* poſſeſſed of all the Facts v tive to this Subjet᷑t. 

In the mean Time this may be obſerved, That 
Colonel Clerk, the Chief Engineer in the Expe- 
„ Yition, produced no new Intelligence till the 2th, 
4 altho' he arrived on the 23d, was examined at the 
Council of War on the 23th, procured this Ac- 
< count on the 26th, and yy not eos it 


till the 27th. | 
Colonel Welfe's e is confined alkogether 


2 2 > the Obſervations he ade upon the 29th in 


2 Con- 


4 
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by Conſequence of the Orders I had. given him to 
examine the Coaſt ; and what was done upon the 
«6 29th will appear to the Court, and be accounted 


>, & Thus: much may be — obſerved, That we had 


« unanimouſly determined u _ the 28th to attempt 
© a Deſcent in the Bay of Chatelaillon.. The At- 


„ tempt was diſappointed, and not renewed for the 
«© Reaſons. that will be mentioned, when un to 


that Part of my Defence. 
A Memorandum has been delivered in by the 
< Secretary of State, ſhewing the Number of the 


„Land- Forces in France in 1757. By that it ap- 


<6 pears, Fe the Account to be juſt) that 
% ꝗ40, 00 Regular Troops remain at Home for the 


+ Defence of their Country, which are ſuppeſed to 
“be diſtributed in ſuch a Manner, that only 10,000 


are left to guard the whole Coaſt from St. Valeri 


% to Bayonne.. *Tis evident from reading the Pa- 
ie per elk that the Diſtribution of the Regular 
« Troops is Matter of Gueſs and Computation, not 


of Intelligence. Beſides the Regular Troops, it 


« is allowed that there are 67,000 Militia, Invalids, 
„Sc. which are not accounted for. 

A few Reflections will ſuffice to ſhew che Weak- 
% neſs of this Reaſoning. In the firſt Place, Why 
* ſhould the Court of France place 30, ooo Regular 
Troops in Garriſons, where they have nothing 


<« to fear? For Inſtance, on the F rontiers next the 


*< Dominions of the Empreſs, who is entirely at 


their Mercy; or on the Coaſt of the Mediterranean, 


where they have no Deſcent to fear from a Fleet 
„ that has no Land-Forces on board; or on the Bor- 
ders of Spain, with whom they are at Peace, and 


© but too well allied, only to leave her Coaſt in the 


Channel expoſed to our Fleets, who are profeſſed- 
<< ly watching for an Opportunity of inſulting them. 

Why might not the 67,000 Militia, who appear 
to have nathing elſe to do, be employed in guard- 


T ing a. _ we muſt. take care . to 
. orm 
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o themobe placed i in the Frontier 


* 
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e fornix Notion bf tlieir Militia from dur own. 


«61 Many Regiments:of them haue ſeen Service in the 


% Field gz moſt of them have been in Garriſon. Two 
Regiments of the Militia were employed! in the 
Siege df Oftend. Now duty 49, mnot*90,000 of 

r Garriſons, where 

„he Enemy was apprehended, and an equal Num- 


% ber f Regulars he dran down to the Coaſts? 


Fheſe along with the reſt wbuld forma Body of 
1 N. 0,000 regular Troops, and 35, doo Militia to 
rd the Coal againſt our Ten Buttalions. This 
ſeaſure, Which we ſuppoſe them ito have taken, 


« Huai. obyious; anch practicable. The Pre- 


patations we were making in England,” pointediout 
oy © 1cothemthe Expediencycof it, and the Delays that 
attended our Propararions: allowed them Time to 


< execute it. 3 e * 


„Here the Naur cho * ar orf his | 


© whole Charge andiclofe-his Accuſation. 

 * Ahd-in order to-ſhew'the Weakneſs of ir, the 
„ Ccurt will conſider the Hnſtructions, under which 
% Itookithe Command, and the Circumſtances un- 
der: which I was obliged to form my Judgment. 


The Inſtructions have been read, and it is the 


*< ſecond Article alone, by which the Charge againſt 
* me is to be ſupported. But beſides this Article, 
the fiſch Article of the Inſtructions is equally ma- 
terial, and deſerving the Attention of the Court. 

The Words of the ſecond Article are exceed- 
* ingly plain, and ſhew, that I did not ſet out un- 


eder peremptory, poſitive Orders, but that every 


Attempt was left contingent to be determined ac- 
« cording to the Practicability to be judged of upon 
the Spot. I fay, to be judged of upon the Spot, 
„ becauſe it is very material to remark, That it 
„ was not judged of, or determined upon here at 
nen. th, | 

The Court will alto, obſerve; who was the Per- 
1 ſon to judge; certainly the Commander in Chief. 


$61 But as in a Caſe of ſo mern Importance, his Ma- 
| Fe | 44 jelty 
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*. . jeſty thought 3 it proper to affiſt that Commander 


with a Council to be compoſed, as in the fifth Ar- 
« ticle, I may confidently aſſert, that the Judge- 


4% Advocate will not contend, that I could 115 
his Majeſty's Inſtructions by taking the rn 


of a Council ſo appointed. 
E It could not be Diſobedience to doubt. 


It could not be Diſohedience to deſire Aſſiſtance 


to clear up that Doubt. 
ef it was poſſible far the Court to heſitate upon 
* the proper Senſe of theſe lnſtructions, Mr. Se- 


< cretary Pitt's Letter of the 1 3th of Huguſt makes 


eit clear to a Demonſtration; in which he ſays, 
He is commanded to ſignify his Majeſty's Pleaſure, 


1 That you ſhould, in Conformity to the Latitude 


given by his Majeſty $ Inſtructions, judge of the 


Practicability of the Service upon the Spot, ac- 


<* cording as the contingent Events and particular 
« Circumſtances may require.” 

If this could require further Explanation, what 
ee ariſes upon the third Article of Inſtructions re- 


.* lative to Port Orient would eſtabliſh it. 


The Direction to attack Part V Orient is expreſſed 
e in the ſame Manner as the ſecond Article, with 
« regard to Rochefort, that is, If 1 it ſhould be 


< judged practicable.“ 


et it will appear, that one of the Generals men 
* tioning the State of Port “Orient to Mr. Pitt, Mr. 
% Pitt ſaid, That though Port Orient was named 
** amongſt other Places to be attacked, the Inſtruc- 
tions were not meant to confine me, but that I was 
left to my Diſcretion to attempt it, or not, a8 1 


« thought proper. 
«* Under theſe Inſtructions, and with this Latitude, 


e took the Command of the Land- Forces, and be- 
< fore I produce to the Court that Judgment, which 
«« was formed upon the Practicability upon the Spot, 
* I muſt deſire yourAtrention, whilſt I ſtate the Cir- 


* cumftances under which i it was neteſſary for me to 
* determine. 
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The only Place | for landing the Forces, which 
had ever been mentioned, or come under Con- 
& ſideration in England, was a Spot near Fort Fouras; 
<< that was the Place mentioned by the French Pilot. 
His was the only Information of any Place to land 
tc at, at all : With the View of landing there, we ſet 
* out; but when we came there, we found a Fort 
<< erefted upon the very Spot, of which he appeared 
to have no Knowledge. 

Upon the 23d the Iſle of Aix was taken, and 
e that ſame Evening Sir Edward Hawke declared his 
« Intentions to bombard Rochelle, and lay up a Ship 
to batter the Fort of Fouras, and he ſent for the 
pilot of the Magnanime to inform himſelf con- 
“ cerning the beſt Manner of doing it; and the Con- 
<< verſation of this Evening was upon taking the Fort, 
and upon the Method of landing the Troops. 

Early in the Morning of the 24th the Pilot of 
« the Mag nanime came on board the Ramilies, and 
<< was examined in the Preſence of Sir Edward Hawke 
e and Admiral Knowles ; he then ſaid, He would 
«© undertake to bring up the Barfleur, or the Mag na- 
r zime, within a Quarter of a Mile of Fort Fouras, 
* Sir Edward Hawke approved of the Propoſal, and 
% ſaid, That will do.“ | 

The ſame Morning Major General Conway came 
* on board the Ramilies, when we confidered of a 
„Plan he had concerted for the landing of the 
“% Troops near Fouras, whilft the Ships were em- 
e ployed to ſilence the Cannon of the Fort, and 
Feints were to be made fn another Part to amuſe 
the Enemy. 

Major General Conway wrote the Particulars of 
* the Plan, and gave it to Sir Edward Hawke, who 
did not approve of it. The Reaſons he gave for not 
attempting to attack Fouras by Sea were peculiar 
& to his own Profeſſion, and I am no Judge of them. 
„This I know, that had the Fort been attacked by 
„Ships, I ſhould certainly have attempted to have 
lan ed the Troops near that Fort. 
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The ſame Day about three or four o' Clock in 
<< the Afternoon. Admiral Brodrick, with three Cap- 
* tains of the Navy, who were ſent out to ſound 
« the Shore from Rochelle to Fort Fouras, came on 
ce board the Ramilies, and made their Report; the 
* Subſtance of which was, That there were only 
«© two landing Places, one on each Side of Chate- 
«© laillon , that there was a hard ſandy Beach, and 
that behind the Beach there were Sand-Hills about 
* fifty Yards from the Top of high Water; that 
the Tranſports could not come nearer to either of 
* the aforeſaid Bays, in order to land the Troops, 
% than a Mile and a half; and that there was but 
„ three Fathom Depth at high Water, near two 
Miles from the Shore. From this Report it ap- 
«© peared, That the Fleet could not approach the 
* Shore near enough to cover our landing, and 
„ Troops and Artillery might eaſily be concealed 


„ behind the Sand-Hills to oppoſe us; and we had 


e the more Reaſon to expect an Oppoſition, as the 
* Rear. Admiral. had ſeen Troops m—_— on the 
„Shore: Add to this, that the Garriſon of Rochelle 


< was within two Leagues, and might detach a con- 


* ſiderable Body of Men to attack us; at the ſame 
«© Time, the Ships were at too great a Diſtance to 
„ ſecure our Retreat, or preſerve a Communication 
„ with us. Thierri, the Pilot of the nanime, 
* alſo affirmed, that he had been ſix or ſeven Weeks 
“ on board in that Road, in all which Time it was 
„ impoſſible. from the Swell of the Sea to ſend a 
* Boat on Shore: This great Swell is owing to we- 
* ſterly Winds ſetting into the Bay from the Ocean; 
* which Winds were now daily expected, it being 
„ near the Time of the Equinox. 2 
And what great Attention ought to be paid tothe Se- 
< curity of our Retreat, and the preſerving a Communi- 
t cation with the Ships, will appear from a Paper given 
ce me by Sir John Ligonier, now Lord Viſcount Ligonier, 
* Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Land Forces, 
« whoſe long Experience and great Abilities in the Art 


* of War, will ſurely vindicate any Officer, whois guid- 
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ed by ſa'good an Authority: This Paper, containing 
his Obſervationson the intended Expedition, was, as 


I remember, read before the Council, and, when I 
deſired a re _ he gare's me han e 


The Para agraphs are as follow.” ie 


— 


* 


If afl Attempt is to be made on Rechufort, it 
* will be the Part of the Admiral to know the | 
Coaſts, to. bring the Troops to the neareſt Place, 
do cover the Landing by the Diſpoſition of his 
Ships; and to deſtroy * Barbette Batteries, 
which the Enemy may have on the Shore, ſtill 
. © remembering, that if the Troops are landed at 
. © too great a Diſtance from the Place, the Deſign 
+ will become Garigerous; _ enn imprafti 
"FR . | 
1 ſafe and well wm! Communication be- 


* tweet the Camp and the Sc, frotn-whenee you 


K «6 


Pain for the Safety. of the Troops; dn 2 


are to feceive your Supplies of all Kinds, is abſo- 


lutely neceſſary --- the whole depends upon it; 
But this being done, I ſhould not be much in 


Number dares not approach you, and one fu 


rior will not be eafily aſſembled without dar 


knowing it, and at all * you — a 
Ko Rexage to the ire Wr en dg 


0 Tho the Succeſs of this. Frankie, depends 
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entitely upon the SudUenneſs of its Execution, yet 
it was apparent from many 'Circumſtancesy that we 
could not hope to find the Enemy unprepared; I 
had already received Intelligence from the Admiral, 
that Captain Cleveland, on the: 15th of Auguſt, had 
<< ſpoke with a Dutch Convoy ti Rochelle, and that 
the Firſt Lieutenant of a Man of Wat came on 
board him, and told him, that the French expected 
the Engliſh at Rochelle... 


Captain Proby alſo had ped to the Admiral; 
that he had, on the 1th of . ſpoke with || - 


e the 


and ęleven at Rach 
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N the Malthes of a Dutch Ship frars Kates: 60 Dort, 
« wha told hi the Herr h expedited te he at- 
6 racked, 3%, Racks, on St. Martin S, by. the; Eng/i/h, 
< ae, ee Was laid on all Shipping in 
6 4 6. 75712 3 EE 11 * 
« Aferr the Trapſporrg.had been taken up, and tho 
Troops allembled, hear two Months, we ſailect the 
* 8thy at September ; and dhe Alarm was given ob the 
20th, in the Neæighboushdad of, Rochefett, by the 


1 1177 of, aur logg expected Fleet; from the goth 


; have. been at leaſt eight Nays, before. we 
45 * have came. to Net, and as there was In- 
<. telligencg from tua Perſqps, that che BDiech round 
< the, Town was capable of being filled with, Water, 
< an, Eſcalade could nor be ate aD with aa Hopes 
of Sycceſs,z not cauld. it be, uppoled, but that, ak. 
< ter ſo long Notice of an Enemy's 3 py 


45 „Fern wauld be nus 12.4 good Condiuon. af 


bs Fe . 120 1 £335 ws $4454 
„There was a Marſhal o& France © Acbeghn Rackell 


or Rochefort, and by the. Accounts; af the Pri- 


© ſoners, thers was an Army aſſemblogd : one. ſaid he 
e had ſeen. ſoventeen Battalions in the Iſſe of Ré, 
8 There are Nas Marines 
« there, the 9 LIES. populoys, and cheiMenuſet 
to Arms 3 the Nock-men are very nymerous,: ard 
i the Crews of the five. Ships then in the River, a- 
ce r if SOmplonts te near three Thouſand 
«© Men, IRA 
“ A8 for che Opening mantianed kn-Coldted: G 
“ and the Pilot, it is plain from its Situation on the 
Banks, of the River, that it was defended by the 
Fire from the Ships, and — Enemy in two or three 
e Pays Time might eaſily haye raiſed an Entrench- 
T ment in that low maxſhy Soil, that would be a ſuf- 
5 cient Defence againſt 4 Coup d. Main. 
Admiral fie ow: Fat | i 15. » impodlble 6 to 
oy land FOR 24th, 
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c I now found myſelf i in the Situation I had men- 


e tioned to Mr. Pitt in my Letter of the 11th of Au- 


\ 


_ <. ticular-Dire&tions how to act. In his Anſwer, Au- 
gut 1g, he ſays, he has laid my Letter before his 
Majeſty, and that he is commanded by the King to 


de af, having actually been ſeveral Days off the Coaſt 
<«. without = ang -able to get into the Road, and the 


Alarm was already given. I had acquainted Mr. 
e Pitt, that I looked upon this as a delicate Situation, 


4 fince the Succeſs of the Enterprize depended on the 


t Suddenneſs of its Execution, and had deſired par- 


<« ſignify to me his Majeſty's Pleaſure, that I do, in 
Conformity to the Latitude given by his Majeſty's 


“ Inſtructions, judge of the Practicability of the Ser- 
vice upon the Spot, according as the contingent E- 


events and particular Circumſtances may require, 


< the King judging it highly prejudicial to the Good 


< of his Service to give particular Orders and Direc- 
<« tions with regard to  pollibly contingent Caſes, that 
% may ariſe. 
„From this Anſwer 1 thought it evident, that T 
% was impowered to act, as Events and Cireumſtances 
< required; and it appearing by the Circumſtances 
ce abovementioned, that e had been already ſeen for 
” many Days on the Coaſt, ſo that the Coaſt was 


thoroughly alarmed; that by the ſmall- Quantity 


„of Artillery, we could not attack the Place in Form, 
and by the Circumſtances relating to it, there were 
* no Hopes of ſucceeding by an Eſcalade; and alſo 
<« that there was no Security at all of a Retreat for 


* the Troops, or of any Communication with the 


Ships; not chuſing to depend upon my own Judg- 
* ment in ſo difficult and important an Affair, I 


'« thought it my Duty, agreeable to his Majefty's In- 


„ ſtructions, to deſire a Council of War, to take into 


«« Conſideration the further Steps proper to be taken in 
++ Execution of his Majeſty's ſeeret Inſtructions. 
4 The Council was deſired by me; Sir Edward Hawke 
t ſummoned it, and preſided at it; and I feel true 
8 Cantent of Mind, that at that Council I 8 
| 66 e 


— 


e 
« ed in an unanimous Opinion with ſeven Land and 
Sea Officers, whoſe Characters, whoſe Rank, Ex- 


CE ce, and whoſe unftained Honour are ſo well 


nown'to the World. 
= Theſe were the Cireutiſtaiions; ander which I 


44 called the Council of War. | 1 did not in calling 


« jt" diſobey- my Inſtructions, 

„The Judgment was unanimous, and wjioh this 
Judgment I muſt reſt my Defence, and infiſt, that 
ec it cannot be impeached, and, whilſt it remains, I 
& cannot be found diſobedient of Orders, Which 
<< named the Judges, and referred the Attempt to my 
40 Determination with ſuch AſſiſtancdeQ. 

Thus the Attempt upon Rocbefort was Gbter- 
4 mined upon the 25th of September, and the Judge 


C Advocate has — nothing ſubſequent to that 


« Day, but what the Prench Engineer ſaid to Colonel 


„Clerk upon the 26th, and the Obſervations of Colo- 


«© nel Wolfe on the 29th. 1 8 5 

„I ſhould not apprehend. müch was Weceluy th 
te ſatisfy the Court, that this Story,. which Colonel 
& Clerk himſelf made fo light of as not to mention 
«to me till the 27th at 9 in the Morning, although 
« it had been told him on the 26th i in the Afternoon, 
« « ſcarce deſerves an Anſwer, 

That Story ſurely was not ſufficient to induce me 


. cher to require a Review of, or act contrary to, 


et the unanimous Opinion of che Council of War. 

I thought the Account not deſerving ſo much 
% Attention; it was my honeſt Opinion, and if I 
© have erred, I have this Satisfaction, That! know, | 
“I have not diſobeyed. 


But this appears from the Evidence of Colonel 


&«. Clerk, that I was ſeriouſly attentive to the Execution 


of my Orders, and accordingly employed him on 


* the 24th, to reconnoitre and gain Intelligence. 
Colonel Clerk fays, that there was nothing in the 
« Ditch to let in, or keep in the Water; whereas it 
8 appeared by Mr. Bonneville's, and the Pilot of the 
1 * Neptune 3 there were Sluices — 
: — 


50, 


7 7 Hawke upon 4 5 0 5 ; 

longe to my ye nn | raced 
& — * and was ready to exe ute. an 125 
« « pump Part of, it was hut ſecondazy. the. Grounds - 


which the primary Part fa Kale et of Execution, 


did not relate to m Share in the Operation, there- 
ume to make. a Obſer ration 


6 . Ido not Lok 
TY 
? e Council of W 
e ſolution, to land wi 
< rack.the Forts leading ta, and. upon he Mouth of, 
<« the River Charavte, z and it 185 Judged r ex- 
2 Puder that, the Deſcent ſhould. he made in, the 
« ight, the neceſſary Orders were immediately given, 
& = about One o'Clock the Grenagliers, and great 
cc Part of the Troops, who were, to have landed with 
« me, in the firlk, :mbarkacion, were S nai tho 
Boats, when 4 ſtrong Wind blowing from the 
15 Shore, the Officers of the Navy appointed to con- 
uct, the Landings. repreſented, that it was: with 
& 4. DEG the Long Boats, which were to be towed 
c on Shore, could make way, and conlequently the 
10 ** Troops would be a long Time expoſed to the Fire 
of the Enemy; That the Tranſport-Boats, which 
7 were rowed by Soldiers, would be e lil lower, and 
« more expoſed; that ĩt would be Day, before the firſt 
<< Embarkation could get on Shore, and that it would 
ei be ſix Hours more before the Troops firſt landed 
s could be ſupported by a ſecond Embarkation: The 
e Generals judging the landing under theſe Circum- 
< ſtances, not to be expedient, agreed not to dee 
e jt that Night. 
ebe next Morning Sir Edward Hawke : a canatat- 
4 General Conway and me, that if the —_ Offi. 
< cers had no farther military Operations to propoſe, 


ec conſiderable enough to authorize his * the 
qua- 


15 


of the. 28th eee a Re- 


all poſſible Diſpatch, to. at- 


1 

© the Squadron under his Command longer there, he 
intended to procesct with'it for England, wirhoutLoſs 
« of Time; I made Anſwer, that I would fummon the 
« General Officers to conſider of it; and defired him 
« to fignify his Intentions in Writing, which he did 
i Letter to me the ſane Day; I recollefted that 


it would be proper to ſummon à Council of War, 


and applied ie Sir Edward for ohe accordingly, 
«© who''declided'it,' arid ſaid, that gentmen were no 
Judges of Land Operations; which were to be per- 


«5: foxmed by the Froops on Shore: An Conſequence 


« of this Converſation, I ſummoned ail the Land 
« Officers, who had been of the Council of War, and 
« hid Sir Edward Hawke's Letter before them, © 
Wie conſidered the Uncertainty of landing, if 
«. the Wind ſhoul& blow as it had done the Night be- 
fore, and the Account we had that Day received 
from the Captain of the Viper Sloop, who had in- 
4 formed Colonel Howard, that he had ſeen a conſi- 
4 derable Body of Troops near the Landing Place, 
« whoſe Numbers he did not exactly know, but he 
% had obſerved ſtve Pair of "Colours ; that he ſaw 
«then in Camp; that the next Morning the View of 
the Camp was interrupted, fo that he could not ſee 
«them again, which he attributed to the Enemy 
„having thrown up ſome Ground on the Beach, and 
te that he ſaw-the Sand Hills on the Beach conſſder- 
„ ably higher chan they were on Sunday, when he 
t came there. Colonel Howard,” in his Return from, 
*© reconnoitring, reported this to me. — 
It farther appeafed to us, that the Atrempt up- 
« on thoſe Forts at this Time, could not Juſtify the 
eil Conſequenees of detaining the Fleet ih that Bay, 


at a Time when, from what we had learnt from 


the Converſition of the Sea Officers, two great 
French Fleets were expected home; that at this Sea- 
e. fort of the Fear, ſo near the Equinox, ſuch weſter- 
„fly Winds were to be apprehended, as might derain 
* the Fleet there many Weeks; that the Foundation, 
* upon which the Reſolution of the Council of War 
1 By TT” upon 


L 60 [ 5 
cc upon the 28th was taken, was, that it might be 
e gone during the neceſſary Detention: of the Fleet in 
« the Demolition of the Fort of Aix, and thereupon 
<« was directed to be done with all poſſible Diſ = 
© That the Demolition of the Works of the Iſle of 
« Aix was compleated that very Day, and that the 
* Wind was then fair for the Fleet to return; add to 
* this, that the Time limited by his Majeſty's Inftruc- 
© tions was now expired, and that the Time was not 
60 prolonged by Mr. Pitt's Letter, which allowed us 
ce only to compleat ſuch Operations; « as we had alrea- 
© dy begun. 

Upon all theſe Conſiderations, not thinking i it a 
6 Mealure either adviſeable or juſtifiable in us to take 
<<. upon ourſelves the Conſequences of detaining the 
<< Fleet any longer in thoſe Parts, we came unani- 
© mouſly into the Admiral's Propoſal of aN to 
« England. . 

„This Meeting of all the Officers, who were pro- 
<« perly under my. Command, tho I do not call it a 
&« Council of War, I look upon equal to one. 

„ Sir Edward Hawke, che C Commander of the Sea 
4 Officers, declined calling them; I was not certain, 
<« that I had Power to do it. Sir Edward Hawke's 
«© Reaſon for declining to call the Council was, that 


the Sea Officers could form no Judgment. Their 


«© Preſence therefore, at a Council of War, could on- 
« ]y be Matter of Form; the Land Officers could 
t only determine, and, cho' ſummoned by me, did 


e determine. | 
I have now opened to the Cont: the Defence, 


« which I propoſe to make out in Evidence; and [I 
ce cannot conclude without obſerving to this Court 
« the Singularity of my Caſe. _ 
I ſtand before you a Commander in \ Chief, ſent 
cout upon an uncertain. contingent Attempt, with a 
« Power in my Inſtructions to judge Ppos the Ar- 
cumſtances, as they ſhall appear. 

His Majeſty, beſides the Latitude given me, a0. 
i . me a Council of able and experienced Offi- 
5 ; 
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« cers; I ated by their Advice; and though I am 
« charged with Diſobedience of Orders, in every Ar- 
« ticle of that ſuppoſed Diſobedience, I have the 
« Sanction of the unanimous Judgment of thoſe 
« whom the King appointed to aſſiſt mine. as; 
beg Pardon for having taken up ſo much Time. 
&« I have endeavoured to avoid Prolixity, but if I 
% have erred in this reſpect, I hope the Situation 1 
« ſtand in will be my Apology : The Patience and 
« Attention with which this Court has heard this 
“ Trial, and the known Honour and Integrity of e- 
% very Member of it, leave me no Room to doubt, 
& that they will remember throughout, that I am ac- 
« cuſed of diſobeying Orders, and that they will 
e make a juſt Concluſion from the Premiſes that 
“ have been laid before them.“ ny 
The Rt. Hon. Major General HENRY SREYMoux 


Conway being ſworn as a Witneſs, at Sir John 


Mordaunt's Deſire, and queſtioned, Whether he re- 
collects any Converſation between Mr. Secretary Pitt 
and him, about Port L' Orient and the Inſtructions? 
A. He does recollect a Converſation with Mr. Pitt. 
which he believes was had on the 6th of Auguſt, the 


ſame Day Sir John Mordaunt ſet out for the Iſle of 


Wight : Having heard that the Government had re- 
ceived ſome Intelligence relative to Port L'Orient, 
which ſhewed that Place not to be in ſuch a Con- 
dition, as to admit of an Attack by the Force 
ſent upon this Expedition, he, Major General Conway, 
had had ſome Diſcourſe with Lord Auſon on the Sub- 
Jet, and told his Lordſhip, he thought it was Pity, if 
Port L'Orient was in the State deſcribed, that it ſhould 
remain, as he underſtood it did, an Article in Sir John 
Mordaunt's Inſtructions to attack it: His Lordſhip 
ſaid, to the beſt of his Recollection, that he did not 
think Port Orient was ſeriouſly thought of at that 
Time, but, in regard to Sir John Mordaunt's Inſtruc- 
tions, referred him to Mr. Pitt. The Deponent 
thereupon took the Liberty of mentioning to Mr. Pitt, 
what he had heatd of the State of Port L'Orient, 

: | who 


| 1. 62 
who ſeemed to agree to it. He then obſerved, in 
| like Manner as he had before done to Lord Anſon, 
that i it appeared to him rather hard upon Sir Jobn 
Mundaunt, that the Order for attacking Port L Ori. 
ent ſhould remain in his Inſtructions, if it was not 
ſcrioufly thought of: Mr. Piit's Anſwer, to the beſt 
of his Recollection, was, that Port L. Oriaænt was 
named amongſt other Things, but that he did not ap- 
rehend, it was meant to confine Sir Jobn; that he 
bad ad a Latitude to act in regard to chat, as he ſhould 
Judge proper. 
| Whether at the Cabinet-Cayncil Mention was 
made of laying, a Ship to Fouras? 


A. Is pretty politive, it was; lere the 3 


Pilot was examined in regard to it. 

- 9. Did he take Notice, whether Fact # Aigeilte, 
(which is near to Fouras) ſeemed to be a new Build- 
{4 = 

A. The Work, of it did appear very freſh to him. 
. Did Thierry the Pilot ever make Mention of 
| chat Fort in his Examination before the Council 
nnr recollect he did. 
9: Was that Fort near the Place, where Thierry 
mentioned in the Council he thought there was a Pro- 

Ability of landing? | 

A. It was near the only Place he ever heard him 
mention, as a Landing-Place; it was near the Point of 
Land called the. Point of Fouras. | | 
| Does he remember coming to Sir John Mor- 
daunt on 'board the Ranilies, pd what Sten 
pafſed'? > 
A. He can't very particularly remember the Con- 
verſation that paſſed then; he had taken ſome View 
of that "Coaſt himfelf, having been up at the Iſle of 
Aix, and mentioned to Sir Fobn Mordaunt his Ideas, 
how a Landing and Attack upon Fort Feuras and Fort 
d' Aiguille ſhould be made; he wrote down a Plan 
for that Purpoſe, which he afterwards ſhewed, or read, 
to Sir Edward Hawke and Sir, John Mor ant 

2 Was not the Propoſal, that if Sir Edward 

' Hawie 


I SS: 44S 
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Hawke would fend a Ship to attack Furras, they 


131 


would endeavour to land the Troops at ny ſame 
Time? EQ 45 GU) e 
Cal it was to that Effect: That n 
chat they Theuld land the Forces as near Fouras as 
poſſible, and aſſault Fort 4 Aiguille: there were other 
Particulars, that a Diverſion ſnould he made at the 
fame Time on the Side of Rochelle and the Iſle of Rh. 
Did not Sir n Hawke e thay Pro 
70 On 
"= 'He mate en ObjeQtions' to! 1 . 
- ©, Does not he recollect, that the TINY Fort 
Fours was mentioned more than one? 
_ A. Several Times. 
Q. Did Sir Jobn Moridount ſeveral: Times defive 
from Lord . Poſitive Orden before his en 
? 


A. He is very fire he did hilar Sir John ſay, he 
wiſhed, orihoped, upon ſo important a Caſe e | 
ow he might have a poſitive Order.. 
Q,; Does he recollect Lord Ligonier” 8 Anſwerl? - 

. Thinks he faid, that poſitive Orders were ne- 


ver given in Caſes of 98 Kind, or to that Effect. 


8, Does he remember a Paper of Gum of 
Lord Ligender% 1 this Occaſion Po ” 
A. Nes. 

Q.: Does he remember that Paper to have been rent 
at the Council, when they were all preſent ?  --- 

A. To the beſt of his Recolſection, Lord Ligonier 
did produce that Paper at:Lord Holderneſſe's, where 


the Cabinet-Council-was held, and read it. 


- 9. What Day they firſt made Sight of Land a. 

2 A. On the 20th they made the Iſle of Oleron about 
ne... 

Being deſired to give an Account of what palſed on 

board the Ramilies the 28th, the Night whach _—_ 

intended to land; 

He faid, that Orders were given for a that 
Night; he remembers, that being on board the Ra- 
3 W Sir Jobn 0 for the Time 
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to go to the Rendezvous, Captain How cafne on 
board, and ſaid that he was ſorry to tell them, there 
was a very ſtrong Wind ſprung up from the Shore, 
which would probably obſtruct their Landing; Sir 
John Mordaunt, not withſtanding, reſolved to go to the 
Rendezvous, which was on board the America : The 
Deponent accompanied him thither. As ſoon as they 
came on board, Adm. Brodrick, to the beſt of his Re- 


membrance, was thePerſon who ſpoke; he can't be po- 


ſitive, whether the Admiral gave any Opinion of his 
own in regard to it, but he mentioned; that, the high 
Wind which was ſprung upfrom the Shore, would make 
the Landing very tedious. Several of the Sea Captains 
repreſented, that the Wind was ſo ſtrong, that the Boats 
which were towed up full of Men, could ſcarce make 


head againſt; that it would be Day- light before the 


firſt Embarkation of the Men could get on Shore ; 
and that a ſecond Embarkation would not be able to 
arrive there under ſix Hours more. He remembers, 
one of the Captains particularly ſnewed him one of 
the Long-boats, that was then towing -up empty, 
which moved very ſlowly, and, as they ſaid, could hard- 
ly peel. | 81 | 

2: Was it not his, Sir John Mordaunt's Intention, 
and were not his Orders given out accordingly, that 
the Landing ſhould take Place juſt at the Break of 
Day? 8 I pits 0 N 94) 

A. No: He apprehended it was meant for a Night 


Landing, and the whole to be compleated before 


Break of Day, if poſſible ; and the Reaſon he appre- 
hended to be, that the Ships of War could not-lye up 


to affiſt the Landing, and that the Landing · place was 


ſo near the Town of Rochelle, that beſides the Troops 
of the Country, the Garriſon from that Place might 
have been ready to oppoſe the Landing of the Froops, 
if the Diſpoſitions had been made for landing in the 


Day. 


2, At what Hour the Men were to be in the 
Bond -_-- -- | x „ 

A. He thinks about Eleven o'Clock. . . 
1 | 9. On 


& 
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' 9. On the 24th, what was done after the Reteipt 
of Admiral Brodrick's Report? 
A, It was propoſed to go to the Ile of Aix, where 


they had a View of the Coaſt near Fouras, and where 


moſt of the French Priſoners were, in order to exa- 
mine them. | 

2. How did the Men of War and Tranſports Iye 
at that Time? 

A. The Diviſion uncler: 4 Knowles, which 
went up to attack Aix, laid up near the Iſle of Aix; 
Sir Edward Hawke's Diviſion, and his Ship, the Ra- 
milies, laid at the Diſtance of ſome Leagues; three 
or ſir... 

9, Whether after being at the Iſle of Aix, on the 
24th in the Evening, they went on — Neptune 
on purpoſe to examine more Priſoners | 

A. They did. - 

2. How late it was before they parted ? 

A, Thinks pretty late, carinot remember the Hour, 

It being on the Stroke of Three, ADJOURN- 
ED till To-morrow Morning Ten o'Clock; _ 


Friday, 1 6th of December, 1757. 


THE COURT being met purſuant to Adjourn- 
ment, Major General Conway was farther examined; 
Q. Whether he does not think that all proper Me- 


thods were taken for getting early Intelligence, as ſoon 


as the INe of Aix was taken? 
A. He believes they were; the Deponent himſelf 


he was not at that Time with the Commanders in 


| he was upon Command. to the Iſle of Aix, ſo that 
Chief, Sir Edward Hawke and” Sir Fohn Mordaunt : 


The Deponent examined many Prifoners himſelf 


there, and reported to Sir John Mordaunt, when he 
waited upon him, what n moſt material | in their 
Examination. 


9, If he remembers what any French Priſoners 
might ſay, in regard to there 2 87 a wet Ditch at 


* 5 A. He 
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A. He remembers one did ſay poſitively the Dicch 


could be flowed all round. 
2 Whether he recollects what any French Priſon- 
ers told him in er to Troops in that Neighbour- 
wode 

A. They gave various Accounts of the Number of 
Troops; moſt of the Officers and Soldiers ſaid, there were 
a great many; as alſo that there was aMarſhal of France 
in. the Place, meaning Rochefort, Marſhal SeneFerre ; 


there was a Man who ſaid he had ſeen eleven Battali- 


ons at Rechelle the Priſoners i in one made them a 


e many. 
Did any of the Priſoners mention their having 


view at Work at Rochefort? 


A. There was one Man in particular, who, on the 24th, 
or 25th, in the Morning previous to the Council of 
War, ſaid, they had been at Work there ſome Time. 
Can he recollect at any Time, when he was re- 
connoitring at the Iſle D. Aix, whether he could diſtin- 
guiſh from the Uniform, that there were | Swiſs, or 


other Troops, at Fort Fouras ? 


A. Either at L'Iſe D' Aix, or on nd Ship, he 


does recollect to have ſeen ſome upon the Coaſt near 
| Fouras in red Cloathing, can't take upon him to ſay 
they were Swiſs ; he ſaw particularly an Officer, or 
two, riding upon the Coaſt ; imagines, they came from 


ſome other Flace or Command, out of Curiofity, 
down to the Shore. He faw a great many others in 
other Uniforms, particularly white and. blue. The 


 Nutnbers were different at different Times; ſome 
Hundreds ene at laſt, tte. Law as many as from 


: 800- to 1000. 


Q. Was not the 1 Intelligencs of hs Pilots of the 


"Ma agnanime and Neptune, and of Captain Bonneville, 
and of all the Witneſſes, who were afterwards exa- 
"mined at the Council of War on the 25th (except that 


of Lieutenant Colonel Clerk) known to them before 


they met at the Council of War? 


A. He imagines, they were moſt of them known 3 


| molt of them, he * were examined by Sir Jobn 


x | Mor- 


& 


9. ky 


"Hs. 
Mordaunt, on board the Neptune, the Evening be- 
fore. 

9, Were not ſeveral of the Members of the Coun- 
cil of War preſent on board the Neptune at that 
Time? 

A. Yes, ſeveral were. | 

Q. Whether they had Artillery proper to attack 
Rochefort in Form? 

A. He apprehends not, by what he has heard > 
the Artillery of the Place; he ſpeaks of the Train of 
Artillery they had with chem on the Expedition, not 
of the Ships. 

2: Whether proper Artillery to attack Rocbefart in in 


Form, was not mentioned and delired 1 the Generals 
at the Cabinet Council? 


A. It was, as he remembers. 
Q.: Whether a Council of War was | held on | the 


25th? 


ff | | 
21 ( by the Court) How far it ativan to him dem 


the Pilot's Examination at the Cabinet Council, that 
the Poſſibility of attacking . Fourns by Sea could be des 


ded on? | 

A. He thinks the Pilot? 8 Abfiver was doubtful 5 
that he believed a Ship could lye up within half 
Mile. 

9.' What Objeftions Sir Edward Hawke made to 
the Propoſals for an Attack, mentioned in the former 
Part of his Evidence? 1 

A. He can't be quite poſitive, whether at chat Time 
Sir Edward ſaid a Ship could not lye up to Fouras 3 
ſome Time after, it was laid aſide, as an impracticable 
Thing: He objected particularly. to the Ships being 
ſent down to make a Feint towards Rochelle and the 


Ille of R##, as imagining that Operation was not 


practicable, or not proper, he is not certain which. 
Sir Edward calked of bombarding Rochelle, as he re- 


members, but that was not the Sort of Diverſion theDe- 


ponent propoſed. The Report of the Rear Admiral and 
„„ Cap- 


„ 
Captains, which ſaid there was no landing near Fouras, 
was not received at that Fine. 


As he has only mentioned the Situation of Vice. 


Ad miral Knowles's and Sir Edward Hawke's Diviſions, 
on the 24th in the Evening, how did Rear Admiral 


Brodrick's Diviſion lay at thit Time? 
A. The Deponent was in Vice Admiral Knowles's 


Diviſion, and cannot ſay politively, but imagines Rear 
Admiral Breoarick*s laid in the Rear, ncar Sir Edward 


Howie s; perhaps a League diſtant, _ 
. ©, Were the Examinations of the Priſoners reduced 


to Writing? 


A. Some of them were, b but thoſe Minutes he has 


Ende with him. 
9. What Accounts were orven by the Priſoner rs, of 


ö the Ditch at Rochefort, in general ? 
A. He does not remember, whether any denied the 


Protticabi.; 1% of the Ditch being made wet; the 
gave, in general, very co fuſed Accounts of the 


Place. | 
2, When it was that he ſaw tbe Troops mentic ned 


in his Evidence, particularly the greateſt Number, 


which he reputes to have been between 800 and 
100 2 


A. He ſaw Troops at all Times, ſome more, ſome 


leſs, but that greateſt Number Was ſeen at laſt, on the 


agch. { 
2, What Time he refers to, when bs ſpeaks, as 


having heard of the Artillery of the Place (mear irg 


Rochefort « ?) 
A. Before the Expedition left England \ all the Ac- 


counts of the Place agree in it ; they have great Fuun- 
deties of Cannon there, or in the Neighbourhood, 

which furniſh Cannon to all the Ships that are fitted 
out there; be imagines, they could mount almoſt any 
Number of Cannon on the Ramparts and open Em- 
brazures, as they pleaſed, as the Rampart wes ſolid 
round the Place. The Depdgnent ſays, he heard Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Clerk lay, the — there was very 


conſiderable. | 
| 4 If 
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Sir Edward Hawke, 


* 
* 


„ Ki 


Colonel George Howard. 


„ 

9. If a Council of War was deemed neceſNry, 
Could it have been convened on the 24th, after re- 
ceiving the Report of the Rear Admira and Cop 
tains ? | 


A. He believes it was poſſible, but it would have 


been very late, becauſe the Gentlemen who were to 
compoſe it, laid in the different Diviſions of the 
Fleet, and might not have been found on board their 
Ships at that Time. 

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES of two feverdl 
Councils of War, the one held on board the Neptune 


on the 25th of September, and the other on board the 
| Ramilies on the 29th of September 1737, which were 


mentioned by Mr. Secretary Pitt, to be delivered to 


him by Sir hn Mordaunt, were now read at Sir 


Fehn Mordaunt's Deſire, (being firſt authenticated by 
Major-General Conway) vix. ; 


© At a Council of War held « on board his Ma- 
* jeſty*s Ship Neptune, at Anchor off the Iſle of _ 
September 2 Ss 87 37. 


Preſent, 
Knight of the Batb, Admiral 
and Commander in Chief of 
his Majeſty's Ships employed 
on the preſent Expedition. 


Knight of the Bath, Lieute- 
\ nant General of his Majeſty's 


Sir Jobn Merdaunt, Forces, and General and Com- 


mander in Chief of the Troops 
on the preſent Expedition. 


Charles 8 Eſa; Vice Admiral of the Red. 

The Rt. Hon. Major General Henry Seymour Con- 
© way. 

Thomas Brodrick, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the White, 

Hon. Major General Edward Cornwallis, 

Captain George Bridges Roduey. 


E 3 : The 
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The Fortifications and Iſland of Aix, belonging 
to the French King, having ſurrendered to his Ma- 
jeſty's Arms, the Council proceeded to take into 
6 Conſideration the farther Steps proper to be taken, 


£.in Execution of his Majeſty's ſecret Inſtructions to 
Sir Edward Hawke and Sir Jobn Mordaunt, Com- 


* manders in Chief of his Majeſty's Forces on the 
* preſent Expedition; and the firſt Object being to 
determine, Whether a proper Place could be found 
for landing the Troops, Sir Edward Hawke pro- 
duced a Report by Rear Admiral Brodrick, and the 
Captains Douglas, Denis, and Buckle, — he 
s had ſent to ſound and reconnoitre the Coaſt from 


La Rochelle to the Point of Fouras, near the Em- 


* bouchure of the River Charente, which Report is 
© hereunto annexed. - | 

The Council having taken. the ſaid Report i into 
£ Conſideration, and examined the Pilots, it appears, 


(that there are but two landing Places; and that the 


Troops could. not be. reimbarked from either of 
© them in bad Weather, the Swell of the Sea making 
© ſo great a Surf on the Shore that no Boats could 
© be able to approach it to take the. Troops off; the 
© ableſt Pilot having informed the Council, that he 
© had been at Anchor ſeven Weeks in this Road, and 


not a Boat been able to paſs or repaſs : And it like- 
© wiſe appears to the Council, that in caſe the Troops 


* ſhould be overpowered by ſuperior Numbers of the 


Enemy, they could have no Protection from the 
Cannon of the Fleet, the ſhoal Water preventing 


their coming within Gun- ſhot. 


* The Probability of Succeſs in the Attempt againſt 


* Rochefert, in cafe the landing was effected, being 


then taken into Conſideration, Lieutenant Colonel 
*. Clerk, Chief Engineer, was called in, and being 


* aſked his Opinion, declared, That when he ſaw 


F.the Place in the Year 1754, he thought no Place 


vas more capable of being taken by Aſlault; what 


+ Alteration may have been made in the Place ſince, 
$ ke has not ſufficient Information to judge; that he 


does 
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< does not imagine any regular Attack was intended 


« againſt that or any other Place, the ſmall Quan- 
* tity of Artillery we have not being ſent. upon that 
Plan. Being aſked, If the Ditch were flowed with 
Water, whether he ſhould then think it practicable 
to take the Place byEſcalade ; ſaid, he thought not; 
but that when he ſaw the Ditch, it did not appear 
to him capable of being flowed, = 
* Monſieur de Bonneville, Volunteer, being aſked 
what he knew of Rochefort, ſaid, that he was there 
about nine Years ago ; that the Ramparts were of 
Earth, and that there are Sluices there, by which 
they can flow the Ditch, and that it was full of 
Water all round, when he was there. 
The Pilot of the Neptune being called in, ſaid, 
That he had been very frequently at Rochefort; that 
* he commanded a ſmall Veſſel there many Years ; 
that they have Sluices near the Hoſpital, by which 
- 


HG „ „ „ 


they can fill the Ditch with Water; that they raiſe 


them ſometimes to cleanſe the Ditch, and that he 
has ſeen Water in it quite round the Town. 


The Informations of ſome French Priſoners were 
© then produced confirming the ſame, as alſo that 


< they had been working on the Fortifications there 


for ſome Time paſt. 


The Intelligence received from ſeveral neutral 
Veſſels ſpoke with on the Paſſage was alſo produced, 
declaring, That the French had been for ſome Time 
in Expectation of a Deſcent from the Engliſh in 
thoſe Parts; all which being taken into Conſidera- 
tion, together with the long Detention of the Troops 
in the Iſle of Might, and our meeting with con- 
trary Winds, Fogs and Calms upon our Paſſage, 
the ſeveral Informations received of Troops aſſem- 


bled in the Neighbourhood, and the great Impro- 
© bability of finding the Place unprovided, or of ſur- 


« priling it, or conſequently ſucceeding in an Enter- 
prize founded on the Plan of an Aſſault or Eſca- 
© lade merely; and the Uncertainty of a ſecure Re- 
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- © treat for the Troops, if landed ; the Council are 


* -unanimoufly of Opinion, that ſuch an Attempt is 
neither adviſcable,” nor practicable. 
Edi. Hawke, 
F. Mordaunt, 
© Chai, Knowles, + 
H. Seymour Conway, 
| Jo. Brodrick, 
| e Edu. Cornwallis, 
s G. B 6 Rodney, * 
G. Howard.“ 


a At a Council of War held on board his Majeſ. 
* ty's Ship Ramilies in Baſque Road, this 28th of _ 
f re 1757. 
Preſent, 
8 Knight of the Batb, Admiral 
3 | and Commander in Chief of 
ir Edvard Hale, ) his Majeſty's Ships employed 
Fat: on the preſent Expedition. 


Knight of the Bath, Lieute- 


? | nant General of his Majeſty's 
Sir Jobn Mordaunt, J Forces, and Commander in 

f Chief of the Troops employed 
L on the preſent an 


s Charles Knowles, Eſq; Vice Admiral of the Red. 
© The Rt. Hon. Major General Henry Seymour Conway. 


'* Thomas Brodrick, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the White. 


Hon. Major General Edward Cornwallis, 
Captain George Bridges Rodney. 
Colonel George Howard. 


The Council of War wake aſſembled, at the De- 
* fire of Sir John Mordaunt, proceeded to take un- 
der Conſideration, Whether it is adviſeable to land 
the Troops to attack the Forts leading to, and up- 
* on the Mouth, of the River Charane; and after 


+ mature Deliberation axe wRaptmoully of Opinion, 
2 


ſires and preſſes much this very Meaſure. 


6.99]. 


That it is adviſeable to land the Troops for that 
+ Purpoſe with all pom Diſpatch. 

0 Edu. 8 

FJ. Mordaunt, 

Cha. Knowles, 

H. Seymour Conway, 

* The. Brodrick, 

Ediod. Cornwallis, 

* Geo. Bridges Rodney, 

| 6. Howard.” 

A Payer was then tendered by Sir Fohn Mordaunt 
to the Court, as containing Obſervations of Sir Jobn 
(now Lord) Ligonier, mentioned by Major General 
Conway to have been read at a Meeting of the Ca- 
binet Council; and it being admitted by the Judge- 
Advocate, that the ſaid Obſervations, or Hints, were 
written by Sir John Ligonier ;—(but prior to his hav- 
ing any Knowledge of the Diſpoſition of the French 
Troops afterwards produced at the Cabinet Council) 
and that a Copy thereof had been given to Sir 
Jobn Merdaunt at his own Deſire; the ſaid Paper was 
read as follows: 


5 Teiak is a Chance in the beſt concerted Military 
% Enterprizes, which every Man of long Service 
** muſt have experienced; what Share then muſt be 
“left to Fortune in an Expedition, where neither the 


Country, nor the Number of Troops, you are to 
„ act againſt, is known with any Preciſion. 


„The Capacity of the Generals may ſupply this 
«© Want of Intelligence, but to give them any po- 
* ſitive Plan or Rule of Action under ſuch Circum- 


* ſtances, I apprehend would be abſurd. 


Alf I-am rightly informed, the great Point his 

ce Majeſty has in View by this Expedition, and the 
« alarming the Coaſts of France, is the Hopes of 
* making a powerful Diverſion in Favour of H.R.H. 
e the Duke, as well as the King of Pruſſia, who de- 


cc In 


= | 

= 66 10 the Execution of this General Plan, a Pro- 
te ject of giving a mortal Blow to the naval Power 
« of France is in his Majeſty's Thoughts, by attack- 
ce ing and deſtroying, if poſſible, the Dock, Ship- 

ping, and naval Stores at Rochefort. 
4 A Plan of that Place given by one of his Ma- 
« jeſty's Engineers, who was there in 1754. ſeems 
« to encourage the Attempt; and it muſt be owned, 
<«..that without ſuch Authority it could hardly be be- 
< lieved, that a Place of that great Importance could 
« be left in ſo defenceleſs a Condition, 
In all doubtful dangerous Military Attempts: the 
. « Advantages, that may accrue from Succeſs, ought 
©. to be weighed againſt the Damage and Mistor- 
tunes, that may be the Conſequences of a Repulſe, 
* and that well conſidered may in Prudence deter- 
6 mine the Choice. 


If an Attempt is to be made upon Rochefort, it 


&. will be the Part of the Admiral to know the Coaſts, 
* to bring the Troops to the neareſt Place, to cover 
their landing by the Diſpoſition of his Ships, and 
tc to deſtroy any Barbet Batteries, which the Enemy 
may have upon the Shore, ſtill remembring, that 
« if the Troops are landed at too great a Diſtance 
from the Place, the Deſign will become dangerous, 
«© and probably impracticable. | 

' « Suppoſing the Troops landed, it muſt be left 
4 to the Conſideration of the Generals, Whether 
they ſhould not march with the proper Precautions, 

directly to Rochefort, to prevent any Succours be- 
„ ing thrown into the Place; at the ſame Time, that 
e the Marines ſhould be employed in making a good 
e Entrenchment for the Security of the Stores to be 

& landed from Time to Time, as weil as of a Re- 

<< treat in Caſe of Neceflity, - 

We are told, the Country in the Neighbourhood 

is low and marſhy ; that Circumſtance might be of 

great Advantage in this Undertaking, becauſe in 


be that Cale TR cannot Ong by ne 4 2 
F 


, + ſeys, which may be eaſily defended by Coupures, or 
. * gRedoubts. 2 = | 
X A ſafe and well ſecured Communication between 
e the Camp and the Sea, from whence you are to re- 
. « ceive your Supplies of all Kinds, is abſolutely ne- 
8 * ceſſary; the whole depends upon it: But this be- 
c ing done, I ſhould not be much in Pain for the 
„Safety of the Troops, an inferior Number dares 
d « not approach you, and one ſuperior will not be 
| * eaſily aſſembled without your knowing it; and, at 
1 « all Events, you have ſecured a Retreat to the Ships. 
it * I would adviſe to procure Guides upon the S 
I * and paying them greatly when faithful; there are 
e, «© Numbers of Proteſtants in that Province, that wiſh 
r- you well, and would be glad to go on Board with you. 
As for a Coup de Main, it may, perhaps, ſucceed 
it 8 ** beſt at your coming up, as the Enemy may be in 
s, great Hurry, Surprize, and Conſternation at ſuch 
15 ce an unexpected Viſit, and not have had Time to 
1d | © make his Diſpoſitions ; but if that is not thought 
ay | © proper, it may ſucceed as well after the Place has 
lat “ been thoroughly reconnoitred, and you have fixed 
ce | © the Spots where you deſign to direct your greateſt 
1s, | © Efforts, and if the Enemy ſee any Preparations 
ce for a regular Attack, they will leſs ſuſpe& a Coup 
eft «© de Main. i 5 £ | | 
1er «© Bergen-op-Zoom was taken by a Coup de Main, 
ns, 66 after a long Siege. i | e f 7 
be⸗ « St. Philip's was taking by ſcaling Ladders and 
hat a4 Coup de Main, though the. Garriſon was 3000 
od * ſtrong, after a Siege of 56 Days. Finds 
be © The Neceſlity of dividing a ſmall Garriſon in 
Re- 42 Place of ſuch Circumference, as Rochefort, may fa- 
56 cilitate the Succeſs of a bold Attempt.“ 
od il | > 55 
> of The Hon. Lt. Col. Jamzs Murray being ſworn, 
- in was aſked, what he ſaw in the Iſle of R.? 
Jams A. The Morning of the 23d, the Day of the At- 
a] tack on the Iſle of Aix, he went on Board the Ramj- 


1 Fw} - Ea 
J Campagne, but muſt follow the Dykes, or Caw- 


lies, 
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Hes, mt from the Poop of that Ship with Col. Hocg- 
on, and Col. Wolfe, took a View of the Iſle of Rh; 


they ſaw a Body of Men with two Colours, he thinks, 
Men, - marching 


equal to a Battalion of 600 or 700 
along Shore to Fort Sablanceau ; they ſaw them 
Jodge their Colouts juſt by the Side of the Fort, 
and immediately fall to work upon the Fort on 
the Outſide of it: They viewed this with Teleſcopes. 


They ſaw: likewiſe Veſſels paſſing from the Iſle of | 


Rb to the Continent, or the Continent to the Iſle 
of Rhe, is not certain which; the Veſſels ſeemed tg 
be about ſixty or ſeventy Tons, as near as he could 
zudge. 

©. Did: he view the Coaſt ande Fouras, when 
the : Tranſports laid at the Iſle of Aix? 

A. Les, he did with a Teleſcope. 

2 What did he obſerve? 

A. The Morning of the 25th from his Tranſport, 
which laid off the Iſle of. Aix, he took a View of the 
Coaſt of the Peninſula, upon which Fouras is ſituated, 
from the Point next to the Iſle d Enet, which is the 
northernmoſt Point of that Peninſula, as far South, 
as his Eye could reach; it appeared to him, that there 
was a very fair Bay for Landing very near that North 
Point; but that there was a Stone Battery there, or 
Redoubt, (does not know which it was) which de- 
fended that Bay; he diſtinguiſhed ſeven or eight Em- 
brazures with Guns; likewiſe Guns en Barbette, is not 
poſitive, as to the Number, Between this Battery, or 
Redoubt, and Fouras, there was an Encampment; the 
Deponent could count thirty Tents; the full View of 
the Camp was intercepted by a Wood; he ſaw about 
4 or go Men at Work upon the ſaid Battery, and 
in the Bay between that and Fouras, whom he imagin- 
ed to belong to that Encampment. He alſo faw Men 


at Work upon Fouras; and upon a riſing Ground a- 


bove Fouras, he ſaw 11 or 12 Guns naked (no Para- 
pet.) The Shore to the Southward of Fouras was 
rocky, and did not ſeem to afford any proper Place 
ior a 8 Debarkation: The vanes: between. NP 

| | One 


[77] 
ſtone Redoubt, 1 y, did not frond to exceed a 
Mile and a Half. Upon the Ifle Madame he ſaw Peo- 
ple at Work, alſo two Officers Tents upon a rifing 
Ground, juſt above the Sca; he was at too great a 
Diſtance to give a diſtinct Account of the Me 
Madame; this was all he could ſee there. 

Whether he was near enough to diſtinguiſh from 
the Walls whether Fort d' Aiguille was buiit 2 or 
not: 

A. It was Maſonry and appeared new; it was ei- 
ther new, or newly cleaned up. 

Sir Fohn Mordaunt obſerving, that Lite Colonel 
Murray, if he recollects right, was wounded at Of- 
end, during the Siege, and left at Ghent, deſired he 


would inform the Court, whether there were not 


French Militia employed at the Siege of Oftend, and 
likewiſe in Garriſon at Ghent; and, from what he 
ſaw of the French Militia, What is his Lp ran of 
them ? 

Lieut. Col. A0 anſwered, 10 can't take upon 
him to ſay, there were any French Militia employed 
at the Siege of Oftend, as he was confined ; but he 
heard there were three Battalions, as well as he can 
recollect. At Ghent, where Sir Fobn Mordaunt left him 
behind, he ſaw ſeveral Regiments; the Regiment of 
Norniandy was at the ſame I ime in the Garriſon there; 
theſe Militia in their Cloaths and Appearance were 
like the other Troops, but he-had no Opportunity of 
knowing any Thing of their Quality. The Militla, 
if they were ſuch, which oppoſed our Troops, when 
they made the Deſcent in Britany, were a deſpicable 
Rabble, and made no Reſiſtance ; they ſeemed to him 


to be the Peſſe Comitatus, and he believes them to 
be different from the Militia ; they were neither regu- 


ww. cloathed, nor armed. | 

(by the Court.) At what Time he reported, 
or communicated to Sir John Mordaunt, what he 
had ſeen from the Ramilies in the Iſle of Rhe? 


A. He don't recollect that he mentioned it to Sr 
John Mordaunt at all; Colonel Hodgſon, and Colo- 
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[58] _ 
nel Wolfe being both there, he took it for granted M. 
2. At what Time he reported, or communicaeed Pil 

to Sir Jabn Mordannt, what he ſaw from his Tranſ- ww 

dort off the Iſle of Aix, on the Morning of the 25th? the 
A. He made no regular Report; believes, he men- Pil 


tioned it one Day in the Admiral's Cabin, when vim 
every Body was giving an Account of what they had Mi 
ſeen; but is not certain of that neither. a 
5 | Teng 17 75 ri 


Capt. PaTzicx Torx, Aid de Camp to Sir John lig 
Mordaunt, being ſworn, and deſired to give an Ac- he 
count of what Converſation paſſed on board the Ra- Ma 
milies on the Evening of the 23d, about the attack- Diſ 


ing of Fort Fouras ; depoſed, that in the Evening £ 
after the Iſle of Aix was taken, he ſaid to Sir Edward a £ 
Hawke, that the next Step that appeared neceſſary * 
to be taken, was, to attack Fouras by ſome of the Mil 


Ships, to bambard Rochelle, or give any other Di- SY 
verſion, or Jealouſy to the Enemy, and that the 
Troops, in that Caſe, might belanded at Chatelaillon, 1 
or any other Spot, that might be found out thereabouts. | deli 
The Admiral ſaid, a little Time, after what the De- told 

nent has now repeated was ſpoke to him, that he Baſ, 
would lay a Ship along-ſide of Forras, bombard Ro- Wa 


chelle, and the Troops might land; he recollects, L 
that Col. Wolſe immediately took up the Converſa- =: 
tion, and the Diſcourſe continued between him and the 
the Admiral. | tion 
r TIO | nute 


Capt. TONHAS Os BERT MorpaunT, Aid de Camp Kt 
to Sir JobnMordaunt, being ſworn, and aſked, Whether © Þ 
| NS] kom preſent at any Converſation with Sir Edward ſb © 
Hawke,gon the Evening of the 23d? 
' Depoſed, that he remembers being preſent at a Diſ- 
courſe that Evening, but can't now take upon him to 
deliver what paſſed ; but on the Morning of the 24th, 
he received a Meſſage from Sir Edward Hawke, deſiring 
him to comedownto him in the Cabbin, where he found 
the Admiral, the Vice-Admira!, and the Pilot of the 
1 | | . | 1 Mag- 


1 791 

e Sir Edward Hawke deſired the Deponent, 
as he did not underſtand French himſelf, to aſk- the 
Pilot ſome Queſtions, and explain his Anſwers to them. 
Among other Queſtions, he aſked particularly about 
the Approach of Ships of War to Fort Fouras; the 
Pilot ſaid, he would undertake to carry the Magna- 
nine within half a Mile, even within a Quarter of a 
Mile of the Fort, but then he muſt run her upon 
the ſoft Mud, from whence the next Tide would 
bring her off. Sir Edward aſked the Pilot, if by 
lightning the Barfleur he could bring her as near; 
he anſwered, he could, but had rather go with the 

Magnanime : The Admiral ſeemed ſatisfied with this 
Diſcourſe, ſaying, that would do, or to that Effect. 

9. Does he recolle&, whether the Pilot ſpore of 
a French Mile, or an Engliſh Mile? 

A. The Deponent aſked him particularly, What 
Miles he meant ; and the Pilot anſwered, « Miles of 
« England.” ? e 

| Vice Admiral CHarLes KN OWL ES being ſworn, and 
deſired to inform the Court, what Thierry the Pilot 
told him of the Swell of the Sea in the Road of 
Baſque ; ſaid, he has declared that in the Council of 
War held on the 25th of Sepiember. 

Q. Does he recolle&, when he firſt ane it? 

A. He can't recollect; it muſt have been before 
the Council of War, or elſe he could not have men- 
tioned it there. The Paſſige he refers to in the Mi- 
nutes of the Council of War is this The ableſt 
Pilot having informed the Council, that he had 
<< been at Anchor ſeven Weeks in this Road, and 

* not a Boat been able to paſs or repaſs.“ 


* 


[80] 


The AY Lit of Ships = out 3 the 
Command of Sir Edward Hawke on the Expedition 
being, by Deſire of a Member of the Court, ſhewn 
to Vice · Admiral Knowles, he informed the Court, that 
all the Ships contained i in the ſaid Liſt, except the 
Southampton, were in the Baſq ue Road, mah Ship, 
having taken a 4 nee, the: "Admiral ſent vor. into 


Nan. VIS. 


Rate Guns Men Ships | Commanders 
1 100 — 870 — Royal George Matthew Buckle 
— yo 780——Ramilies James Hobbs 
. 25 75770 Neptune james Galbraith 
1 2 ä Peter Denis 
| 84 - — 770——Royal William Witt. Taylor 
go — 700 — harfleur Samuel Graves 


| FORD — 666——Princeſs Amelia Stephen Colby 
14 . ee ee 5 Hon. Richard Howe 


21 1700 — Torbay Fon. Aug. Keppel 
600 — Dublin Geo. B. odney 
70 — 520 — Burford James — 
7 64 — 500——Alcide games Douglas 
'H e 420 America on. John Byron 
5 0 Achilles Een. S. Barrington 
Medwa Charles Proby 
| . Robert Digby 
= — 220——Southampton J. Gilchriſt 
28 —,200 Coventry, Carr Scrope 
"6 Frigate - — 18 — 120 Cormorant | Benjamin Clive 
OE 120——Poſtillion . William Cooper 
5 . Beaver Edward Gaſcoign® 
c 16 — — can james O'Hara 
14 — 80 Eſcort Charles Ingliſs 
hb — 8 — .to——Firedrake | 3 Owen Edwards 
.  6o——Infernal, | E M Kenzie 
| Fireſhip - | 45——Pluto' - John Lindſey 
ba; _ 45——Proſerpine Francis Banks 
| Buſs — Gi — 45 —Canterbur7 1 homas Lempriere 
' 45—Metlway Charles Lucas 
_ Ship 22 — 100 Thetis 5 John Moutray 
* Cutter | 


vice Admiral Knowles being aſked by the Court) 
how many Men, as he thinks, could have been land- 

ed in one Embarkation ? ? | 
4. He 


4 
o 
% 
68 
. 
c 
* 
K 
4 
1 
£ 
* 
o 
o 
* 


84 


- > > ß . Se HE TR 


* ks TT _ ww — A 


"a A a AA „ „ „„ A @ A „ „ „ 


82 ] 


A. He was on another Service intirely diſtant from 


that of the Embarkation, and cannot anſwer that 
9. What occaſioned the Fleet not coming into 


the Road ſooner than the 23d, ſeeing they made the 


Coaſt on the 20th ? 


A. He will give the beſt Account he can, without 


his Log-Book and Journal ; but for want of them 
cannot be particular as to the Hours.— In the Morn- 
ing of the 2oth, Sir Edward Hawke gave him the 
following Order, viz. 5 | ny 5, 


BB By Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the Bath, 
Admiral of the Blue Squadron of his 
* Majeſty's Fleet, &c. 1 


© If in ſtanding in between the Iles of Rb and 


a3 


Oleron, I ſhall find the Winds and Weather will 


admit of proceeding to Baſque Road, and attacking 
the Iſle of Aix, I will hoift a red Flag on the Flag- 
ſtaff - at the Foretop-gallantmaſt-head, and fire 
three Guns; then you are hereby required and di- 
rected, without Lofs of Time, to ſtand in as near 


with all, or as many of the Ships of your Divi- 


either ſurrender, or abandon it. In either Caſe 


moliſh it with all poſſible Diſpatch, ſending me the 
earlieſt Intelligence, of your Proceedings. For 
which this ſhall be your Order. 1 | 


Given under my Hand on Board his Majeſty's - 


Ship Ramilies at Sea this 2oth Sept. 1737. 


3 | ED. HAWKE, 
© To Charles Knowles, Eſq; Vice- Wo 
Admiral of the Red Squadron 

of his Majeſty's Fleet. 

By Command of the Admiral, J. Hay. 
8 F | The 
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to the ſaid Iſle of Aix, as the Pilots will carry you, 


ſion, as you ſhall think ſufficient for that Service, 
and batter it, till ſuch Time, as the Garriſon ſhall 


you are to land a Number of Men ſufficient to de- 
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The Signal being given, the Deponent abour 

Noon, took his Leave of Sir Edward Hawke, and 1 
made Sail with his Diviſion. The Medway, which | 
was a-head by Sir Edward's Order, to look out for 7 
the Land, about two or three o' Clock, as near as he ( 
can remember, made a Signal for ſeeing the Land; i 
very ſoon after, the Deponent ſaw it himſelf: As his s 
own Ship and thoſe of his Diviſion were ordered to f 
prepare for the Attack, the Lieutenant, or the Cap- A 
tain, came to acquaint him, the Ship, was clear and b 
ready for Action; this was about Four o'Clock, the p 
Wind at that Time, and to the beſt of his Remem- 1 
brance the whole Day, was about N. E. As he look- 2 
ed upon a Ship cleared, and in Order for Battle, to N 
be a very entertaining Sight, he deſired Major Ge- fc 
neral Conway to go down to fee his Ship between 7 
Decks: While they were viewing her, one of his * 
Lieutenants came down, ſent by the Captain, to ac- 

quaint him, Capt. Keppel hailed the Ship, and told 

them, there was a French Man of War ſtanding in 

for the Fleet; for ſome ſhort Space of Time the De- 

ponent took no Notice of it, thinking it impoſſible, 
the Fleet ſhould not ſee her; a ſecond Meſſage was Pe 
ſent him down to the ſame Purpoſe, he then imme- * 
diately went upon Deck with General Conway, and 35 
was ſhewn her hy his Captain, when with their Glaſſes jt 
they plainly diſcovered her to be a two-deck'd Ship; 

ſhe ſoon made a private Signal by hoiſting a Jack at 

her Mizen-topmaſt-head ; the Deponent was in 

Doubt, whether to make a Signal to any 6f his Di- 

viſion to chace, being ordered on a different Service, 

which he took Notice of to Major General Conway, 

and to his Captain; he judges, he was then at leaſt ! 
five Miles a-head of Sir Edward Hawke, and the « þ 
Enemy's Ship much nearer to him and his Diviſion, « 


thay they were to Sir Edward Hawke and the reſt of 
the Flect; and he plainly ſaw, if ſome of his Divi- 
ſion did not chaſe her, none of the others could poſ- i 
ſibly ſee her, ſo as to chaſe her, when Night came 51 
on. The Magnanime was then about two Miles to 

| „ Leward 
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[83] : 


Leward of them, on which he threw out her Signal 


to chace, and hailed Capt. Keppel in the Torbay, and 


directed him to chace alſo; obſerving, at the ſame 
Time, to Major General Conway and his Captain, that 


if Sir Edward Haute did not approve of what he had 
done, he would certainly call them in again; but, in- 
ſtead of that, Sir Edward threw out their Signals to 
chace, by way of confirming what he had done; and 
in Addition, made the Royal William's Signal alſo, 
belonging to his Diviſion z two more Signals for Ships 
in the reſt of the Fleet were thrown out afterwards, 
and very ſoon recalled. Early the next Day in'the 
Morning, Sir Edward Hawke ſent the Deponent the 
following Order to take under his Command three 
other Ships in the Room of thoſe three Ships that 


were detached to chace, viz. 


5 By Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the 
« Bath, Admiral of the Blue Squa- 
* dron of his Majeſty's Fleet. 


3 VFou are hereby required and directed 
Dublin, to take under your Command the Ships 


BgBurford, named in the Margin; the Captains of 


Achilles. * which have my Orders to follow your 
- Directions; and proceed, without a Mo- 
ment's Loſs of Time, to put in Exe- 

c cution the Orders you received from me 
_ © Yeſterday. For which this ſhall be your 
Order. | | 


"IN nf ET 

Charles empty Bloc * Hand on Board his 

* Admiral of the Red ron <«@ Majeſty's Ship Ra- 

* of his Majeſty's Fleet. C ls 25 Ser this 

i 
© By Command of the | 


J. HAY. | 
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In Obedience to that Order, the Deponent pro- 
— with his Diviſion with all the Sail they could 
carry, to get in, and make, what Land it was; he 
judges it was about 9 O'Clock, when they were got 
within about two Miles of the Land, in 11 Fathoms 
Water, very hazy thick Weather, fo as his Pilot de- 
fired, the Ship migut be tacked and laid with the Head 
off till it cleared, fo as he could fee his Marks. Whilſt 
he was laying to, he made a Signal for the Captains 
of his Divifion, and ordered them to ſend for their 
Pilots, no two of whom agreed, what Land it was ; 
their ſeveral Examinations he took down, and im- 
mediately ſent them to Sir Edward Hawke, who by 
that Time was advanced nearer to him by two or 
three Miles than he was before, as he the Deponent 


laid with his Head off Shere. In his Letter to 


Sir Edward he acquainted him, that not one of the 
Pilots would even take Charge to lead in with a 
twenty Gun Ship; if they would, his Diviſion ſhould 
have followed her. fd after his Boat went away, 
he made a Signal for ſ eaking with the Admiral, ſee- 
ing he continued 1 Sail, and did not ſtop to 
take up his Boat. At the ſame time he made fail 
with his Diviſion towards him, and by about 12 
joined him; when the Deponent got on board him, 
he was ſurprized to ſee Mr. Keppel on Board, and 
alſo to find the Magnanime and Royal N. illiam had 
Joined him again, which the thick weather had pre- 


_ vented the Deponent* s Knowing. Sir Edward Hawke, 


upon the Deponent's acquainting him with _ 
had hap ened, (tor he thinks he got on board, be 
fore his etter) immediately ſent for the Pilot of he 
Magnanime, at the. ſame time telling the Deponent, 
he judged, what was the Matter when he ſaw him. briog 
to, for his Pilot had refuſed carrying his Ship in: 
When the Pilot of rhe Magnanime came on board, he 
immediately told them, what Land it was; and af- 
ter offering to carry the Fleet in, returned on board 


his own Ship, and led the Deponent's Diviſion in, 


re Admiral and the reſt of the Fleet following. 


The | 


8 


f 
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B 
The Wind was pretty freſh all this Day, till towards 
the Evening, when about 6 o' Clock the Tide of 
Flood being ſpent, the Magnanime made the Signal to 
anchor; they were then in the Mouth of the Pertuis 
of Antiache ; About 8 of Clock Sir Edward Hawke 
made the Signal for the Fleet to anchor, and they 
continued working in, and anchored, as they came 
into proper Births, all Night. —Early in the Morning 
of the. 22d the Magnanime made the Signal, when the 
Deponent weighe with his Diviſion, and Sir Edward 
Hawke and the reſt of the Fleet weighed alſo: A- 
bout 11 o'Clock it falling calm, the Signal was again 
made to anchor; about Two or Three a ſmall Breeze 


| ſpringing up weſterly, the Magnanime made the 
i 


gnal and weighed again, and the Deponent ran in 
with his Diviſion, till between q and 10 of Clock 


at Night, Sir Edward Hawke and the Fleet of Tranſ- 


ports all following, when the Deponent's Diviſion 
came to an Anchor. 

9. When was the Demolition of the Iſle of Aix 
e, --- | 

4. About 7 o'Clock in the Evening of the Day 
before that, on which they ſailed for England. | 
9. Whether a Council of War, if thought ne- 
ceſſary, could have been held on the Evening of 
the 24th, after receiving the Report of the Rear 
Admiral. and Captains ? 


« 4 . 


A. As to the Poſſibility of it, or not, he can*t'an- 
ſwer, the Council of War wanting the Teſtimony 
of ſeveral Evidences, of whom he cannot ſay, where 
they were, or when they could have been collected 
together; beſides, Admiral Brodrick was juſt returned 


from Sounding, and had been up all the Night be- 


fore, and Colonel Howard, one of the Members of 
the Council, who was in the Fort at the Iſle of Aix, 


muſt have been ſent for, which would have taken up 


3 or 4 Hours, it being 9 or 10 Miles diſtant. 
9. ( At Sir John Mordaunt's Defire.) Whether that 
Evening was not- employed on board his, the Vice- 
"0 Admiral's 
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Admiral's Ship, in getting proper Intelligence con 


cerning Rochefort? | | 5 
A. On the 24th in the Morning, the Day after 
the Attack of the Iſle of Aix, the Deponent ſaw his 


Signal out on board Sir Edward Hawke; on which 


Major General Conway and he went away immediate 
ly; Sir Edward Hawke, on their coming on board, 
told the Deponent, Admiral Brodrict and three Cap- 
tains were gone reconnoitring for a Landing-Place, 
and he wiſhed for their ſpeedy Return. As that Sig- 


nal, which was out on board Sir Edward, was for 


the Rear-Admiral as well as the Deponent, being a 
Standard at the Enſign-Staff, and the Veſſels, which 
Admiral Brodrick had with him, were not in Sight, 
he begged of Sir Edward to make the Signal for all 
- Land and Sea General Officers, which is the Standard 
at the Mizen Top-maſt Head, that being moſt diſ- 
cernible at a Diſtance, and to repeat firing a Gun 
every Hour, which he did : Before Four, Admiral 
Brodrick and the Captains returned, very much fa- 


tigued, and drew up their Report. After taking a 


Morſel of Dinner they all got into their Boats and 
went away to the Iſle of Aix (excepting Admiral Brod- 
rick) in order to collect what Intelligence they could 


from the Priſoners taken in the Fort ; a Number of 


the Priſoners were ſent on board the Deponent's Ship, 
and examined, one by one, by General Conway, he 


{peaking French, till near 11 0 Clock at Night, when 


Sir Edward Hawke and Sir 7obn Mordaunt went away; 
and the Admiral declared his Intention of holding a 
Council of War on board the Deponent's Ship the 
next Morning, which was accordingly done. | 

9. Whether the Pilot of the Neptune was examined 
that Night ? i. 1 

A. He cannot remember. | 

Q: Does he recolle& any thing relating to a Re- 
p'rt, Captain Proby made to the Admiral, of his 
having ſpoke to a Dutch Maſter, in relation to the 
French having made great Preparations at Rochelle 
and St. Martius? e 

| A.He 


— 1 


E 

A. He conceives, that is contained in the Mi- 
nutes of the Council of War of the 25th, among 
the Reaſons aſſigned ſor the Opinion of that Council; 
but in regard to what paſſed at that Council, he in- 
formed the Court, that he took very exact Minutes, 
which he has now with him, and he laid the ſame 
before the Court, in Words following; viz. | 


Sir Edward Hawke's Inſtructions read, dated gth 

* Auguſt, 1757, as far as is found practicable ( Quere, 
Intelligence if to be conſidered, or believed be- 
© fore Trial.) | | 

« Sir Fobn Mordaunt's Inſtructions read — con- 
* formable to the other — dated 3d Auguſt. 

Letter from Sir John Mordaunt to Mr. Secretary 
Pitt, dated 11 Auguſt, 10 o'Clock at Night, Iſle 
« Wight, regarding contrary Winds preventing 
the ſudden Execution of his Majeſty's Inſtruc- 
© tions. 

Mr. Secretary Pitt's Anſwer read, dated 1 3th 
* Auguſt, —clear, as to Power of judging. 
© Mr. Secretary Pitt's Letter to Sir Edward Hawke, 

< dated 15th September,. — urging the Attempt for the 
< Deſtruction of Rochefort, and clear as to Limita- 
6 hon of des. <P wo 

Do to Sir John Mordaunt —— D. D. 

© Report—Admiral Brodrick. 

On Examination of Col. Clerk, all that could 
© be. gathered is, that the Army are to march up 
© to ſee, if Rochefort can be eſcaladed or not, but 
© that all opening of Trenches for carrying on of a 
* regular Siege were not in his Plan for attacking 
ws Tz 

* Bonville—a Ditch. 


Pilot Neptune —a Ditch and Sluices. 


Priſoners — Ditto & Contra, and worked on For- 
tifications about a Fortnight. | 


12 Broke up, unfiniſhed, 
F 4 - "It 
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It being Fhree o' Clock, | 
ADJOURN ED till to Morrow at Ten in the 


Morning; © | 5 


err 17th Daczupzs, 1757. 


49 COURT being met, and Vice Admiral 


Knowles not being yet come, 

Tur ForLowi Letters of the 18th and 1 gth 
Auguſt laſt, from Captain Archibald Clevland to Jobn 
Ceran, Eſq; Secretary to the Lords Commiſſioners 
of the Admiralty, and proved by him to have been 
received on the igth of the ſame Month, were read 
by De lr of Sir Jobn Mordaunt, Viz, 


1 60 Gibraltar, Stithead, Auguſt 1 b. I 757 
cg ir, : 

MC pleaſed. to inform the Lords Commiſſioners 
of the Admiralty of the Incloſed ; I ſhould have 
* ſent it Yeſterday, but thro Thad miſlaid it, 
: SG... | 

" | 

* Your moſt Humble Servant, 


« ARCH. CLEVLAND.” 


be use, Spit bead, Auguſt 1 8th, I 7 87. 
„% Sin, 
© On Wedneſday the r7th of Auguſt, about 12 
&* o'Clock at Noon, I ſpoke with a Dutch Convoy 
* from Rochelle, there was two Men of War, one 
* of 60 Guns and one of 44 Guns, with 55 Sail 
« of Merchantmen ; the firſt ant of the 60 
* Gun Ship came on board me, and told me, that 
* the French expected a Viſit from us at Rocbelle, 
72 but made no Preparation. 
| "Ta. | 
Four moſt humble Servant, 
ARCH. CLEVLAND.“ 


© LIEUT, 
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Lixur. WILLIAM Roy Engineer being ſworn, 
was aſked, if he had as many Workmen as he choſe 
to have, hes long Time it would taxe to throw up 
a Work of three hundred Yards, ſo as to make it 
defenfible againft any ſudden Aﬀault? — - 

A. He believes it extremely difficult to determine 
any Thing of that Kind exactly, becauſe it muſt 
depend on the Nature of the Soit where the Work is 
to be thrown up, and on the Number of Men, which 
can be employed on that Work, but he is neverthe- 
leſs of opinion, that in any ordinary. Soil; ſo ſmall an 
Extent of Entrenchment as 60, 100, or 300 Yards 
might be thrown up, and in the Space of 2 or 3 Days 
made fo ſtrong, as to render it unaſſfailable, till ſuch 
Time, as it was battered and laid open by Cannon, 
and in the fame Time he thinks even a covered Way, 

2 and perhaps an advanced Ditch might be 


9. Had the Expedition Train of Artillery ſufi- 
cient to oppoſe to the Cannon of a fortified Town ? 

A. He imagines not; believes, they had only 12 
Pieces of battering Cannon; is nat certain, 

9. Of what Calibre were the Cannon ? . 

A. Twelve Pounders and Twenty-four Pounders, 
is not certain of the Number of each. 


A RETURN from the Ordnance Office being in | 
ſpected, it thereby appeared, that the Ordnance ſent 
out on the E is as follows, viz. | 


Ordnance Shan: | Proportion. 


24 Pounders — 6 


ling Carriages,com p'eated 


Braſs, mounted on travel- i: 
wich Limbers, &c. 


FDC 
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| Ordnince Light: 


Braſs, mounted on travel- Te LO OY 
ling Carriages, with Lim-} 6 Pounders —— 10 
bers, Ammunition, Boxes, 3 — — 6 
and e ds s 

| | 52 Inches — 2 


Howitzers, 


to Inches — 2 


8 — 2 2 


Mortars on their Beds, 
r | Us Cohorns 20 


2 Roy vlog aſked, 4. Number of Artil- 
lery Horſes there were? 

Anſwered, He does not know ty the Num- 
ber, never having ſeen the Return of them. 

Sir John Mordaunt informed the Court, the N um- 
ber of. Artillery Horſes were Forty. 

Tus oe lei M ajorR-GENERAL Wenn 
CornwWALL1S being ſworn, and deſired to inform the 
Court, what he knows in regard to the Opinion of the 
SeaOfficers, as totheDifficulty of landing in the Night 
of the 28th,depoſed,that he wenton board the America, 
the Ship appointed for the Rendezvous, about Ten 
or Eleven o'Clock that Night, and was there ſome 


Time before Sir John Mordaunt came; there were 


ſeveral Captains of Men of War on board, and the 
Deponent found by them, that the landing, in their 
Opinion, would be dangerous, almoſt impracticable, 
and Madneſs in a Manner to attempt it. The Depo- 


nent had much Diſcourſe with Captain How in parti- 
cular, who expreſſed. himſelf with a great deal of 
Warmth, and ſeemed very uneaſy -at the Under- 
taking; he ſaid there would be at leaſt fix Hours in 
towing. to get to the Shore againſt a Head-Sea, and 
likewiſe five or fix Hours more before a ſecond Em- 

 barkation 
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barkation could be made to ſupport the firſt; that the 


Boats might be a conſiderable Time under the Ene- 
mies Batteries, if they had any, the Men ſtowed ſo in 
the Boats as not to be able to make uſe of their Arms, ſo 
as to make any Sort of Defence, and no Ships to protect 
them. Captain How ſaid, though he was not upon 
that particular Duty, yet he thought it of ſuch Conſe- 
quence, that he could not help declaring his Opinion, 
and that he would mention it to the Commander in 
chief, when he came on board. This likewiſe ſeemed 
to be the general Opinion, particularly Captains 
Denis, and Buckle, ſhewed Diſlike to the Attempt. 
After Sir Fobn Mordaunt came on board the America, 
and heard the general Opinion, as to the Difficulty of 
landing, he talked with Major-General Conway, Colo- 
nel Howard, and the Deponent, on the Subject, and 
they all agreed, that the Attempt would be wrong as 

the Wind then was. Sir John Mordaunt thereupon 


ordered the Troops to reimbark from the Boats on 


board the Tranſports, many of them having been 
ſome time embarked, and then returned on board the 


Ramilies. The Deponent ſtaid at his Poſt, till it was 


Day- light, and until Sir Edward Hawke had ordered 


all the Boats to their different Ships again, and then 


went on board his own Ship the Princeſs Amelia. 

9. (By the Court) Upon the 25th, if it had then 
been thought adviſeable to land, would the ſame Diffi- 
culties have occurred? | « A | 

A. He does not particularly recollect; as to the 
Weather and the Head-Sea he thinks not ; but as for 


the Diſtance of the Tranſports from the Place, at 
which it was intended to land, they were on the 25th. 


as far, and, he rather thinks, farther off. | 
9. At what Place the landing was intended to be 
made on the 28th ? Cn | hy 
A. In the Bay of Chatelaillon. Y 
9, How many Days Proviſion were the Troops to 
take on Shore with them ? | 
A. He thinks, Four Days Proviſions. : 
| | | 9. At 
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At. what Time the Boats were ordered back 
again to the Tranſports and Men of War? 

A. He can't eaſily ſay ; thinks Sir Edward 1 's 
Order for that Purpoſe was about an Hour and an 
half, or Two Hours, after the Return of Sir John 
Mordaunt on board the Ramilies. 

2. Whether the Purport of the Memorial of the 
| Diſpoſition of the Troops of France, which repreſents 
ten thouſand Men only upon the Coaſt, from St. Va- 
ery to Bourdeaux, was commun icated by Sir Jobu 
Adordaunt to; the Council of War of the 25th? | 

A. He can't recollect; be. rather thinks wok. - - 

..9. How many Debarkations would it have taken 
to compleat the whole? 

A. The Boats, as he W wouls have con- 
tained from 1500 to 1800 Men: and ſuppoſing all 


the. Boats to have returned ſafe to the Ships, the ſame 


Number would have been landed in the ſecond Em- 
barkation, and by that Reckoning, it would have 
taken four or five Debarkations. 

9. After the Soldiers were difembarked, whether 
it would not have required another Embarkation at 
leaſt for the Artillery, Stores, and Horſes ? 


„ A. It would have taken, as he conceives, more 


than one Embarkation for the Artillery and Stores; 
and the Horſes he doubted of their being able to land 
at all; he thinks they muſt have been landed in Long- 
. hoes, or ſwam { on Snore, if it could have been et- 
fected at all. 

2. Would the Flux and Reflux of the Tide have 
cauſed any Alteration in the Matter? 
A. Ne is not a competent Judge. 


©. Did he attend the Cabinet Council, or any of 


the Meetings, before they went upon the Expedition? 
A. He attended the firſt Cabinet · Council. 
Q. From the Converſation he had there, did he not 
expect great Aſſiſtance from the Fleet? 


A. Yes, he certainly did; but they appeared at 


that Meeting ſo totally ignorant of the Bay, of the 
Place 


W 4 VU Vis. 


with ſending far 
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Place of Landing, or of the Coaſt, that it-finiſhed 
the Pilot, (Thierry, as he believes; it 

was a Pilot then at Spitbead.) The other two Coun- 
cils he did not attend, being ordered to the Iſle of 
Wi bt, to ute the Command of the Tr there. 

Were any of the Admirals, or principal Ses. 
Officers preſent | at that i and View 

4. Sir Edward Hawke and Vice. Ad mira] Knoles 
a there: 

2, (By Defire of Sir Jobn Motdaunt) Was Ak 
plication made at that Meeting for additional 'Strengrh 
of Artillery? 

A. He can't directly ſay, whether for more Artil- 
lery or not; ſome Demands were made; he thinks 


for more Troops. 


Lv TINAur Cebit Monnar, being age 


called! in, was examined. 
- On the 29th, when he was ordered by Sir John 


Mordaunt to reconnoitre the CO. whar Obſervations 


he reported to Sir J 


A. Colonel Howard, Lieutenunt- Colonel Wolfe, 
Captain How, and the Deponent, went on board the 
Viper Sloop, which Sfoqp lay neareſt the Shore in the 
Bay of Charelaillon. They viewed the Coaſt from the 
Top of the Awning, (which is elevated above the 


| Deck) and ſaw a Tent. and fix Guns naked upon the 


bluff Point of Chatelaillon. From that Point to the 


Point Angolin they computed it to be about three 
Miles and an half, or four; all which afforded a good 


Landing; but there was a Ridge of Sand Hills, that 
ran from Point to Point quite along the Bay, within 
about forty Tards of High Water Mark, to the beſt 
of his Judgment. Theſe. Sand- Hills ſeemed to be 
about 25 or" 30 Feet, in general, perpendicular 
Height,” and capable of concealing any Number of 
Troops from their Sight. They faw no Troops, 
Redoubrs, or Batteries, (excepting the Battery he has 


iced) to * a Debarkation. Tne . 
0 


* 
* 
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.* ſame Morning, that bei 
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of the Viper Sloop told them, that upon the-26th he 
had ſeen a confiderable Body of Troops, with ſeveral 
Pair of Colours, march x hk the Shore from Ro- 
cbelle, and that they encamped in the Bay that After- 
noon behind the Sand Hills z which Sand Hills the 
Captain of the Viper called an Entrenchment; that 
the Men went to Work the ſame Afternoon upon 
theſe Sand Hills ; and the next Day their Tents were 
more covered, intercepted by the Work they had 
thrown up, and at laſt they were intirely covered, ſo 
that he could not ſee them from his Awning. That, 
owever, the 28th, (the Day before their coming on 
board) he had ſeen them "the his Main-top; but 
that Captain How had been that Morning of the 29th 
to his Main-top, but ſaw neither Troops nor En- 
campment. Captain Cooper, Commander of the Ship 
that laid next to the Viper Sloop, told them he had 
ſeen the Troops from his Top- gallant- maſt- head that 


the 2 Sloop they rowed into the Shore, as near as 


they thought it prudent ; but ſaw nothing more from 


the Boats, than they had done from the Awning of 
the Ship. When. they returned, they reported this 


to Sir John Mordaunt, and, as he remembers, alſo 
mentioned to him, that the Ground beyond the Sand- 
Hills was ſuch, as Cavalry could act inn. 
Q. At what Time of the Day did they make this 
Report to Sir Fohn Mordaunt ? OO EE 
A. About Five o'Clock in the Afternoon of the 29th 
2 (By Deſire of Sir John Mordaunt) As he recon- 


noitred that Coaſt, what Number of Troops, under a 


good Officer, does he imagine ſufficient to have de- 
ended the Bay of Chatelaillon againſt their landing, 
had it been attempted ? ch IV 
A. It is Matter of Opinion, and depends greatly 
on the Capacity of the Officer; he thinks, again 
two thouſand Men, which he believes was the whole 
Number the Boats could have embarked at once, one 
Batallion of Infantry, and two Squadrons of Dra- 
_ RT 1 


an higher Ship. From 
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goons, with fix Field. pieces, might have rendered 
their landing ineffectual, had it been made on the 29th, 
when the Wind was as ſtrong, as it was on the 28th. 
—]n his Opinion, if the Wind was to the Weſtward, 
they could not have landed at all. 1 3 ad 

9. (By the Court) How near it was neceſſary for 

the Boats to have gone to the ſix Pieces of . 
mentioned in his Evidence? 
A. Had they gone down to the Angolin, they make 
have been intirely out of the Reach of the Guns, and 
had they gone directly under the bluff Point, they 
would not long have been annoyed by them. 

9. Did he ever hear, how far it, was from Rochelle 
to the Place, where they were to land? — 

A. From the Point of Angolin does not appear to 
be above three Miles from Rochelle, as far as he could 
judge from the Eye, and from the Map he has ſeen ; 
but to'the Cod of the Bay, believes, about five Miles, 


| g Whether the Captain of the Viper mentioned 
the | 


umber of the Troops he had ſeen? n 
A. He thinks the Captain mentioned having ſeen 
ſix Colours ; he can't take upon him to ſay, whether 
he mentioned how many Troops. 


Major-General CornWALLIS was finden ex: 
amined. 

2. Whether Sir John A did ſummon all 
the Land- Officers of the Council of War to conſider 
of a Letter of Sir Edward Hawke, propoſing a Return 
to England? 

A. On the 29th of September, the Deponent re- 
ceived a Letter from Sir John Mordaunt in the Middle 
of the Day, deſiring he would attend him that After- 
noon on board the Ramilies. The Deponent went 
accordingly, and after having been there ſome Time, 
Sir Jobn Mordaunt (he believes it was then about the 
Hour of Seven) ſent in for him and Colonel Howard, 
Major-General Conway being already with him. Sir 


| John told them, that he had received a Letter from 
Sir Edward — which he gave the Deponent to 


read, 
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. and which he believes to be the 82 as now 


e in Court, viz. 


,  Remilies, Baſque Road, Spe 29, 1757: 
«SIR, 

Should the General Officers of the Troops have 

te no farther military Operations to propoſe, conſide- 


e rable enough to authorize: my'detaining the Squa- 


t dron under my Command longer here, I beg Leave 


to acquaint you, that J intend to proceed with it 
ye! for England without Loſs of Time. ES 2 
42-1 Py; 8 8” 
Four moſt Gbedient, 


To _ „aun Moſt Humble Servant, 
Mordaunt. W «ED. HAWKE.” 
And he aſked the Dovtients ff 180. as alſo that 


of the others, what was proper to e done upon it; 


the Deponent told Sir John, he knew pretty well his 


Opinion; for that he had conſtantly been againſt 
landing, ſince the Council of War of the 25th; and 
that every Day and every Hour they ſtaid, he ſhould 
be more and more againft it; that there was no Ser- 
vice of Conſequence to be done, and therefore he was 
of Opinion to return. 

9. Did they not al unanimouſly concur in Opi- 
nion to return 

A. He thinks Major-General Conway did hefitate 
upon it; but di afterwards come into the general 


ht mg ed for ret ng, 


ourt) Whether Sir Edward Hawke 
war on - rp at the Time ? 
A. He was on board; but not preſent at the 


Council, or Meeting. 


E Were not 75 who were aſſembled, the four 
Officers appointed or the Holding: Councils of War 
at Land? 8 

4. Yes, as he underſtood it, 


g + * . 
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9 Can he give any Reaſon, why the Admirals and 
the eldeſt Sea-Caprain were nof at that Council of 
War? 

A. He cannot. 


Q. Did Major-General . when he heſitated, | 


urge any Objections ? 
A. He thinks nothing new, or that tended to con- 


vince the Deponent- at all; he did not propote any 


Operations, as he remęmbers. 

2. What was doing the 26th, and 27th? 

A. A Propoſal was made, as he believes, on the 
26th, is not ſure, by Major-General Conway about 


landing on the Iſle of Oleron; Sir Edward Hawke 


made ſome Objection; the Deponent likewiſe was of 
a different Opinion, as thinking: it tended to — 
of Conſequence. 
| (By 8 Jahn N ordaunt Deſire) What was his, 
n Mordaunt's, Opinion at that Conſultation ? 


ral Opinion, he ſhould concur in it. 
In regard to the 27th, the Deponent informed the 


Court, that he received a Meſſage from Sir Jobn Mor- 
daunt that Day, to come down to the Ifle of Aix; he 


accordingly went there in the Morning, where he met 


Sir John Mordaunt, with Sir Edward Hawke, Vice- 


Admiral Xzowles, and Major-General Comwpay, (he- 


ther Colone] Howard was there, he can't ſay) they 


ſeemed to be employed in viewing Fort Fouras with 
Spying-Glaſſes and Teleſcopes, to ice what they could- 


make of that Fort; the Deponent could make nothing 
of it himſelf at ſo great a Diſtance, ſo as to form any 


Kind of Judgment about it. After having been there 
ſome Time, the Deponent aſked. Sir John Mordaunt 
if he had any Commands for him, and Sir Jobn an- 
ſwering him, tliat he had not, he returned on board 
his own Ship. 

2, (By Sir John Maordaunt Deſire) Did he receive 
a Summons that Evening to attend a Council of War 
the next Day, to conſider of an Attack of che Forts on 
the Mouth of the Charente Es] 
G A. He 
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A. He did receive aSummons to attend a Council of 


War the next Day; can't ſay naw, what it contained. 


9. (By the Court) While they were at Hix on the 
27th, was there any Conſultation between the Gene- 
rails and Admirals? 

A. They did at Times talk together, but the De- 
ponent did not hear that Diſcourle ; ; there was no ge- 
ral Conſultation. TI 


Vice-ADMIRAL KNOWI Es was again called in, and 
it being obſerved to Sir John Mordaunt, that the Mi- 
nutes of the Council of War, which ſpeak only in 
general Terms of . ſeveral Informations received of 
% Troops aſſembled in the Neighbourhood,” would 
not be ſufficient to eſtabliſn any particular Intelli- 
gence, he might think material for his Defence; Sir 
John Mordaunt deſired, that his Queſtion of Yeſter- 
day might again be propoſed to Vice- Admiral __— 


Dix. 


9. Does he recollect any thing relating to a Re- 
port made to the Admiral by Captain Proby, of his 
having ſpoke to a Duich Maſter, who informed him, 

that the French had made great Preparations at Ro- 
chelle and St Martin's? | 
The Vice-Admiral anſwered, that he cannot parti- 
culatly charge his Memory, who it was that was men- 
tioned to have given the Report; but that Sir Ed- 
ward Hawke did deliver in ſeveral Papers of Intelli- 
' gence, which he had gained during the Paſſage; and 
amongſt them mention was made of the Enemy's 
 hwing Knowledge of their Approach; and it was 
t ken for granted at the Council of War of. the 25th, 
that the French had Intelligence of their Deſigns; and 
rhe Deponent is confirmed in their having a Know- 
ledge of it at Breſt, becauſe he read ſeveral Letters 
taken in the Emerald, the Southampton's Prize, giving 
an Account thereof, and of what Preparations the 
| Franck were making. | 
Being deſired to explain his Anſwer, - whether from 


th Intelligence he refers to, he underſtood, that the 
French 


- 


© 
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French had Knowledge of any particular Object of 
this Expedition, or whether they apprehended ſome 
Attempt upon their Coaſts in general? and whether 
the wr were confined to Breſt, from an Ap- 
prehenſion that the Armament might be intended 


againſt that Place, or whether they were general along 


the Coaſt ? | 

He ſaid, that he cannot be certain, as to the whole 
of the Intelligence ; but from thoſe particular Letters 
taken in the Emerald, he underſtood, that the French 


had Notice of a Deſign ſomewhere upon the Coaſt, 


and were making Preparations in general. 


Some of the Witneſſes having mentioned Vice- 


Admiral Knowles as being preſent, when a Diſcourſe 
was had by Sir Edward Hawke, touching an Attack 
intended to be made upon Fort Fouras by Sea, he was 


deſired to inform the Court, what he knows concern- 
ing that Intention, or the Practicability of ſuch Attack: 


Sir Jobn Mordaunt deſiring, that unleſs the Anſwer 


tended to make either for him, or againſt him, it 


might be waved, as it would prolong the Trial, — 

Vice-Admiral Knowles took that Opportunity of de- 
claring, that ff he knew any thing againſt Sir John, 
he would declare it publickly, and not bring it out by 
Piece-meal ; but that he does not : On the contrary, 
he does in his Conſcience believe, Sir John has done 
every thing, that becomes an experienced General, to 


the beſt of his Judgment, for the Service of his King 
and Country, and would have done more, if it could 


have been done v7 i” | 
The Vice-Admiral then depoſed in Anſwer to the 
Queſtion, that after the Surrender of the Iſle of Aux 


Sir Edward Hawke told him, the Pilot of the Ship 


Magnanime had offered to carry her in, to batter Fort 
F. ura; he does not recollect, at what Diſtance ; the 
Deponent objected againſt the Magnanime, as ſhe drew 
at leaſt a Foot more Water than the Barfleur, and 
propoſed that Ship inſtead of her, as being of greater 


Force, as well as an old Ship, and her Loſs therefore 


* 
on 


immaterial. Sir Edward Hawke directed the Depo- 
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nent to have the Barffeur lightened immediately for 
3 that Purpoſe. When he returned on board his own 
Ship he directly ſent for Captain Graves of the Bar- 
eur, and told him Sir Edward's Intention; the Cap- 
tain reply'd, his Ship was on Ground, where ſhe 
then laid, being, to the beſt of his Judgment, more 
than five Miles diſtant from the Fort. He has ſince 
heard, that Colonel Brudenell was on board of her at 
that Time. Upon this ſeveral Maſters, together with 
Pilots, were directed to go ſounding, particularly 
the Maſter of the Barflzur, and of his own Ship the 
Neptune. On his acquainting Sir Edward Hawke 
with the Impracticability of getting the Barflear in, 
and the Maſters having made their Reports of the 
Soundings, that Intention was laid aſide, as impoſſi- I 
ble. Some Days after, he can't be poſitive, but be- : 


AS as. Cs ĩᷣ a6. ES 


lieves after the firſt Council of War, Sir Edward 
directed the Deponent to carry in the two Bomb- 


Ketches, to try to bombard the Fort; the Deponent if 
immediately gave their Captains Orders ſo to do, and ſe 
directed the Pilot of the Magnanime to conduct the 4A 
Infernal Bomb in, and the other to follow. In at- tl 
tempting to get in, the Pilot ran the Infernal aground, tl 
where ſhe laid ſome conſiderable Time; two Row- th 
Galleys, ſeeing her alone (for ſhe had out ſailed the ti 
other Bomb, and was at leaſt two Miles from her) 
made to attack the Infernal, which the Deponent || Pa 
perceiving haſtened on board, and gave a Signal for 3 
all the Boats, mann'd and armed, to go to | Aſ- th 
ſiſtance, and went himſelf in the Coventry Fri- ah 
gate; on which the Galleys retired, after firing a G4 
great many Shot at the Bomb- Kctch.— When the Th; 


Ketch was on Ground ſhe was a long Way without 
the Reach of her Shells, with the greateſt Requiſite 
of Powder (which he knows will fly two Miles and du 
two thirds) having thrown ſeveral, which fell great- Ott 
ly ſhort. © Phe Coventry, in attempting to get to the | 
Bomb, ran on ſhore five different Times. —After the oft 
Tide had flowed, and the Bomb-Ketch floated, ſhe 
got under Sail again, gnd worked nearer to Fouras, 
| as 


C 


f 20+}; : 


as near as ber Draught of Water would let her, and 


then threw ſeveral "Shells more, none of which did 


reach. He added, that he is confident, if it had 
been in the Power of Man to have got any Ship or 


Veſſel in for that Purpoſe, Fort Fouras would have 
been attacked by Sea by Order of Sir Edward Hate; 
and the Deponent, in Conformity to his Commands, 
would have effected it.— Likewiſe in regard to a Pro- 
poſal, that has been mentioned of attacking Fouras 
by Land at the ſame Time it was attacked by Sea, as 
an Officer, he declares it to be impoſſible, becauſe 


the Shot from the Ships, which miſſed, would have 


cut the Army behind it to Pieces. 
The following Expreſſion being obſerved in the 
Minutes taken by Vice-Admiral Knowles at the Coun- 


cil of War of the 25th, as by him laid before the 


Court Yeſterday— © Pilot Neptune, a Ditch and 
„ Sluices—Priſoners _ De. and contra, he was de- 
fired to inform the Court, whether any of the Pri- 
ſoners examined at the Council of War denied the 


Circumſtance of a wet Ditch, or of Sluices ?—To 


this he anſwered, that ſome of the Priſoners aſſerted, 
that there was a wet Ditch all round, and ſome that 
there was not; but does not remember any ſaid poſi- 
tively, there were not Sluices. 

9. As his Minutes ſhew him to o have been very 
particular in regard to the Proceedings of the Coun- 


cil of War of the 25th, can he recollect, whether 


the Import of the Memorial, giving an Account of 
the Diſpoſition of the French Troops, produced at a 
Cabinet Council in London, was communicated to 


that Council of War? 


A. He cannot recollect. | c 
9, Whether Thierry was pitched upon for con- 
ducting in the Bomb- Ketch, as the beſt Pilot? 


5 


9. If Thierry the Pilot had been loſt, had they any 
other Pilor, who knew 1 Part of the Coaſt? 
A. None. 
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SIA Fortin MotpaunT acquainted the Court, that he 
ſhould not trouble them with the Examination of 


any mote Witneſſes, but delivered a Paper containing 
a tew Obſervations, which he defired might be read. 
_ Coroner Wore being made acquainted with Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Murrays Evidence, in regard to 
Troops ſeen on the Ifle of Rhe from the Poop 
of the. Ramilies on the 23d September, which Cir- 
cumſtance is not mentioned by Colonel Wolfe, who is 
ſaid to have been in Company; as alſo in regard to 
Veſſels being ſeen to paſs from the Iſle of Rhẽ to the 
Continent, or from the Continent to the Iſland, 

ſaid, that he does recollect ſeeing ſome Troops 
through Glaſſes, and thinks likewiſe Colours; but 


did not attend to the Matter ſufficiently to be ſo par - 


ticular, as Lieutenant Colonel Murray has been. 


Tux the Paper delivered by Sir John Mordaunt 


was read, agreeable to his Deſire, in Words following; 


My Loyd, = 

« Before I put a final Concluſion to the Trouble 

© I have given the Court, I hope you will excuſe my 
detaining you a few Minutes longer; in order to 
make ſome Obſervations that have occurred, and 
which I have ordered to be put together, during 
© the Courſe of my Proofs. 8 | 
By a Queſtion aſked one of my Witneſſes by the 
Judge Advocate, it ſeems, as if he thought, I could 
have called a Council of War upon the 24th ; but 
I dare ſay it will be remembered, that the Time of 
calling a Council of War was not preſcribed by my 
© Inſtructions, and therefore 1 can be guilty of no 
Act of Diſobedience in calling it at that Time, 
Which I thought moſt proper for obtaining the 
End propoſed by it. It cannot have eſcaped the 
Court, that it is proved, that the Afternoon and 
* Evening of the 24th were employed in en- 
deavouring to. gain Intelligence neceſſary for our 
Actions, or Deliberations. And the Court will al- 
+ ſo remember, that the Members of the * of 
: | | War 
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, War were on- board ſeveral Ships at many Miles 
« diſtant from each other, and. Colonel Howard at the 
© Ile of Aix; but indeed Admiral Knowles has com- 
* municated to the Court the Difficulties, or rather. 
* the Impoſlibility, of aſſembling a Council that 

Night, if it had been wanted. 
I IT recollect, that Mr. Pitt mentioned a Cireum- 
« ſtance, of which it may be expected I ſhould take 
< ſome Notice; which was, that the Paper produced 
© by him, containing the Number and Employment 


* of. the French Forces, had been confirmed by ſubs 


« ſequent Intelligence. 

Colonel Clerł too, it may be proper to obſerve, 
« ſaid, if I recollect it right, that ſeveral People, 
* whom he had ſeen ſince his Return, had confirmed 
him in the Opinion he had firſt formed of the State 
of Rochefort. 

If Obſervations of this Kind had been propoſed 
by the Judge Advocate to have been given in Evi- 
b 4 I ſhould have objected to it, as improper, 
6 Evidence. 
« explained, nor laid befofe the Court, and like Mr. 
* Clerk's Diſcourſe confirming his Opinion, is all 
6 ſubſequent to the Tranſaction now under Exami- 
nation: It is awowedly ſubſequent to our Return, 
and therefore could never operate upon my Con- 

duct, nor influence the Judgment I was by his Ma- 
_ © jeſty's Inſtructions to form upon the Spot. It ſeems 
therefore prepoſterous, to make that Evidence of 
< Diſobedience of Orders, which muſt relate to ſuch 
Opinion, as I was able to form before theſe Facts 
were known. My Judgment can only be tried by 
the Proofs, on which it was formed. If the Judg- 
ment was upright upon thoſe, it can never be made 


1 by other Proofs, not then in my Power; 


beſides, the Court will alſo conſider the Abſurdity 
« of admitting ſuch Evidence; for, if the preſent 


differs from that obtained upon the Spot, Intelli-* 


« gence. ſtill ſubſequent may hercafter be obtained 
to contradict the preſent, | 


What Mr. Pitt alluded to, has not been 
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© Another ellis Obſervation ſeems to be, That 


the Reſolution of the Council of War of the 25th 


was not, That it was impracticable to land, but 


that ſuch an Attempt, that is, an Attempt to land 


in order to attack Rocbefort according to the ſe- 
cond. Inſtruction, was neither adviſable nor prac- 
ticable. 

I have heard, that ſeveral Perſons have men- 
tioned Eſcalades ſucceeding during a Siege, but I 


£ am ſure this Court will remember, that, in all ſuch 
* Inſtances, Surprize has been eſſential to the Succeſs. 


* @K BH R A & 


i es 1 


tho. gh it could not be ſucceſsful, 


Capt. Clevland's Letter ſhews, that the French 
expected a Viſit upon their Coaſt, Indeed at Ro- 
 chelle they ſeemed to have had no Fears about it; 


they made no new Preparations upon that Account ; 
they are known to k 

without them. 

© I think II ſcarce need ws the Court, that, as 
it was not the Intention at home, that Rochefort 
ſhould be attacked any other Way than by Sur- 
prize or Eſcalade, ſo the Artillery, &c. were not 


deſigned for, or 1 to a regular Attack. The 
Horſes did not, in 


act, exceed forty. 

This Court will pleaſe to remember, that the 
26th, 27th, 28th, and Part of the 29th, were 
employed in the Demolition of the Works of Fort 
Aix, according to the Inſtructions, to demoliſh 
all the Works we ſhould make ourſelves Maſters 
* 


This Province was aſſigned to Admiral Kiiowles, 


How the Generals were employed, Major-General | 


Cornwallis has juſt given an Account. | 

I have now finiſhed the Evidence I propoſed to 
lay before the Court. I hope I have anſwered every 
Part of the Charge made againſt me, It is a very 
heavy Charge— A criminal Diſobedience of his 


Majeſty's Orders. 


© Ir does not lie upon me to impeach the Propriety 
of the Equipment : It might be proper to be made, 
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ave been ſufficiently ſecure 
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21 did every Thing in my Power to execute faith- 
* fully the Inſtructions Siren me; the Truſt repoſed 


\_ © "In me; 
© © The Court perceives by the Inſtructions, that 


upon the Spot, with the Aſſiſtance appointed by 
the King for me, I was to judge of the Fitneſs of 
acting, —of the Practicability of making the At- 
c tempt, before I put the Flower of the Britiſb Troops 
* to Hazard, or riſqued the Honour of the Britiſh 
Arms. 

The Subject was important; 31 had therefore 
© Recourſe to thoſe appointed by the King to aſſiſt 
„ 

We could not be ignorant, that our Judgment 


* 


7% mould be unpopular; ; bur it was our Duty to take 


Care that it ſhould be honeſt and becoming Officers. 
Upon that Judgment I ſtill rely; it was formed 
in Purſuance of the Power given by the Inſtruc- 
tions, and can never, I apprehend, be deemed 4 
© Diſobedience of them. 
There have been many Inſtances of Officers tried 


8 (perhaps too for ſuppoſed Diſobedience) when the 


genuine Complaint was, that they could not be ſuc- 
ceſsful. But I have this Satisfaction, that as my 


Defence reſts upon the concurrent unanimous Opi- 
nion of all the principal Officers employed with 


me, ſo the Cauſe of Commanders in Chief tried 
in my Name, is to be determined by Officers, who 


have Ability to diſcern the Juſtice of my Caſe, and 
s Senſibility to feel the Delicacy of it. 
Wich theſe Sentiments I ſubmit myſelf to the 

« Judgment of the Court.“ 5 


THE JUDGE ADVOCATE briefly ſubmitted to 
the Court his Opinion, that ſubſequent Confirmations 
of Intelligence, as they could not haveany Influence on 
the Reſolutions, when taken, are not proper Evi- 


dence; and, if any ſuch have appeared, in the Courſe 
of the Proceedings, on either Side, they ought un- 
queſtionably to be laid out of the Caſe, With re- 
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gard to Lieutenant Colonel Clerk's Evidence, he does 
not recollect any Mention of Information obtained 
by him, ſince his Return to England, either in Con- 
firmation, or Contradiction of his former Account 
of Rochefort. „ 5 
But the Argument urged by Sir Fohn Mordaunt 

in the Beginning of his Defence, againſt the admit- 
ting in Evidence that Intelligence, which was com- 
municated to the Commanders of the Expedition 
at the Cabinet Council in England, he conceives ta 
be without Foundation, as it is not produced. as 
Evidence to prove any particular Act of Diſabedi- 
_ ence {the Evidence of the ſuppoſed Diſobedience in 
this Caſe being the Notoriety of the Return to Exg- 


land, without having attempted a Deſcent): but is on- 


ly introduced to ſhew the Practicability of the En- 
terprize; and it would be as unreaſonable to ſet aſide 
this Intelligence, when the Queſtion turns upon the 
Practicability, as to deprive Sir Fobn Mordaunt of 


the Uſe of any Intelligence received previous to their 


ſailing from $8pithead, or of the Argument raiſed 
from the unavoidable Detention of the Troops in 
the Ifte of Wight z. which Circumſtances were equally 
known to the Government, and both previous to the 
Orders ſignified by Mr. Secretary Pitt in his Letters 
of the gth and 35th of September. 5 

As to the Uſe endeavoured to be made of Port 

Orient being permitted to remain in the Inſtruc- 
tions, (though the Miniſtry ſeemed to have given up 


the Thoughts of an Attack upon that Place) in or- 


der to govern the Conſtruction of the other Article 
of the Inſtructions, which relates to Rochefort, the 
Latitude or Power of judging being expreſſed by the 
Word practicable in both Articles, —The Judge Advo- 
obferved, that there is a manifeſt diſtinction,.— The Ar- 


ticle relating to Rocheſort, directing an Attempt 


with a View to that particular Object, if found prac- 
 ticable, in the other Caſe; Port L' Orient and. Boxr- 
dau are recommended, as the moſt important Ob- 

_ ects 
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jects of his Majeſty's Arms; and it is Ordered, that 
an Attempt ſhould be made, ' ſucceflively, on both, 
or either, of thoſe Places, as ſhould be judged practi- 
cable, or on any other Place that ſhould be thought 
- moſt adviſable, from Bourdeaux homeward to Havre: 
the Judgment of the Practicability being evidently 
intended to be made, upon the Spot, by the one Arti- 
cle, and not ſo, by the other. ECG | 

As to the ſeveral Arguments, which go to the Im- 
pPracticability of a Deſcent only, he ſubmitted to the 
Conſideration of the Court, whether they are not al- 
together defeated by the ſubſequent Reſolution of the 
28th of September, whereby the landing is determined 
not only to be practicable, but adviſable, and to be 
made with all poſſible Diſpatch; eſpecially as no ma- 
terial Intelligence had in the mean Time been gained, 
which ſhewed Fort Fouras to be more affailable on 
the Land- ſide, than they had before Reaſon: to ap- 
prehend. | =} . | 

He alſo recommended an Attention to the Dates of 
the ſeveral Reſolutions and Proceedings, as nothing 
but what was anterior to the Council of War of the 
25th, and known at that Time to the Commanders, 
can be conſidered as having any Effect upon that De- 
| liberation, and therefore on the one Hand, all Troops 
ſeen from the Viper Sloop, the moſt conſiderable 
Number (being from 800 to 1000) ſeen by Major 
General Conway, —and all other Obſtacles ſubſequent to 
the Date of the 25th, will be laid out of the Caſe ; as 
will on the other Hand the Confirmation of Lieutenant 
Colonel Clerk's Opinion, obtained fro n the French En- 
gineer on the 26th; which Circumſtance alone, ſup- 
poſing the Reſolution taken on the 25th, of laying 
aſide the Deſign upon Rochefort, to have been juſtifi- 
able and right, can hardly be inſiſted upon as a ſufſi- 
cient Motive for reviving that Conſideration. 
ADJourNED till Monday, the 19th Inſtant, at Ten 
0 Clock in the Forenoon. 


D 
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8 queſtioned, T 
| Whether at any, and what Time, a Propoſal was 
made to him to lay a Ship to batter Fouras ? 
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MONDAY, 19th of DECEMBER, 1757. 
Tur Couar met according to Adjournment. 


Some Members hearing that Admiral Sir Edward 
Hawke is arrived in Town ſince the laſt Sitting of this 


Court, expreſſed a Deſire, that he ſhould be examined, 
as a Witneſs, upon this Fryal for their fuller Informa- 


mation; and Doubts thereupon ariſing, whether, the 
Evidence both on the Part of the Crown and of the 
Priſoner. being ended, the ſaid Sir Edward Hawke 
ſhall now be (xamined as a Witneſs? _ 


The Matter was fully deliberated upon, and the 


Queſtion being put, it was reſolved in the Affirmative. 
_ Ordered, That Admiral Sir Edward Hawke be de- 
fired to attend this Court To-morrow Morning at 
Ten o'Clock. SO Do 

Ordered, That Lieutenant General Sir John Mor- 
daunt have Notice of the above Reſolution of the 


Court; and that he will be at Liberty to propoſe any 
_ Queſtions, he ſhall think proper; as likewiſe to pro- 
_ duce any Witneſſes, to obviate or explain iny E 


vi- 
dence, which may ariſe from the Examination of Sir 


Edward H:wke. | BD. 


The Court perufed and conſidered the Minutes of 
their former Proceedings, until the Hour of Three, 


And then Ab jouRRED till To- morrow Morning, 
ao Clock?! | RT | 


TUESDAY, 20th of DECEMBER, 1757. 
Tue CovarT being met purſuant to Adjournment, 
Apuin AL Sir EDwarD Hawke was ſworn, and 


A. On the 24th of September. 

©, Whether he approved of that Propoſal ? _ 

A. He did; the Pilot of the Magnanime was exa- 
mined as to the Strength of the Place, and Depth of 
„„ : Water 


„ i | 
Water near it : Elated with the Succeſs of the 23d, 
and fond of the Magnanime, he ſaid at firſt, before 
Captain Mordaunt, he would carry her in, and deſtroy 
the Fort. As the Deponent had attentively conſider- 
ed the Shore, and was ſenſible, that the Magnanime, 
which drew more Water than ſome of our. three- 

decked Ships, could not be brought near enough to | 

batter the Fort, he gave the Pilot's Gaſconade Time [| 
to ſubſide ; and then asked him, if he could carry a . 

| ; 

| 


Sixty Gun Ship. in againſt it: He anſwered, her Me- 
tal was not weighty enough, as there were T'wenty- 
four Pounders in the Fort. He then propoſed to him | 
to lighten the Barfleur two Feet (this ſecond Conver- = 
ſation was upon the Quarter Deck, by the Intervention . 
of a Man well verſed in ſuch French, as thoſe Kind of : 
People ſpeak) The Pilot ſeemed ſome time ſatisfied [4 
| with this, and in Conſequence the Deponent prepared 
£ an Order to Vice Admiral Knowles, to lighten the Bar- 
| fleur, and in the mean Time gave him a verbal Or- 
der; who immediately went away to give the neceſſa- 
ry Directions, and to enquire into the Practicability of 
the Attempt, — The Pilot now recollected himſelf, 
and declared, that, even thus lightened, the Barfleur 
could not be brought near enough; that when ſhe 
could come neareſt at the Top of High Water, on the 
Ebb, ſhe muſt fink in the Mud fix Feet or more, 
5 from which he could not anſwer whether ſhe would 
riſe. Upon Tryal afterwards, the Pilot could not car- 
ry a Bomb Ketch within Random Shot of the Fort, 
as Mr. Knowles informed him ; in whom, as being the 
ſecond Sea Officer in Command, he apprehends, he 
might ſafely confide for that: Information. — The | 
Deponent declares, he ſhould as readily have ordered 
an Attack upon Fouras, as he had done upon Aix, had | 
it been practicable by Shipping; though it was his | 
Opinion then, and ſtill is, that an Attack on either had 3 
no Connection with the principal Object in his Ma- 
jeſty's ſecret Inſtructions, unleſs the Guns from either 
of thoſe Fortifications could have prevented the Boats” 
from landing. --- (There they certainly could, but not 
| in 
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in anotherPlace.)--The principalMotiye which induced 
him to give the Order for an Attack on the Iſle of Aix, 
was, that at the Couacil' at Lord Holderneſſe's, it was 
thought neceſſary by ſeveral of the Council, who laid 
their Fingers on that Fort, | imagining the Guns from 
thence could have annoyed the Boats in landing at the 
Place, which then ſeemed to them, from the Chart, 
the moſt reaſonable. , But Chatelaillon afterwards ap- 

earing, on the 24th of September, to be the proper 
Landing Place (from whence, according to his Infor- 


mation, there was a good Road to Rochefort) Fouras 


did not, at that Time, appear to him of ſo great Con- 
ſequence, though he came readily into the Propoſal. 
He added, that the Pilot, upon Examination at the 
Council, appeared to him to be very ignorant of the 


Place: And even at the Attack of the Fort of Aix, he 


obſerves, that the Magnanime ſewed in the Mud, 
though T bzerry was on board. 

2, Whether, before they went from England, any 
Landing-place for the Troops was propoſed, and by 


whom? 
A. He does not remember, that a Landing place 


Was talked of, and that it was propoſed to land the 


Troops either on one Side, or the other, of that ſmall 
Neck of Land, which runs up near Fouras towards Ro- 
chelle: Thierry, the Pilot, ſaid, he ſuppoſed there might 
be a Landing place there, or ee on! > ſaid, as he 
thinks, if they could not land on one Side, they 
might land on the other; and the Deponent believes, 
it was farther ſaid, if they ſhould not be able to land 
there, that poſſibly a Landing- place would be found 
upon ſounding and reconnoitring the Coaſt, ſomewhere 
thereabouts. The Deponent juſt now recollects, ano- 
ther Place was talked of at the Council in London, 
which was from Fouras towards Fort la Point, where 
ſcemed to be a little ſandy Bay, which was at firſt 
-judged to be a Landing place; but little ſtreſs was 
laid upon that, for he believes, upon .. it, 
it was chought otherwiſe. | 


2. Whether 
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2. Whether the Place propoſed by Thierry the Pi- 


ke at the Council in London was reconnoitred, and 
Soundings made thereat, and whether it meal to be 


a Place proper for landing? 


A. His Order, directed to Admiral Brodrick and 


the three Captains, was to reconnoitre the Coaſt from 


Point du Chi, near Rochelle, down to Fort Fouras, 
which includes that Place; and their Report mentions 


no other Landing-place, than Chatelaillon. 


9. Whether they had any other Pilots on board the 
Fleet tolerably well acquainted with that Coaſt? 

A. They had Pilots capable of carrying Ships into 
the Baſque Road, provided the Weather was clear, 
and they could ſee their Marks upon the Iſles of Roe 
and Oleron, but had he not had thoſe Pilots, he would 
have ventured to carry the Fleet into the Baſque Road 
himſelf ; the Chart of the Neptune Franpois, which is 
well ſet down, would have afforded Aſſiſtance therein. 

©, Whether Thierry was locked upon, as a ſkilful 
judicious Pilot, and thoroughly acquainted with the 
Coaſt near Rochefort ? 

A. Thierry was looked upon to be a good Pilot for 
the Road, and for the anchoring of Ships both in the 
Road and about the Iſle of Aix; but, from what Ob- 
ſetvations the Deponent made, ſeemed to have very 
little Knowledge of the Shore; believes, he never was 
upon every Part of it; and it appeared to the Depo- 
nent at the Council in England, that he was not ac- 
quainted with every Spot of Ground; thinks, the Pi- 
lot himſelf mentioned, only, having been on Shore 
ſomewhere near the Fort. 

2. As he attended ſeveral of the Councils before 
he went upon the Expedition, was it believed, that 
Troops could be landed in ſmall Boats either at Cha- 
telaillen, or near Fouras, under the Protection of the 
Ships? | 
A. He does now recollect the Pilot ſaid, If you 
*.can't land at thoſe Places without being annoyed 
<« from the Fort, you will probably find a Landing- 


* place about Cbhatelaillon ,” but don't remember, 


2 that 
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that the Pilot cleared up to the Council, that the Fri- 
gates could come near enough to the Shore to protect 


the Landing. | | > 
Q: When they came upon the Spot, did they find 


It poſſible to bring the Men of War near enough to 


the Shore to protect the Landing? © 
A. Certainly not. | 


9, Mention having been made by Vice-Admir al | 


Knowles of the Council of War of the 25th having 
broke up at 12 unfiniſhed, —At what Time did that 


Council of War meet, and how long they fat ? 


A. He, with Sir John Mordaunt, went on the 25th 
early in the Morning on board the Neptune, and the 


Reſult of that Council was not actually finiſhed that | 


Night; they had chiefly come to a Reſolution over 
Night, but the Reſult was wrote out fair, and ſigned 
on board the Deponent's Ship the next Morning. 
9. What Time, he imagines, it would have taken 
up to have made the whole Landing of the Troops ? 
A. That at the laſt Council of War, in which it 


with the greater Expedition: This Propoſal was ſe- 
conded by Mr. Knowles, and by the reſt of the Sea- 


Officers, but was objected to, principally by Major- 
General Conway, who urged, that to ſend the Tran- 


ſports in there in the Afternoon, would point out to 


the French the Place, at which they intended to land; 
he does not remember Sir John Mordaunt ſaid any 
thing on the Subject, and thence concluded, he agreed 
in Opinion with Major-General Conway. The Depo- 
nent explained, that the Frigates were meant as a Pro- 
tection ro the Tranſports, to preſerve them from be- 
ing fired. or receiving any Injury. He remarks one 
other Thing, that although landing Troops in = ö 
| _ pat Night 


was determined to land, he made a Propoſal to the 
General Officers, in order to ſave. Time, that, if they | 
approved of it, he would immediately order all the | 
_ Tranſports as cloſe to the Shore, as they could poſſibly | 
go, and the Frigates within them, at the Place where 
the Troops were to land, that they might get on Shore 
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Night is againſt his own Opinion, as Men a are liable 
to Surprize, and many Accidents, where they do nor 


know the Ground, yet he ſubmitted that to the Gene- 
ral Officers, as ſuppoſing them much better Judges of 


it than himſelf, and made no Objection thereto 3 but 
with a View that the greater Expedition ſhould be \ 


made in landing the Troops that Night, he gave Or- 


ders to the Agent of the Tranſports on board his own 
Quarter- deck, and to one or two of his own Lieute- 


nants, to go on board the Tranſports, with a poſitive 
Direction from him, that at the Inſtant the firſt Body 
of Troops was gone from the Ships, rhe Tranſports 
ſhould get under Sail immediately, and run cloſe into 
the Shore, where the Troops were to land, in order 
that the ſecond Body of Troops might be landed with 


much greater Expedition than the firſt. 


The aforegoing Queſtion, viz. ** How long, he ima- 
« gines, it would have taken up to have made the 
ce whole Landing of the Troops,” being repeated 


with this Addition, „at any Time, ſuppoſing all 


4 Circumſtances the moſt favourable” ? 

The Admiral ſaid, he cannot anſwer that Queſtion 
with any Sort of Certainty ; ; they might have landed 
with great Expedition, had the Tranſports been as 
near, as they could get to the Shore. 

9. Would not the Flux and Reflux of the Tide 
have made an Alteration in the Time of Landing! 12 


A. It certainly would; it would not have taken the 


ſame Time, had the Tranſports got under Sail, and 


ran cloſe into Shore. 


2 Whether any of the Officers made a Report tt to 


him, that they had delivered his Orders on board the 


Tranſports, relative to their getting under Sail ? 
A. To the beſt of his Remembrance, they did; 
the Agent of the Tranſports particularly, as he re- 


members, told him, that he had; and he cannot 
doubt of their having been delivered, as he gave out 


thoſe Orders in Perſon, (which is not uſual for the 
Admiral) on Purpoſe to give them more Force, and 
that they might be the more * underſtood. 

H 2. As 
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2. As the Court has been informed of Fi _ 
ligfit Horſe, and Forty Artillery Horſes bei 
board the Fleet, and as the Tranſports could not c — 


near the Shore, whether it was practicable to diſem- 


bark the Horſe? 
A. The Tranſports would have come within a 


tolerable Diſtance of the Shore about High- Water; 
but he underſtood the Horſes were to be put into the 
Long boats, and towed on Shore; which he appre- 
hends would have been effected without any great 
Difficulty; but he knows very little of diſembarking 


Horſes, never happening to have ſeen any diſem- 


barked. 
9. What was his Objection to attending a Coun- 


cil of War on the 29th of September? 


A. He can only ſay, he never was preſſed to it 


by Sir John Mordaunt ; he never did deny a Council 
of War to Sir John with a View to diſtreſs him; but 
when he ſaw the Troops did not land the Night of 
the 28th, and Major General Conway, with Colonels 
Wolfe and Howard, having reconnoitred the Coaſt 


over again on the next Day, and no Application 


then made to him to land them, he was thereby in- 
duced to write the Letter, he did to Sir John; not in 
the leaſt doubting, they had good and ſatisfactory 
Reaſons for it, and ſuppoſing the General Officers to 


act with the ſame View as himſelf, that of doing their 


Duty to the beſt of their Judgment. 

. (By Sir Jobn Merdgnt 's Defire.) Did not 
he, Sir Jobn Mordaunt, the very Morning of the 
Day, on which they came to a Reſolution not to 

FI ſpeak to him about having a General Council 
of War, and did he not return for Anſwer, that 
there was no Occaſion for the Sea Officers, as it was 
a Land Operation only? 5 

A. Yes ; he recollects, it was about Noon, raken he 
ſpoke to Sir Jobn to the ſame Purpoſe, as he after- 
wards wrote in his Letter.) 
it was this, that he always looked upon it to be his 
Duty, as Admiral, to convoy” the Troops to the Road 


And his Reaſon for 


| 


_ agreeable to the King's Inſtructions. 
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I Baſque, and there, if poſſible, to find out a Land- 


ing-place for them, and, in caſe of their landing, c 
give them all the Aſſiſtance in his Power for that Pur- 
poſe ; but with reſpect to the Queſtion, © Whether 
< they ſhould land, or not land” (tho* he would have 
ſigned to any Propoſal he thought right, and would 
have acquieſced in any juſtifiable Meaſure, yer) he 
conſtantly thought, it was the Part of the Generals 
to determine that Queſtion by themſelves, nor ſhould 
he have given Sir John the Anſwer he did, but from 


its being his ſincere Opinion ; he looked upon them 


to be good and gallant Officers, and Officers of Ser- 
vice, and therefore could not but ſuppoſe they were 
infinitely better Judges of their own buſineſs, than 
he could be. It was from the ſame Opinion of their 
Knowledge in their own Profeſſion, that he aſſented 


0 ſigning the Reſolutions of the firſt Council of War, 


That it was not practicable to take Rochefort by 
« Eſcalade,” and he at that Time expreſſed a Deſire, 
that the Land Officers ſhould give their Qpinion by 
themſelves, as he thought it a Matter of Judgment, 
which merely related to them, and that the Sea had 
nothing to do with it, farther than telling them, they. 
had found out a Landing-place, and were ready to 
land the Troops, if they thought proper, and to give 
them all the Aſſiſtance in their Power, — When the 
Deponent mentioned this, Major General Conway ſaid, 
as he remembers, *+ Why really I am of Opinion, 
<« as Sir Edward Hawke ſays, it is a Matter of Opi- 


nion of our own ;” but in Confidence of the Abi- 
| lities of the Generals, he nevertheleſs acquieſced in 


their Opinion, of the Impracticability of taking Roche- 
fort by an Eſcalade or Storm ; however, though he 
aſſented to the not landing upon that Footing, he 
did not give it, as his Opinion, that the Troops 
ſhould not land at all, for any other Attempt, which 


the General Officers ſhould find proper and expedient 


for the Service; on the contrary, he then urged the 
Neceſſity, there appeared to him, of doing ſomething 


Sir 
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Sin * Mon bau being aſked, whether he had 


At Queſtion to propoſe to the Admiral, or any other. 
Me ro offer, er That he had nothing far- 
ther to trouble the Court with; that he felt himſelf 


quite happy in having gone through 2 publick Trial, | 
and i befor ſuch Judges. a 


| "Tur COURT I <A duly . and 
oonſidered the whole Matter before them, is 
unanimouſſy of Opinion, that the Priſoner 
Lieutenant General Sir Jahn Mordaunt is NOT 
GUILTY of the Charge exhibited againſt 
him; and doth therefore ACQUIT him. 


12 DA s & TYRA WLY. 


A True . | 


_ Chantrs Govtry, of wa 
Deputy 9 ads Advocate General, 2 
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